ACTS OF THE SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 


OF THE 


UNITED STATES, 


Passed at the first session, which was begun and held at the City of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday the third day 
of December, 1821, and ended on the eighth day of May, 1822. 


James Monroe, President; Dasr D. Tompxins, Vice President of the 
United States and President of the Senate from the eleventh of Janu- 
ary to the fourth of February; Joun Gattuarp, President of the 
Senate pro tempore from the third of December to the eleventh of 
January, and from the fourth of February to the end of the session; 
Purr P. Barsour, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


STATUTE I. 


Cuar. l.—An Act authorizing the transmission of certain documents free of 
postage. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the members of Congress, 
the delegates from territories, the secretary of the Senate, and the clerk 
of the House of Representatives, be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
transmit, free of postage, to any post-office within the United States, or 
the territories thereof, any documents which have been, or may be, printed 
by order of either House. 

Apvproven, December 19, 1821. 


— 


Cuar, IV.—.An Act reviving and extending the time allowed for the redemption 
of land sold for direct taxes in cerlain cases. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the time allowed for the 
redemption of lands which have been, or may be, sold for the non-pay- 
ment of taxes, under the several acts, passed the second day of August, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen,(a) the ninth day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifieen,(6) and the fifth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen, for laying and collecting a direct 
tax within the United States,(c) so far as the same have been purchased for 
and in behalf of the United States, be revived and extended for the term 
of one year, from the end of the present session of Congress: Provided, 
That, on such redemption, interest shall be paid, at the rate of twenty per 
centum per annum, on the taxes aforesaid, and on the additions of twenty 
per centum chargeable thereon; and the right of redemption shall enure, 
as well to the heirs and assignees of the lands so purchased on behalf 
of the United States, as to the original owners thereof. 

Approven, February 4, 1822. 
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Cuar., VI.—An Act to revive and continue in force an act, entitled “ An act to 
provide for persons who were disabled by known wounds received in the 
‘revolutionary war. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act, entitled “ An act 
to provide for persons who were disabled by known wounds received in 
the revolutionary war,” passed on the tenth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, and limited, as in said act declared, to the term of 
six years, and afterwards revived and continued in force, for and during 
the term of six years, by an act, entitled “An act, to revive and continue 
in force ‘An act to provide for persons who were disabled by known 
wounds received in the revolutionary war, and for other purposes,” passed 
on the twenty-fifth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, and afterwards revived and continued in force for the term 
of one year, by an act, entitled “An act to revive and continue in 
force an act, entitled ‘An act to provide for persons who were disa- 
bled by known wounds received in the revolutionary war, ” passed on 
the fifteenth day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty, shall be, and the said act is hereby, revived and continued in full 
force and effect, for and during the term of six years from and after the 
passing of this act, and from thence unto the end of the next session of 
Congress: Provided, That any evidence which has been taken to support 
any claim of any person disabled in the revolutionary war, under the 
authority of the act of the fifteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty, reviving and continuing in force, for one year, “ An act to 
provide for persons who were disabled by known wounds received in the 
revolutionary war,” shall be received and acted upon by the Secretary of 
War, in the same manner as if said act was still in force and had not 
expired: And provided also, That this act, and any thing contained in the 
act hereby revived and continued in force, shall not be construed to repeal 
or make void the fourth section of an act, entitled “An act concerning 
invalid pensions,” passed the third of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen; and the said fourth section of the said last-mentioned act 
shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be, and to continue to be, in 
full force and effect; any thing in the said act hereby revived and contin- 
ued in force to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the right any person now has, 
or hereafter may acquire, to receive a pension in virtue of any law of the 
United States, shall be construed to commence at the time of completing 
his testimony pursuant to the act hereby revived and continued in force. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the agénts for the payment of 
pensions to invalid pensioners of the United States, shall, in future, be 
required to give bonds, with two or more sureties, to be approved by the 
Secretary of the Department of War, in such penalty as he shall direct, 
for the faithful discharge of the duties confided to them respectively. 

Approvep, February 4, 1822. 


Crap. VIL—4n Act making partial appropriations for the support of the navy of 
the United States during the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and they are hereby, appropriated to the objects herein specified, to wit : 
for the pay and subsistence of the officers and pay of the seamen, one 
hundred thousand dollars; for provisions, twenty thousand dollars ; for 


repairs, twenty thousand dollars; for contingent expenses, twenty thou- 


sand dollars. k 
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Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
hereinbefore made, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

ApprovED, February 19, 1822. 


Cuar. VIL.—An Act authorizing the transfer of certain certificates of the funded 
debt of the United States. RIS Meg 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled,That the certificates of the 
funded debt of the United States, which, upon the assumption of the 
debts of the several creditor states, were issued in their favour, respectively, 
be, and hereby are, made transferable, according to the rules and forms 
instituted for the purpose of transfers of the public debt. 

Approven, February 19, 1822. 


Cuar. IX.—.4n Act for the preservation of the timber of the United States in 
Florida. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and hereby is, authorized to employ so much of the 
land and naval forces of the United States as may be necessary effectual- 
ly to prevent the felling, cutting down, or other destruction of the timber 
of the United States in Florida; and also to prevent the transportation or 
carrying away any such timber as may be already felled or cut down; 
and to take such other and further measures as may be deemed advisable 
for the preservation of the timber of the United States in Florida. 

Approven, February 23, 1822. 


Cuar. X.—An Act for the apportionment of representatives among the several 
states, according to the fourth census. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the third 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, the House 


of Representatives shall be composed of members elected agreeably to a, 


ratio of one representative for every forty thousand persons in each state, 
computed according to the rule prescribed by the constitution of the 
United States ; that is to say: within the state of Maine, seven ; within 
the state of New Hampshire, six; within the state of Massachusetts, 


thirteen ; within the state of Rhode Island, two; within the state of Con- 


necticut, six; within the state of Vermont, five ; within the state of New 
York, thirty-four ; within the state of New Jersey, six; within the state 
of Pennsylvania, twenty-six; within the state of Delaware, one ; within 
the state of Maryland, nine; within the state of Virginia, twenty-two ; 
within the state of North Carolina, thirteen; within the state of South 
Carolina, nine; within the state of Georgia, seven; within the state of 
Alabama, two ; within the state of Mississippi, one; within the state of 
Louisiana, three; within the state of Tennessee, nine; within the state 
of Kentucky, twelve; within the state of Ohio, fourteen; within the state 
of Indiana, three; within the state of Illinois, one ; and within the state 
of Missouri, one. 
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_ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, as the returns of the marshal 
of the state of Alabama are not complete, in consequence of the death of 
the former marshal, who commenced the enumeration in said state, no- 
thing in this act contained shall be construed to prevent the state of Ala- 
bama from having three representatives, if it shall be made to appear to 
Congress, at the next session, that the said state, at the time of passing 
this act, would have been entitled to that number, according to its popu- 
lation and the ratio hereby established, if the said returns had been com- 
plete. 

ApprRoveED, March 7, 1822. 


Canar. XI.—An Act making appropriations for the military service of the United 
States for the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, and towards 
the service of the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, respectively appropriated for the military ser- 
vice of the United States for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-two, to wit: 

For the pay of the army and subsistence of the officers, nine hundred 
and eighty-two thousand nine hundred and seventeen dollars, including 
the sum of eighty-six thousand nine hundred dollars for the pay and sub- 
sistence of the officers and cadets belonging to the military academy at 
West Point. 

For subsistence, in addition to an unexpended balance of one hundred 
and twenty thousand eight hundred and sixty-three dollars and thirty- 
seven cents, the sum of one hundred and scventy-four thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three dollars and sixty-three cents. 

For forage for officers, in addition to an unexpended balance of eleven 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine dollars, the sum of five thousand 
six hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For the medical and hospital department, in addition to an unexpend- 
ed balance of twelve thousand one hundred and thirty-three dollars and 
forty-four cents, the sum of twenty-two thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-four dollars and fifty-six cents. 

For the purchasing department, in addition to an unexpended balance 
of fifty-five thousand and eighty-nine dollars and forty cents, the sum of 
seventy-three thousand four hundred and thirty-three dollars ; and for the 
purchase of woollens for the year one thousand eight hundred and twen- 
ty-three, the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For the quartermaster general’s department, for regular supplies, trans- 
portation, rent, and repairs, postage, courts martial, fuel, and contin- 
gencies, and for extra pay to soldiers employed in the erection and re- 
pairs of barracks and other labour, three hundred and thirteen thousand 
two hundred and seventeen dollars. 

For the contingencies of the army, twenty thousand dollars. 

For quartermaster’s supplies, transportation, mathematical instruments, 
books, and stationery, for the military academy, thirteen thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-nine dollars. 

For the pensions to the invalids, to the commutation pensioners, and to 
the widows and orphans, in addition to an unexpended balance of twenty- 
seven thousand eight hundred and ninety-one dollars and five cents, the 
sum of three hundred and seventeen thousand one hundred and eight 
dollars. 

For pensions to the revolutionary pensioners of the United States, 
including a deficiency in the appropriation of last year of four hundred 
and fifty-one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six dollars and fifty-seven 
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cents, and in addition to an unexpended balance of one hundred and 
ninety-one thousand three hundred and forty-five dollars and thirty-six 
cents, of the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty, the sum. of 
one million six hundred and forty-two thousand five hundred and ninety- 
one dollars. 

For the payment of a balance due the state of Maryland, of moneys 
paid by that state to the United States, as the purchase money of public 
arms which have not been fully supplied, the sum of five hundred and 
twenty-seven dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
hereinbefore made, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approvep, March 15, 1822. 


Cuar. XIL.—An Act to provide for the due execution of the laws of the United 
States within the state of Missouri, and for the establishment of a district court 
therein.(a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That al! the laws of the United 
States, which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and 
effect within the said state of Missourias elsewhere within the United 
States. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said state of Missouri 
shall be one district, and be called the Missouri district; and a district 
court shall be held therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside in 
the said district, and be called a district judge; he shall hold at 
the seat of government of the said state, three sessions annually, the first 
to commence on the first Monday in June next, and the other two ses- 
sions progressively, on the like Monday in every fourth calendar month 
afterwards; and he shall, in all things, have and exercise the same 
jurisdiction and powers which were by law given to the judge of 
the Kentucky district, under an act, entitled “An act to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States,” and an act, entitled “An act in 
addition to the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the judicial courts 
of the United States, ” approved the second day of March, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-three, and the acts supplementary there- 
to. The said judge shall appoint a clerk for the said district, who shall re- 
side and keep the records of the court, at the place of holding the 
same, and shall receive, for the services performed by him, the same fees 
to which the clerk of the.Kentucky. district is entitled. for similar 


services: Provided, That until the government shall be removed to — 


the permanent seat fixed, or to be fixed, by the said state, the said court 
shall be held at the town of St. Louis. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed 
and paid to the said judge of the said district court, the annual com- 
pensation of twelve hundred dollars, to commence from the date of his 


appointment; to be paid, quarter yearly, at the treasury of the United 


States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed, in 
the said district, a person learned in the law, to act as attorney for the 
United States, who shall, in addition to his stated fees, be paid by the 
United States two hundred dollars annually, as a full compensation for 
all extra services. ; 

Src. 5: And be it further enacted, That a marshal shall be appoint- 
ed for the said district, who shall perform the same duties, be subject. to 
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Fece tre 200 dol, the same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, as 
fees. are provided for,and prescribed to, marshals in other districts; and shall, 
moreover, be entitled to the sum of two hundred dollars annually, as a 
compensation for all extra services. 
, Causes pend- Sec, 6. And be it further enacted, That all causes pending in the 
eee ioe meote state courts at the passage of this act, which, by law, were transferable 
able, &¢.,may to the United States courts, may be so removed, under the rules govern- 
be removed. ~ ing such removals, as soon after the passage of this act as may be reason- 
ably practicable. 
Approvep, March 16, 1822. 


STATUTE I. 


March 30,1822. Cuar. XHI.—An Act for the establishment of a territorial government in 
Se Florida. (a) 


ppistand west Beit enacted by the Senateand House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all that territory ceded 


(a) The acts relating to the territory of Florida are: 

An act to authorize the President of the United States to take possession of East and West Florida, 
and establish a temporary government therein, March 3, 1819, ch. 93. 

An act for carrying into execution the treaty between the United States and Spain, concluded at 
Washington, on the twenty-second day of February, 1818, March 3, 1821, ch. 39. 

An act for establishing a territorial government in Florida, March 30, 1822, ch. 13. 

An act to provide for the collection of duties on imports and tonnage in Florida, and for other pur- 
poses, May 7, 1822, ch. 62. 

An act concerning the commerce and navigation of Florida, March 30, 1822, ch. 15. 

An act to amend “ An act for establishing a territorial government in Florida,” and for other purposes, 
March 3, 1823, ch. 23. , 

An act to carry into effect the ninth article of the treaty concluded between the United States and 
Spain, on the 22d day of February 1819, March 3, 1823, ch. 35. 

An act to amend an act, entitled “t Act to amend an act for the establishment of a territorial govern- 
ment in Florida, and for other purposes,’? May 26, 1824, ch. 163. 

An act to amend the several acts for the establishment of a territorial government in Florida, May 15, 
1826, ch. 46. 

An act to authorize the governor and legislative council of Florida to provide for holding additional 
terms of the superior courts therein, March 3, 1827, ch. 91. 

An act authorizing the legislative council of Florida to meet in October instead of December, 
and repealing the proviso in the sixth section of the act entitled “An act to amend an act for the 
establishment of a territorial government in Florida, and for other purposes,” approved March the 
third, one thousand eight hundred and three, April 28, 1828, ch. 42. 

An act to authorizo the citizens of the territories of Arkansas and Florida to elect their officers, and 
for other purposes, Jan. 21, 1829, ch. 13. 

An act to amend the several acts establishing a territorial government in Florida, March 22, 1832, 
ch, 52. 

An act to ascertain and mark the line between the state of Alabama, and the territory of Florida, 
and the northern boundary of Ilinois, and for other purposes, March 2, 1831, ch. 86, 

An act to authorize the territory of Florida to open a canal through the public lands between Chipola 
river and Saint Andrew’s bay,in West Florida, March 2, 1831, ch. 73. 

An act making provision for the sale and disposition of the public grounds in the cities of St. Augus- 
tine and Pensacola, and to reserve certain lots and buildings for public purposes, and to provide for 
their repair and preservation, June 28, 1832, ch. 152. 

An act to authorize the surveying and laying out a road from Detroit to the mouth of Grand river, in 
late Michigan territory, and for the survey of canal routes in the territory of Florida, July 4, 1832, 
ch. 164. i 

An act to amend the several acts for the establishment of a territorial government in Florida, July 
14, 1832, ch, 239. 

An act to establish a court at St. Mark’s, in Florida, March 2, 1833, ch. 93. 

aoe to equalize representation in the territory of Florida, and for other purposes, June 18, 1834, 
ch. 46. 

oe repealing certain acts of the legislative council of the territory of Florida, June 30, 1834, 
ch. 166. 

An act for tho relief of the inhabitants of East Florida, June 26, 1834, ch. 87. 

An act to disapprove and annul certain acts, of the territorial legislature of Florida, and for other 
purposes, July 1, 1836, ch. 231. 

An act regulating the terms of the Superior Court of the district of Florida, and for other purposes, 
July 2, 1836, ch. 261. 

An act authorizing a special term of the court of appeals for the territory of Florida, and for other 
purposes, Feb. 25, 1836, ch. 41. 
jaag tion authorizing the President to furnish rations to- certain inhabitants of Florida, February 1, 

ner to re-organize the legislative council of Florida, and for other purposes, July 7, 1838, 
ch. 168. 
An act to establish a new judicial district in the territory of Florida, July 7, 1838, ch, 181. 
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by Spain to the United States, known by the name of East and West 
Florida, shall constitute a territory of the United States, under the name 
of the territory of Florida, the government whereof shall be organized 
and administered as follows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive power shall 
be vested in a governor, who shall reside in the said territory, and hold 
his office during the term of three years, unless sooner removed by the 
President of the United States. He shall be commander-in-chief of the 
militia of the said territory, and be ex officio superintendent of Indian 
affairs; and shall have power to grant pardons for offences against. the 
said territory, and reprieves for those against the United States, until the 
decision of the President of the United States thereon shall be made 
known; and to appoint and commission all officers, civil and of the militia, 
whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which 
shall be established by law: he shall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the secretary of the ter- 
ritory shall also be appointed, who shall hold his office during the term 
of four years, unless sooner removed by the President of the United 
States; whose duty it shall be, under the direction of the governor, to 
record and preserve all the papers and proceedings of the executive, and 
all the acts of the governor and legislative council, and transmit authentic 
copies of the proceedings of the governor, in his executive department, 
every six months, to the President of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in case of the death, re- 
moval, resignation, or necessary absence, of the governor of the said 
territory, the secretary thereof shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
required io execute all the powers, and perform all the duties, of the go- 
vernor, during the vacancy occasioned by the removal, resignation, or 
necessary absence, of the said governor. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power shall be 
vested in the governor, and in thirteen of the most fit and discreet per- 
sons of the territory, to be called the legislative council, who shall be 
appointed annually, by the President of the United States, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, from among the citizens of the 
United States residing there. The governor, by and with the advice and 
consent of the said legislative council, or a majority of them, shall have 
power to alter, modify, or repeal the laws which may be in force at the 
commencement of this act. Their legislative powers shall also extend 
to all the rightful subjects of legislation; but no law shall be valid which 
is inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the United States, or 
which shall lay any person under restraint, burthen, or disability, on ac- 
count of his religious opinions, professions, or worship; in all which he 
shall be free to maintain his own, and not burthened with those of another. 
The governor shall publish, throughout the said territory, all the laws 
which shall be made, and shall, on or before the first day of December in 
each year, report the same to the President of the United States, to be 
laid before Congress, which, if disapproved by Congress, shall thence- 
forth be of no force. The governor and legislative council shall have no 
power over the primary disposal of the soil, nor to tax the lands of the 
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An act to provide for the armed occupation and settlement of the unsettled part of the peninsula of 


East Florida, August 4, 1842, ch. 122. 


An act to amend an act, entitled ‘€ An act to provide for the armed occupation and settlement of the 


unsettled parts of the peninsula of Florida,” June 15,1844, ch. 71. 


An act to confirm certain sections of land in St. Augustine land district in the territory of Florida, 


made under the pre-emption law of June 22, 1838, June 15, 1844, ch. 74. 
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United States, nor to interfere with the claims to lands within said terri- 
tory: the legislative council shall hold a session once in each year, com- 
mencing its first session on the second Monday of June next, at Pensa- 
cola, and continue in session not longer than two months; and thereafter 
on. the first Monday in May, in each and every year; but shall not con- 
tinue longer in session than four weeks; to be held at such place in said 
territory as the governor and council shall direct. It shall be the duty 
of the governor to obtain all the information in his power in relation to 
the customs, habits, and dispositions, of the inhabitants of the said terri- 
tory, and communicate the same, from time to time, to the President of 
the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power shall be 
vested in two superior courts, and in such inferior courts and justices of 
the peace, as the legislative council of the territory may, from time to 
time, establish. ‘There shal] be a superior court for that part of the ter- 
ritory known as East Florida, to consist of one judge; he shall hold a 
court on the first Mondays in January, April, July, and October, in each 
year, at St. Augustine, and at such other times and places as the legis- 
lative council shall direct. There shall be a superior court for that part 
of the territory known as West Florida, to consist of one judge ; he shall 
hold a court at Pensacola on the first Mondays in January, April, July, 
and October, in each year, and at such other times and places as the le- 
gislative council shall direct. Within its limits, herein described, each 
court shall have jurisdiction in all criminal cases, and exclusive jurisdic- 
tion in all capital cases, and original jurisdiction in all civil cases of the 
value of one hundred dollars, arising under, and cognisable by, the laws 
of the territory, now of force therein, or which may, at any time, be 
enacted by the legislative council thereof. Each judge shall appoint a 
clerk for his respective court, who shall reside, respectively, at St. Au- 
gustine and Pensacola, and they shall keep the records there. Each 
clerk shall receive for his services, in all cases arising under the territo- 
rial laws, such fees as may be established by the legislative council. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That each of said superior courts 
shall, moreover, have and exercise the same jurisdiction within its limits, 
in all cases arising under the laws and constitution of the United States, 
which, by an act to establish the judicial power [courts] of the United 
States, approved the twenty-fourth day of September, one thousand seven 
hundred and cighty-nine, and “An act in addition to the act, entitled 
‘ An act to establish the judicial courts of the United States,” approved 
the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, 
was vested in the court of the Kentucky district. And writs of error 
and appeal from the decisions in the said superior court, authorized by 
this section of this act, shall be made to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in the same cases, and under the same regulations, as from the 
circuit courts of the United States. The clerks, respectively, shall keep 
the records at the places where the courts are held, and shall receive, 
in all cases arising under the laws and constitution of the United States, 
the same fees which the clerk of the Kentucky district received for simi- 
lar services, whilst that court exercised the powers of the circuit and dis- 
irict courts. There shall be appointed, in the said territory, two persons 
learned in the law, to act as attorneys for the United States as well as for 
the territory ; one for that part of the territory known as East Florida, 
the other for that part of the territory known as West Florida: to each of 
whom, in addition to his stated fees, shall be paid, annually, two hundred 
dollars, as a full compensation for all extra services, There shall also be 
appointed two marshals, one for each of the said superior courts, who 
shall each perform the same duties, be subject to the same regulations 
and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, to which marshals in other 
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districts are entitled for similar services; and shall, in addition, be paid 
the sum of two hundred dollars, annually, as a compensation for all ex- 
tra services. i 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary; 
judges of the superior courts, district attorneys, marshals, and all general 
officers of the militia, shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. All judicial 
officers shall hold their offices for the term of four years, and no longer. 
The governor, secretary, judges, members of the legislative council, jus- 
tices of the peace, and all other officers, civil and of the militia, before 
they enter upon the dutics of their respective offices, shall take an oath 
or affirmation to support the constitution of the United States, and for the 
faithful discharge of the duties of their office; the governor, before the 
President of the United States, or before a judge of the Supreme or dis- 
trict court of the United States, or before such other person as the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall authorize to administer the same; the 
secretary, judges, and members of the legislative council, before the go- 
vernor, and all other officers, before such persons as the governor shall 
direct. The governor shall receive an annual salary of two thousand five 
hundred dollars; the secretary of one thousand five hundred dollars; and 
the judges of one thousand five hundred dollars, each; to be paid quarter 
yearly out of the treasury of the United States. The members of the le- 
gislative council shall receive three dollars each, per day, during their 
attendance in council, and three dollars for every twenty miles in going 
to, and returning from any meeting of the legislative council, once in each 
session, and no more. The members of the legislative council shall be 
privileged from arrest, except in cases of treason, felony, and breach of 
the peace, during their going to, attendance at, and returning from, each 
session of said council. i 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That the following acts, that is to say: 

“An act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States,” approved April thirtieth, one thousand seven ‘hundred and 
ninety, and all acts in addition or supplementary thereto, which are now 
in force: 

« An act to provide for the punishment of [certain] crimes and offences 
committed within the Indian boundaries,” approved March third, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventeen : 

“ An act in addition to the act for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and to repeal the acts therein mentioned,” 
approved April twentieth, one thousand cight hundred and eighteen: 

“An act for the punishment of [certain] crimes therein specified,” 
approved January thirtieth, one thousand seven hundred. and ninety-nine: 

“ An act respecting fugitives from justice and persons escaping from 
the service of their masters,” approved twelfth February, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three : i 

“ An act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the United’ 
States to any foreign place or country,” approved March twenty-second, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine: [four] 

“ An act in addition to the act entitled ‘An act to prohibit the carry- 
ing on the slave trade from the United States to any foreign place or 
country,” approved May tenth, one thousand eight hundred: 

“The act to prohibit the importation of slaves into any port or place 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the first. day 
of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
eight,” approved March second, one thousand eight hundred and seven: 

“ An act to prevent settlements being made on lands ceded to the 
United States until authorized by law,” approved March third, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seven: : 

« An act in addition to ‘An act to prohibit the importation of slaves 
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into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, from 
and after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, and to repeal certain parts of the same,” ap- 
proved April twentieth, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen: 

“ An act in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave trade,” approved 
March third, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen : 

“An act to establish the post-office of the United States :” (a) 

“ An act further to alter and establish certain post-roads, and for the 
more secure. carriage of the mail of the United States :” 

“ An act for the more general promulgation of the laws of the United 
States :”? (b 

“An 0 in addition to an act, entitled ‘An act for the more general 
promulgation of the laws of the United States’ ” 

“An act to provide for the publication of the laws of the United 
States, and for other purposes :” 

“An act to promote the progress of useful arts, and to repeal the act 
heretofore made for that purpose :” 

“ An act to extend the privilege of obtaining patents for useful disco- 
veries and inventions to certain persons therein mentioned, and to en- 
large and define the penalties for violating the rights of patentees :” 

“An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of 
maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, 
during the time therein mentioned:” 

“The act supplementary thereto, and for extending the benefits thereof 
to the arts of designing, engraving, and etching, historical and other prints:” 

“ An act to prescribe the mode in which the public acts, records, and 
judicial proceedings, in each state, shall be authenticated, so as to take 
effect in any other state :” 

“An act supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to prescribe the 
mode in which the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings, in each 
state, shall be acknowledged, so as to take effect in any other state’ ” 

“An act for establishing trading-houses with the Indian tribes,” and 
the several acts continuing the same: 

“An act making provision relative to rations for Indians, and their 
visits to the seatof government.” 

And the laws of the United States relating to the revenue and its col- 
lection, subject to the modification stipulated by the fifteenth article 
of the treaty of the twenty-second February, one thousand eight hundred 
and nine, in favour of Spanish vessels and their cargoes ; and all other 
public laws of the United States, which are not repugnant to the pro- 
visions of this act, shall extend to, and have full force and effect in, the 
territory aforesaid. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That, to the end that the inhabi- 
tants may be protected in their liberty, property, and the exercise of their 
religion, no law shall ever be valid which shall impair, or in any way re- 
strain, the freedom of religious opinions, professions, or worship. They 
shall be entitled to the benefit of the writ of habeas corpus. They shall 
be bailable in all cases, except for capital offences, where the proof is 
evident or the presumption great. All fines shall be moderate and pro- 
portioned to the offence; and excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
cruel nor unusual punishments inflicted. No ex post facto law, or law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed; nor. shall 
private property be taken for public uses without just compensation. 

Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That all free male white persons, 
who are housekeepers, and Who shall have resided one year, at least, in 
the said territory, shall be qualified to act as grand and petit jurors in the 


(a) The title of this actis “An act regulating the post-office establishment,” April 30, 1810, ch. 37. 


(6) The title of this actis ‘An act to provide for a 


more extensive distribution of the laws of the 


United States, passed March 27, 1804, ch. 60. 
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courts of the said territory; and they shall, until the legislature thereof 
shall otherwise direct, be selected in such manner asthe judges of the said 
courts shall respectively prescribe, so as to be most conducive to an im- 
partial trial, and to be least burthensome to the inhabitants of the- said 
territory. 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
any person or persons to import or bring into the said territory, from any 
port or place without the limits of the United States, or cause or pro- 
cure to be so imported or brought, or knowingly to aid or assist in so im- 
porting or bringing, any slave or slaves. And every person so offend- 
ing, and being thereof convicted before any court within the said terri- 
tory, having competent jurisdiction, shall forfeit and pay, for each and 
every slave so imported or brought, the sum of three hundred dollars, 
one moiety for the use of the United States, and the other moiety for 
the use of the person or persons who shall sue for the same ; and every 
slave so imported or brought shall thereupon become entitled to, and re- 
ceive, his or her freedom. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the laws in force in the 
said territory, at the commencement of this act, and not inconsistent 
with the provisions thereof, shall continue in force until altered, modified, 
or repealed, by the legislature. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the citizens of the said ter- 
ritory shall be entitled to one delegate to Congress, for the said territory, 
who shall possess the same powers heretofore granted to the delegates 
from the several territories of the United States. The said delegate 
shall be elected by such description of persons, at such times, and under 
such regulations, as the governor and legislative council may, from time 
to time, ordain and direct. 

Approve, March 39, 1822. 


Crap. XIV.—An Aci to authorize the state of Illinois to open a canal through 
the public lands, to connect the Illinois river with Lake Michigan. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the state of Ilinois 
be, and is hereby, authorized to survey and mark, through the public 
lands of the United States, the route of the canal connecting the Ii- 
nois river with the southern bend of Lake Michigan; and ninety feet 
of land on each side of said canal shall be for ever reserved from any 
sale to be made by the United States, except in the cases hereinafter 
provided for, and the use thereof for ever shall be, and the same is here- 
by, vested in the said state for a canal, and for no other purpose what- 
ever; on condition, however, that if the said state does not survey and 
direct by law said canal to be opened, and return a complete map 
thereof to the Treasury Department, within three years from and after 
the passing of this act; or if the said canal be not completed, suitable 
for navigation, within twelve years thereafter; or if said ground shall 
ever cease, to be occupied by, and used for, a canal, suitable for naviga- 
tion; the reservation and grant hereby made shall be void and of none 
effect: Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and declared, That no- 
thing in this act contained, or that shall be done in pursuance thereof, shall 
be deemed or construed to imply any obligation on the part of the 
United States to appropriate any money tp defray the expenses of survey- 
ing or opening said canal: Provided also, and it is hereby further enacted 
and declared, That the said canal, when completed, shall be, and for ever 
remain, a public highway for the use of the government of the United 
States, free from any toll or other charge whatever, for any property of 
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the United States, or persons in their service, passing through the 
same. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every section of Jand 
through which said canal route may pass, shall be, and. the same is 
hereby, reserved from future sale, until hereafter specially directed by 
law: and the said state is hereby authorized and permitted, without 
waste, to use any materials on the public lands adjacent to said canal, 
that may be necessary for its construction. 

‘Approvenp, March 30, 1822. 


Cuar, XV.—An Act concerning the commerce and navigation of Florida, (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That any ship or vessel pos- 
sessed of, and sailing under, a Spanish register, on the tenth day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, belonging, and con- 
tinuing to belong, wholly to a citizen or citizens of the United States 
then residing within the territories ceded to the United States by the 
treaty of the twenty-second of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen, between the United States and the King of Spain, the 
ratifications of which were exchanged on the twenty-second of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, or to any person or per- 
sons being, on the said tenth day of July, an inhabitant or inhabitants 
of the said ceded territory, and who continue to reside therein, and of 
which the master is a citizen of the United States, or an inhabitant as 
aforesaid, may be registered, enrolled, and licensed, in the manner pre- 
scribed by law; and being so registered, enrolled, and licensed, shall be 
denominated and deemed a ship or vessel of the United States, and en- 
titled to the same privileges and benefits: Provided, That it shall be 
lawful for the collector to whom application shall be made for a certifi- 
cate of registry, enrolment, or license, by any citizen or inhabitant as 
aforesaid, to make such variations in the forms of the oaths, certificates, 
and licenses, as shall render them applicable to the cases herein intended to 
be provided for: And provided also, That every such inhabitant, applying 
as aforesaid, shall, prior to,his being entitled to receive such certificate 
of registry, enrolment, or license, deposit, with the collector, the register 
and other papers under which such ship or vessel had been navigated ; 
and also take and subscribe, before the collector, (who is hereby author- 
ized to administer the same,) the following oath: “T, A B, do swear (or 
affirm) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the United States 
of America, and that Ido entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty whatever; 
and particularly to the King of Spain.” 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of said ceded 
territory, who were residents thereof on the said tenth day of July, and 
who shall take the said oath, and who continue to reside therein, or citi- 
zens of the United States resident therein, shall be entitled to all the 
benefits and privileges of owning ships or vessels of the United States, 
to all intents and purposes, as if they were resident citizens of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That during the term of twelve 
years, to commence three months after the twenty-second day of Febru- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, being the day of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of said treaty, Spanish ships or vessels, coming 


(a). See notes of the acts of Congress relating to the territory of Florida, Act of March 30, 1822, 


ch. 13. 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cu. 16,18. 1822. 
Jaden only with the productions of Spanish growth or manufacture, 
directly from the ports of Spain or her colonies, shall be admitted into 
the ports of Pensacola and St. Augustine, in the said ceded territory, in 
the same manner as ships and vessels of the United States, and without 
paying any other or higher duties on their cargoes than by law now are, 
cr shall at the time be made payable by citizens of the United States, on 
similar articles imported into said Pensacola or St. Augustine, in ships 
and vessels of the United States, from any of the ports or places of Spain 
or her colonies, and without paying any higher tonnage duty than by 
law now is, or at the time shall be, laid on any ship or vessel of the 
United States, coming from any port or place of Spain or any of her 
colonies, to said ports of Pensacola or St. Augustine. 
Approvep, March 39, 1822. 


Cuar, XVI.—An Act supplemental to an act, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
disposal of certain lots of public ground in the city of New Orleans and town 
of Mobile.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the corporation of the 
city of New Orleans be, and are hereby, authorized to appropriate so 
much of the lot of ground on which Fort St. Charles formerly stood, as 
may be necessary for continuing Esplanade street to the Mississippi 
river; and, also, to sell and convey that portion of the said ground which 
lies below said strect; the proceeds of such sale shall be applied to the 
purchase of the ground necessary for the opening of Victory street, and 
the public walk and Elysian fields, and to such other purpose as the said 
corporation may deem expedient. 

Approvep, March 39, 1822. 


Cuar. XVIU.—.2n Aet fo amend the laws now in force as to the issuing of 
original wrils and final process in the circuit courts of the United States within 
the state of Tennessee. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That in each and every case 
where a citizen of any one of the United States shall wish to commence 
a suit in the circuit court of the United States, for either the district of 
east or of west Tennessee, against two or more citizens of the state of Ten- 
nessee, some of whom reside in east and some in west Tennessee, it shall 
and may be lawful for such citizen to cause the clerk of the circuit court 
in which he may elect to commence his suit, to issue duplicate writs; 
one directed to the marshal of cast, and the other to the marshal of west, 
Tennessee; which writs it shall be the duty of the respective marshals 
to execute and return, and when returned they shall be docketted and 
proceeded in to judgment as one case only. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in each and every case where a 
judgment has been recovered, or may be hereafter recovered, in either of 
said circuit courts, it shall and may be lawful for the plaintiff in any such 
action, to cause his writ of fieri facias, alias fieri facias, or other process of 
execution, to be directed and delivered to the marshal of either east or west 
‘Tennessee, at his election; and it shall be the duty of such marshal to 
whom the same may be directed, to do execution thereof, in the same 
manner, and under the same penalties, that he would be if the judgment 
had been rendered in the court of the district of which he is marshal. 

Approvep, March 30, 1822. 
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April 17, 1822. 
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Bounds of the 
port of entry. 


Srature I. 


April 17, 1822, 


Act of Feb. 
25, 1801, ch.7. 

After the 
30th Sept. 1822, 
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district of Bris- 
tol.and Warren, 
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one port of en- 
try. 


Sraruts Í. 


April 17, 1822. 


Duty remitted 
on sword pre- 
sented to Capt. 
Thomas Mac- 
donough. 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cu. 23, 24, 25,26. 1822, 


Cuar, XXIII.— Jn Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An act to alter 
the terms of the district court in Alabama.” (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the third section of the 
act, entitled “ An act to alter the terms of the district court in Alabama,” 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and so much of the second section 
of the act, entitled “ An act to establish a district court in the state of 
Alabama,” as was repealed by the said third section, is hereby revived, 
re-enacted, and declared to be of full force and effect. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all causes, actions, suits, indict- 
ments, libels, pleas, processes, and proceedings of whatsoever kind, 
nature, or description, sued out, commenced, or made returnable, at 
Cahawba, shall be there proceeded in and determined; and, in like 
manner, all such sued out, commenced, or made returnable, at Mobile, 
shall be there proceeded in and determined. 

Approven, April 17, 1822. 


Cuar. XXIV.—An Aet to fix the limits of the port of 
the district of Philadelphia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That Philadelphia shall, from 
and after the passage of this act, be the sole port of entry and delivery 
for the district of Philadelphia; which said port of entry and delivery 
shall be bounded by the Navy Yard on the south, and Cohocksink creek 
on the north, any thing in any former law to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Approvep, April 17, 1822. 


entry and delivery for 


Cuar. XXV.—An Act to amend the act, entitled ‘‘ An act to establish the district 
of Bristol, and to annex the towns of Kittery and Berwick to the district of 
Portsmouth,” passed February twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and one. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the thir- 
tieth day of September next, the district of Bristol, as described in the 
act, entitled “ An act to establish the district of Bristol, and to annex the 
towns of Kittery and Berwick to the district of Portsmouth,” passed 
February twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and one, shall be called and 
known by the name of the district of Bristol and Warren; and that Bristol 
and Warren shall thereafter be considered as one port of entry, and shall 
possess all the rights and privileges which now belong to the port of 
Bristol. 

Approven, April 17, 1822. 


Cuar: XXVI.—.An Act to remit the duties on a sword imported, to be presented 
to Captain Thomas Macdonough, of the United States’ Navy. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the duties which have 
accrued, or which may accrue, to the United States, upon the impor- 
tation of a sword, to be presented to Captain Thomas Macdonough, 
of the United States’ Navy, in behalf of the petty officers, seamen 


(2) See notes to the act of April 21, 1820, ch, 47. 
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and marines, who served on board the frigate Guerriere, when she 

was lately under his command in the Mediterranean, which sword is 

represented to be, or lately to have been, in the custody of the collector 

of the district of New York, be, and the said duties are hereby, remitted. 
Avprovep, April 17, 1822. 


Cuar. XXVIL.—An Act to establish the district of Blakely. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the Alabama, Middle, and Tensaw rivers, in the state 
of Alabama, and all the shores and waters on the east side of the bay of 
Mobile, and all the rivers of the said state emptying into the Gulf of 
Mexico, to the east of said bay, shall form a collection district, to be 
called the district of Blakely, of which the port of Blakely shall be the 
sole port of entry; and a collector for the district shall be appointed, to 
reside at such place as the President of the United States shall direct, 
near said port, who shall be entitled to receive, in addition to the fees and 
other emoluments established by law, the annual salary of two hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

Approven, April 17, 1822. 


Cuar. XXVIII.—An Act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to exchange 
a stock bearing an interest of five per cent. for certain stocks bearing an interest 
of six und seven per cent, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That a subscription, to the 
amount of twelve millions of dollars, of the seven per cent. stock, and of 
the six per cent. stock of the year eighteen hundred and twelve, and also for 
fourteen millions of the six per cent. stock of the years eighteen hundred 
and thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen, be, and the same is hereby, proposed: for 
which purpose books shall be opened at the Treasury of the United States, 
and at the several loan offices, on the first day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two, to continue open until the first day of July next 
thereafter, for such parts of the above-mentioned description of stocks 
as shall, on the day of subscription, stand on the books of the treasury, 
and on those of the several loan offices, respectively; which subscription 
shall be effected by a transfer to the United States, in the manner pro- 
vided by law for such transfers, of the credit or credits standing on the 
said books, and by a surrender of the certificates. of the stock so 
subscribed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the whole, or any part, of 
any sum which shall be thus subscribed, of the six per cent. stocks of the 
years one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, credits shall be entered to the respective sub- 
scribers, who shall be entitled to a certificate or certificates, purporting 
that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or 
their, assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the amount. of 
the principal stock thus subscribed, bearing an interest of five per 
centum per annum, payable quarterly, from the thirtieth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, transferable in the same 
manner as is provided by law for the transfer of the stock subscribed, and 
subject to redemption, at the pleasure of the United States, in the pro- 
portion,and at the periods, herein defined, viz: one-third at any time after 
the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty; 
one-third at any time after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-one; and the remainder at any time after the 
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thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two ; 
and that for the whole, or any part, which shall be thus subscribed, of 
the seven per cent. stock, credits shall be entered to the respective sub- 
scribers, who shall be entitled to a. certificate or certificates, purporting 
that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or 
their, assigns, a sum, to be expressed therein, equal to the amount of the 
principal stock thus subscribed, bearing an interest of five per cent. per 
annum, payable quarterly, from the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-two, transferable in the manner as is provided by law 
for the transfer of the stock subscribed, and subject to redemption, at the 
pleasure of the United States, at any time after the thirty-first day of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three: Provided, That no 
reimbursement shall be made, except for the whole amount of such new 
certificate, nor until after at least six months’ public notice of such intend- 
ed reimbursement. And it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to cause to be re-transferred to the respective subscribers, the 
several sums by them subscribed beyond the amount of the certificates 
of five per cent. stock issued to them respectively. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, if the amount of seven and 
six per cent. stocks, authorized to be subscribed by the first section of 
this act, shall not have been subscribed by the first day of July next, the 
remainder of that amount may be subscribed, on the books of the treasury, 
at any time between the said first day of Julyand the first day of October 
next thereafter ; and for the whole or any part of any sum which shall be 
thus subscribed, of the six per cent, stocks of the years eighteen hundred 
and twelve, eighteen hundred and thirteen, eighteen hundred and four- 
teen, and eighteen hundred and fifteen, credits shall be entered to the 
respective subscribers, who shall be entitled to a certificate or certificates 
purporting that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, 
his, her, or their, assigns, a sum, to be expressed therein, equal to the 
amount of the principal stock thus subscribed, bearing an interest of five 
per centum per annum, payable quarterly, from the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, transferable in the 
same manner as is provided by law for the transfer of the stock subscribed, 
and subject to redemption, at the pleasure of the United States, in the 
proportion, and at the periods, herein defined, viz : one-third at any time 
after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty; one third at any time after the thirty-first day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-one; and the remainder at any time 
after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two ; and that for the whole or any part which shall be thus sub- 
scribed of the seven per cent. stock, credits shall be entered to the re- 
spective subscribers, who shall be entitled to a certificate or certificates, 
purporting that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, 
his, her, or their, assigns, a sum, to be expressed therein, equal to the 
amount of the principal stock thus subscribed, bearing an interest of five 
per centum per annum, payable quarterly, from the thirticth day of Sep- 
tember, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, transferable in the 
manner as is provided by law for the transfer of the stock subscribed, 
and subject to redemption, at the pleasure of the United States, at any 
time after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-three: Provided, That no reimbursement shall be made, except 
for the whole amount of such new certificate, nor until after at least six 
months’ public notice of such reimbursement. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the same funds which have 
heretofore been, and now are, pledged by law for the payment of the in- 
terest, and for the redemption or reimbursement of the stock which may 
be subscribed by virtue of the provisions of this act, shall remain pledged 
for the payment of the interest accruing on the stock created by reason 
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of such subscription, and for the redemption or reimbursement of the 
principal of the same. It shall be the duty of the commissioners of the 
sinking fund to cause to be applied and paid, out of the said fund, yearly 
and every year, sich sum and sums as may be annually wanted to dis- 
charge the interest accruing on the stock which may be created by vir- 
tue of this act. The said commissioners are hereby authorized to apply, 
from time to time, such sum and sums, out of the said fund, as they may 
think proper, towards redeeming, by purchase or by reimbursement, in 
conformity with the provisions of this act, the principal of the said stock. 
And such part of the annual sum of ten millions of dollars, vested by 
law in the said commissioners, as may be necessary and wanting for the 
above purposes, shall be and continue appriated [appropriated] to the 
payment of interest and redemption of the public debt, until the whole 
of the stock which may be created under the provisions of this act 
shall have been redeemed or reimbursed. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be construed in any wise to alter, abridge, or impair, the rights of 
those creditors of the United States who shall not subscribe to the loan 
to be opened by virtue of this act. 

APPROVED, April 20, 1822. 


Crap, XXIX.—An Aci to revive and continue in force * An act declaring the 
assent of Congress to certain acts of the states of Maryland and Georgia.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act passed the seven- 
teenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred, entitled 
“ An act declaring the assent of Congress to certain acts of the states of 
Maryland and Georgia,” and which, by subsequent acts, has been revived 
and continued in force until the third day of March, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-two, be, and the same hereby is, revived and continued in 
force until the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-eight: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize 
the demand of a duty on tonnage on vessels propelled by steam employed 
in the transportation of passengers. 

Approven, April 20, 1822. 


Cuar, XXX.—An Aet supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
the purchasers of public lands, prior to the first day of July, eighieen hundred 
and twenty.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, ‘That all purchasers, and 
every legal holder of any certificate of the purchase, of the public lands 
of the United States, who were entitled to, but who have not availed 
themselves of, any of the provisions of the act of Congress of the second 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the purchasers of public lands prior to the first day 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty,” be allowed, at any 
time on or before the thirtieth day of September, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two, to surrender their certificates of purchase, to 
accept, and, on filing such acceptances, shall be entitled and subject: to 
such of the provisions of the aforesaid act as apply to cases where com- 
plete payment may be made of any tract of land prior to the thirtieth 
day of September next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all purchasers, and ‘every 

Vor. IH.—84 3K 2 
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legal holder of any certificate of purchase, of the public lands of the 
United States, who may not have accepted any of the provisions of the 
aforesaid act of March second, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
one, or who may not avail themselves of the provisions of the first sec- 
tion of this act, be permitted, at any time prior to the thirtieth of Sep- 
tember next, to file their acceptances, and surrender their certificates of 
purchase, and shall be entitled to all the benefits, and subject to all the 
provisions, of the aforesaid act of March second, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-one, which relate in any manner to relinquishment 
and classification, and to the extension of the time of payment by instal- 
ments, and the proceeding in relation thereto, in the same manner as if 
such acceptances had been filed on or before the thirtieth of Septem- 
ber last. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all purchasers, and every legal 
holder of any certificate of purchase, of the public lands of the United 
States, who may have filed their acceptances and surrendered their 
certificates of purchase, and accepted the provisions of the aforesaid act 
of March second, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, which 
relate to payments to be made by instalments, be permitted, notwith- 
standing their acceptances heretofore filed, to make complete payment 
on any tract of land on or before the thirtieth day of September next, 
and shall be entitled to the discount provided for by the fourth section of 
the aforesaid act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
registers and receivers of the several land offices of the United States to 
perform the duties prescribed by, or necessary to carry into complete 
effect, the provisions of this act, according to the forms and instructions 
heretofore given by the Treasury Department; to keep full and faithful ac- 
counts and records of all proceedings under the same, in the manner 
prescribed by the eighth section of the aforesaid act; to make report of 
the same to the Treasury Department within the term of three months 
from the thirtieth of September next; and shall receive, as compensation 
for like services, the fees provided for by the seventh and eighth sections 
of said act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every tract of land which 
would have been forfeited from a failure to file an acceptance and to sur- 
render the certificate of purchase on or before the thirtieth of September, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, be, and the same is hereby, 
exempted from forfeiture and sale until the thirtieth day of September 
next, and no longer. 

Approven, April 20, 1822. 


Cuar. XXXI.—~An Act to alter the times of holding courts in the western 
district of Virginia, and for other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, instead of the times 
now prescribed by law for holding courts in the western district of Vir- 
ginia, the said courts shall be held annually on the first Mondays of April 
and September, at Wythe Courthouse; and at Lewisburg, on the Fridays 
succeeding the first Mondays of April and September; and at Clarks- 
burg, on the fourth Mondays of May and October ; to which days, respec- 
tively, all process returnable to the first days of the next succeeding term 
shall be held returnable, and returned accordingly. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That if the judge shall not attend 
on the first day of any court, such court shall stand adjourned from day 


(a) See notes to the act of Feb. 4, 1819, ch. 12. 
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to day for three days, if the same cause continue; after which time, if 
the judge still fail to attend, the court shall stand adjourned until the 
first day of the next term. 

Approvep, April 26, 1822. 


—_—— 


Cuar. XXXIL—An Act altering the time and place of holding the district court 
in the district of Mississippi. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the district court of the 
United States for the district of Mississippi, heretofore holden at the 
seat of government in the state of Mississippi, on the first Mondays in 
January and July, shall, after the next July term, which may be holden 
at the city of Natchez, hereafter hold its regular terms at the courthouse 
of Adams county, in the city of Natchez, on the first Mondays in April 
and October, and may continue to sit at each term until the business of 
the court is finished. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every writ, process, subpoena, 
or recognisance, returnable according to law, or the tenor thcreof, to 
either of the aforesaid terms holden on the first Mondays in January and 
July, shall, after the next July term, be returnable, and shall be returned 
to the next succeeding term of said court,to be holden on the first Mon- 
days in April and October, after the passing of this act. 

Approven, April 26, 1822. 


Cuar. XXXUT—An Act supplementary to an acl, entitled “An act to set apart 
and dispose of certain public lands for the encouragement of the cultivation of 
the vine and olive.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, whenever any individual 
or individuals, named in the contract entered into between the Secretary 
of the Treasury and Charles Villar, agent of the French association, on 
the eighth day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen, by virtue of the act of Congress, entitled “An act to set apart 
and dispose of certain public lands for the encouragement of the cultiva- 
tion of the vine and olive,” passed on the third day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seventeen, or the heirs or devisees of such indi- 
vidual or individuals, shall have complied with the conditions of settle- 
ment and cultivation, in the said contract prescribed, in proportion to his 
or their interest, under the said contract, and in the lands thereby set 
apart, and shall have paid the amount of purchase money, proportionate 
to his or their interest in said land, within the particular periods in the 
said contract limited, it shall and may be lawful for the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and he is hereby required, to cause letters patent to be 
issued to such individual or individuals, or his or their heirs or devisees, 
for the amount of his or their interest in the lands set apart and contract- 
ed for by virtue of the said act, any thing in the said act or contract con- 
tained to the contrary notwithstanding: saving, always, to the widow of 
any such deceased proprietor her right of dower in said lands, according 
to the laws of the state of Alabama. 

Aprrovep, April 26, 1822. 


(a) See notes to act of Jan. 11, 1821, ch. 6. 
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Cuar. XL.—in Act to perfect certain locations and sales of public lands in 
Missouri. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the locations heretofore 
made of warrants issued under the act of the fifteenth of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, in the Missouri territory, 
who suffered by earthquakes,” if made in pursuance of the provisions 
of that act, in other respects, shall be perfected into grants, in like man- 
ner as if they had conformed to the sectional or quarter sectional lines 
of the public surveys; and the sales of fractions of the public lands, 
heretofore created by such locations, shall be as valid and binding on the 
United States as if such fractions had been made by rivers, or other na- 
tural obstructions. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That hereafter the holders and 
locators of such warrants shall be bound, in locating them, to conform 
to the sectional or quarter sectional lines of the public surveys, as nearly 
as the respective quantities of the warrants will admit; and all such war- 
rants shall be located within one year after the passage of this act; in 
default whereof the same shall be null and void. 

Arproven, April 26, 1822. 


Cuar. XLL—An Act making appropriations for the support of government for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, and for other purposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 

and the same are hereby, respectively, appropriated for the service of the 

year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two; that is to say: 

For compensation, granted by law, to the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, their officers, and attendants, in addition to an unexpended 
balance of two hundred and fourteen thousand and sixty-seven dollars 
and fourteen cents, two hundred and one thousand five hundred and 
twenty-one dollars and eighty-six cents. 

For the expenses of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con- 
tingent expenses of the two Houses of Congress, forty-five thousand 
dollars. 

For the expenses of the library of Congress, including the librarian’s 
allowance for the year, one thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For books for the library, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the President of the United States, twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Vice President of the United States, five thou- 
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the Department of State, by the act 
of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
fifteen thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said department, including 
the messenger in the patent office, nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the contingent and incidental expenses of the Department of State, 
including expenses of publishing the foreign correspondence of the con- 
federation Congress, for extra copying of papers, and a deficiency in the 
appropriation for printing the secret journals of the old Congress, 
twenty-four thousand four hundred and ninety-two dollars and fi fiy-six cents. 


3 ts compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, six thousand 
ollars, 
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For compensation to the clerks in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, ten thousand dollars. 


For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand and 
fifty dollars, in full of all allowances, 


For compensation to the first comptroller of the treasury, three thou-. 


sand five hundred dollars. 


For compensation to the clerks in the office of the first comptroller, 
per act of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
seventeen thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars, 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred dol- 
lars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the second comptroller of the treasury, three 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the second comptroller, 
per act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eigh- 
teen, nine thousand seven hundred and fifty dollar: : 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the first auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the first auditor, per act 
of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
fifteen thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the second auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the second auditor, 
sixteen thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the third auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the third auditor, per act 
of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
twenty-eight thousand six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand and 
fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the fourth auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the fourth auditor, per 
act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
fifteen thousand and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the fifth auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the fifth auditor, per 
act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
ten thousand five hundred dollars. 

For two clerks to complete the duties of the commissioner of the 
revenue, transferred to the office of the fifth auditor, two thousand 
five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For one clerk on the business of the agent of the treasury, transferred 
to the office of the fifth auditor, one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred dol- 
lars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the treasurer of the United States, three thousand 
dollars. 
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For compensation to the clerks in the office of the treasurer of the 
United States, per act of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen, five thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 
For compensation to an additional clerk, as allowed by act of ap- 


propriation of one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, and ońe thou- 


sand eight hundred and twenty; and, also, for an assistant to the chief 
elerk, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the commissioner of the general land office, three 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of said commissioner, 
per act of twentieth of April,one thousand eight hundred and cighteen, 
twenty-two thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the register, per act 
of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, twenty- 
two thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, including the 
allowance for stamping ships’ registers, eight hundred dollars, in full of 
all allowances, 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink- 
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For allowance to the person employed in transmitting passports and 
sea-letters, for expense of translating foreign languages in the office of 
the Secretary of the Treasury ; for stationery, fuel, printing, and all other 
incidental and contingent expenses, in the Treasury Department, and 
the several offices therein, including the expenses of stating and print- 
ing the public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two, thirty-six thousand dollars. 

For allowance to the superintendent, and four watchnien, employ- 
ed for the security of the state and treasury buildings, for the repairs of 
engines, hose and buckets, one thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the Secretary of War, 
per act of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
twenty-three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand and 
fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the paymaster general, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the paymaster general, 
four thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the commissary general of purchases, three thou- 
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the commissary gen- 
eral of purchases, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the adjutant general, 
two thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the ordnance, two 
thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the commissary gene- 
ral. of subsistence, two thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 
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For compensation to the clerks in the engineer office, two thousand 
one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerk in the office, of the surgeon general, 
one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the War Department, including fuel, 
stationery, and other contingent expenses, six thousand dollars. 

j For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, six thousand dol- 
ars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the Secretary of the 
Navy, per act of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eigh- 
teen, eight thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand and 
fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For the contingent expenses of the said office, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the commissioners of the navy board, ten thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the navy 
board, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the commissioners 
of the navy board, per act of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen, three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation of three clerks, and a draftsman, as allowed by acts 
of appropriation since the first of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred dol- 
lars, in full of all allowances. 

For the contingent expenses of said office, two thousand dollars. 

For allowance to the superintendent, and four watchmen, employed for 
the security of the war and navy buildings, and for the incidental and 
contingent expenses, including oil, fuel, and candles, two thousand and 
sixty-eight dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster General, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation to two assistant postmasters general, five thousand 
dollars, i 

For compensation to the clerks in the general post-office, per act of 
twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, twenty-two 
thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand 
and fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For contingent expenses of said office, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor general, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the surveyor general, 
two thousand one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor south of Tennessee, two thousand 
dollars, 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of said surveyor, one 
thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor in Tllinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, 
two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of said surveyor, two thou- 
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor in Alabama, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the surveyor in 
Alabama, one thousand five hundred dollars. i oe 

For compensation to the late commissioner of the public buildings, at 
Washington city, four hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixty-seven 
cents. 

For compensation to the officers and clerks in the mint, nine thousand 
six hundred dollars. 
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For persons employed in the different operations of the mint, nine 
thousand and fifty dollars.. 

For incidental and contingent expenses, and repairs, cost of machinery, 
and for allowance of wastage in the gold and silver coinage of the mint, 
eight thousand one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary, of the 
Arkansas territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of said territory, three hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary, of the Michi- 
gan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of said territory, three hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation to the chief justice, the associate judges, and 
district judges, of the United States, including the chief justice and asso- 
ciate judges of the District of Columbia, seventy-eight thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the attorney general of the United States, three 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerk in the office of the attorney general, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the reporter of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to sundry district attorneys and marshals, as granted 
by law, including those in the several territories, eight thousand nine 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the Supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the District of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, penalties, and for- 
feitures, and for defraying the expenses of prosecutions for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, thirty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions, granted by the late and present 
government, two thousand nine hundred and forty-seven dollars and 
ninety-nine cents. 

For making good a deficiency in the fund for the relief of seamen, 
thirty thousand dollars. 

For the support and maintenance of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
stakeages, including the purchase and transportation of oil, keepers’ sala- 
ries, repairs, and improvements, and contingent expenses, forty-one thou- 
sand one hundred and four dollars and sixty-eight cents, in addition to an 
unexpended balance of fifty-three thousand four hundred and twenty-six 
dollars and sixty-two cents. 

For rebuilding the lighthouse on Fayerweather island, which was 
blown down in the gale of third September last, three thousand dollars. 

For building a lighthouse on the Bodkin, and two lighthouses on 
North Point, in Maryland, in addition to the sums heretofore appropri- 
ated for those objects, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For placing buoys in the channels through the shoals of Cape Hatteras 
and. Cape Lookout, and in the channels through the Frying Pan shoals, 
and over the bars at Ocracock and Cape Fear, one thousand six hundred 
dollars. 

For stationery, books, &c. for the offices of commissioners of loans 
six thousand nine hundred and sixty-nine dollars and sixteen cents. 

For surveying the public lands of the United States, actually performed 
in one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

For payment to John Trumbull, for paintings commemorative of the 
most important events of the revolution, six thousand dollars. 
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For the prohibition of the slave trade, being the amount carried to the 
surplus fund on the thirty-first of December last, forty-seven thousand six 
hundred and forty-seven dollars and sixty-seven cents. 


For the payment of balances due to officers of the old internal revenue l 


and direct tax, fourteen thousand fifty-six dollars and ten cents. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall be admitted in due course of 
settlement at the treasury, six thousand dollars. 

For the salaries of the ministers of the United States to London, 
Paris, St. Petersburg, Lisbon, and Madrid, with the salaries of their 
several secretaries of legation, and the salaries of the chargé des affaires 
at the Hague, and at Stockholm, sixty-four thousand dollars. 

For an outfit to a minister at Lisbon, nine thousand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of those missions, ten thousand dollars. 

For expenses of carrying into effect the filth, sixth, and seventh, ar- 
ticles of the treaty of Ghent, concluded on the twenty-fourth of Decem- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, including the compensa- 
tion of the commissioners, agents, and surveyors, and their contingent 
expenses, twelve thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salaries of the commissioners, secretary, clerk, and messenger, 
together with the contingent expenses of the two commissions under the 
treaty with Spain, of the twenty-second of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen, thirty thousand dollars. 

For the expense of ascertaining the longitude of the Capitol, to wit: 
For the compensation to William Lambert, two thousand dollars; to 
William Elliott, five hundred dollars; to Oswald Dunn, one hundred dol- 
lars; and for contingent expenses, three hundred and sixty dollars and 
ninety-two cents. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums hereby 
appropriated, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated : Provided, howcver, That no money appropriated by 
this act, or by the act making appropriations for the military service of 
the United States, for the year eighteen hundred and twenty-two, and 
towards the service of the year eighteen hundred and twenty-three, 
shall be paid to any person for his compensation, who is in arrears 
to the United States, until such person shall have accounted for, and 
paid into the treasury, all sums for which he may be liable; Provided 
further, That nothing in this section contained shall extend to balances 
arising solely from the depreciation of treasury notes, received by such 
person to be expended in the public service; but in all cases where the 
pay or salary of any person is withheld in pursuance of this act, it shall 
be the duty of the accounting officer, if demanded by the party, his 
agent, orattorney, to report forthwith to the agent of the Treasury Depart- 
ment the balance due; and it shall be the duty of said agent, within sixty 
days thereafter, to order suit to be commenced against. such delinquent 
and his sureties. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the expense for postage in- 
curred by marshals in taking and returaing the fourth census of the 
United States, not exceeding two thousand dollars, be paid out of an 
unexpended balance of an appropriation for defraying the expense of the 
fourth enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States. 

Approven, April 39, 1822. 


Cuar, XLV.—Jn Act making appropriations for the public buildings. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, for continuing the work 
on the centre building of the Capitol, and other improvements. on the 
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President’s house, the following sums of money be, and hereby are ap- 
propriated. 

For continuing the work on the centre building, the sum of one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand dollars. 

For. constructing a culvert to the President’s house, painting, and 
necessary repairs of the same, the sum of three thousand three hundred 
dollars. 

F For improving the grounds around the Capitol, twelve hundred and fifty 
ollars. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said several sums cf 
money be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated : Provided, however, That no money appropriated by this act shall 
be paid to any person for his compensation or perquisites, who is in 
arrears to the United States, until such person shall have accounted for, 
and paid into the treasury, all sums for which he may be liable. 

Aprrovep, May I, 1822. 


Cuar, XLVI.—An Act to provide for paying to the state of Missouri, Mississippi, 
and Alabama, three per cent. of the net proceeds, arising from the sale of the 
public lands within the same. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall, from time to time, and whenever the quarterly accounts 
of public moneys of the several land offices in the said state of Missouri 
shall be settled, pay three per cent. of the net proceeds of the sales of 
the lands of the United States, lying within the state of Missouri, which 
since the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
one, have been, or hereafter may be, sold by the United States, after de- 
ducting all expenses incidental to the same, to such person or persons 
as may or shall be authorized by the legislature of the said state of Mis- 
souri to receive the same; which sum or sums, thus paid, shall be ap- 
plied to the making of public roads and canals within the said state of 
Missouri, under the direction of the legislature thereof, according to the 
provisions on this subject contained in the act of Congress of the sixth 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, entitled “An act to 
authorize the people of the Missouri territory to form a constitution and 
state government, and for the admission of such state into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original states, and to prohibit slavery in certain 
territories,” and to no other purpose. And an annual account of the 
same shall be transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, by such officer 
or person of the state as the legislature thereof shall direct, and of its 
application, if any be made ; and, in default of such return being made, 
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby required to withhold the payment 
of any sum or sums that may then be due, or which thereafter may be- 
come due, until a return shali be made as herein required. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury shall, from time to time, and whenever the quarterly accounts of 
public moneys of the several land offices in the state of Mississippi shall 
be settled, pay three per cent. of the net proceeds of the sales of the 
lands of the United States lying within the state of Mississippi, which, 
since the first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven- 
teen, have been, or hereafter may be, sold by the United States, after de- 
ducting all expenses incident to the same, to such person or persons as 
may or shall be authorized by the legislature of the said state of Missis- 
sippi to receive the same; which sum or sums, thus paid, shall be applied 
to making public roads and canals within the said state, according to the 
provisions. on this subject contained in the act, entitled “ An act to 
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enable the people of the western part of the Mississippi territory to form 
a constitution and state government, and for the admission of such state 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original states,” and to no 
other purpose; and an annual account of the same shall be transmitted to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, by such officer or person of the state as 
the legislature thereof shall direct, and of its application, if any be made, 
and in default of such return being made, the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby required to withhold the payment of any sum or sums that may 
then be due, or which thereafter may become due, until a return shall be 
made as herein required. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Frea- 
sury shall, from time to time, and whenever the quarterly accounts. of 
public moneys of the several land offices in the state of Alabama shall be 
settled, pay three per cent. of the net proceeds of the sales of the lands 
of the United States lying within the state of Alabama, which since the 
first day of September, in the year one thousand eight hundred and nine- 
teen, have been, or hereafter may be, sold by the United States, after de- 
ducting all expenses incident to the same, to such person or persons as 
may or shall be authorized by the legislature of the said state of Alabama 
to receive the same ; which sum or sums, thus paid, shall be applied to 
making public roads and canals, and improving the navigation of rivers, 
within the said state of Alabama, under the direction of the legislature 
thereof, according to the provisions on this subject contained in the act, 
entitled “ An act to enable the people of the Alabama territory to form a 
constitution and state government, and for the admission of such state 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original states,” and to no 
other purpose; and an annual account of the same shall be transmitted 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, by such officer or person of the state 
as the legislature thereof shall direct, and of its application, if any be 
made; and in default of such return being made, the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby required to withhold the payment of any sum or 
sums that may then be due, or which thereafter may become due, until 
a return shall be made as herein required: Provided, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall not allow to either of the said states of Mississippi 
and Alabama three per cent. on the net proceeds of the sales of public 
lands within the limits of the late Mississippi territory, after deducting 
incidental expenses, until the sum of one million two hundred and_ fifty 
thousand dollars, stipulated to be paid by the United States to the state 
of Georgia, for the cession of the late Mississippi territory, now compo- 
sing the states of Mississippi and Alabama, shall have been first paid and 
deducted; nor until the stock created under the provisions of the act of 
Congress of the thirty-first of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, entitled “ An act providing for the indemnification of certain 
claimants of public lands in the Mississippi territory,”(a) and the act sup- 
plementary thereto, shall have been redeemed, or if not entirely redeemed 
the residue to be deducted from the net proceeds. 

Aprroven, May 3, 1822. 


Cuar. XLVIL—An Act relating to treasury notes. (b) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the 
passing of this act, no treasury note shall be received in payment on ac- 
count of the United States, or paid, or funded, except at the treasury of 
the United States, 

Arproven, May 3, 1822. 
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(®) For the acts relating to treasury notes, see vol. ii. 766. 
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Cuar, XLVIIL.—An Act for the relief of the officers, volunteers, and other persons, 
engaged in the late campaign against the Seminole Indians. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That any officer, volunteer, 
ranger, cavalry, or other persons engaged in the campaign of one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, against the Seminole Indians, who has sus- 
tained damage by reason of the loss of any horse or horses, which in 
consequence of the government of the United States failing to supply 
sufficient forage, while engaged in said service, died, or were una- 
voidably abandoned and lost, shall be allowed and paid the value 
thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said officers, volunteers, 
and rangers, cavalry or other persons, for the loss of any necessary equi- 
page of said horse or horses, or for any guns lost in said service or which 
were left in possession of the United States, or of any officer thereof, 
shall be allowed and paid the value thereof; said claims to be paid out 
of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, 
That, if any payment shall have been made to any officer orsoldier afore- 
said, for the use and risk, afler the death or abandonment of his horse, 
such amount shall be deducted from the value thereof, unless said officer 
or soldier shall show that he was remounted, in which case the deduc- 
tion shall only extend to the time such officer or soldier served on foot: 
And provided also, That, if any payment shall have been made to any 
officer or soldier on account of clothing, such payment shall be deducted 
from the value of his horse or accoutrements: And provided further, 
That no claim shall be allowed under the provisions of this act, until 
proper evidence shall have been received by the accounting officers from 
the company to which the claimants shall have belonged, showing the 
number of horses lost in said company in manner aforesaid, the time 
when lost, and the name of the owner. 

Suc..3. And be it further enacted, That the accounting officer of the 
Treasury Department shall audit and settle those claims, under such rules 
and regulations as the President of the United States may prescribe. 

Approven, May 4, 1822. 


Cuar. XLIX.—An Act making appropriations for the support of the navy of the 
United States for the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, and for 
other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Navy for the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
two, the following sums be, and the same are hereby, respectively, ap- 
propriated : 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, in 
addition to the sum of one hundred thousand dollars already appropriated, 
the sum of eight hundred and sixty-one thousand four hundred and sixty- 
six dollars. 

For provisions, in addition to the sum of twenty thousand dollars al- 
ready appropriated, and to an unexpended balance of thirty thousand dol- 
lars, the sum of two hundred and sixty-seven thousand two hundred and 
fifty-eight dollars. 

For medicines, hospital stores, and all expenses on account of the sick, 
thirty-two thousand dollars. 

For the repairs of vessels, in addition to the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars. already appropriated, the sum of three hundred and eighty-eight 
thousand dollars. 
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For improvements of navy yards, docks, and wharves, fourteen thou- 
sand four hundred and fifty dollars. 

For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, store-keepers, inspectors 
of timber, clerks of the yards, and artificers, thirty-six thousand four hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For labourers and teams employed in loading and unloading vessels, 
piling, ducking and removing timbers, stores, et cetera, and fuel for the 
engine, twenty thousand dollars. 

For ordnance and ordnance stores, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses, in addition to the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars already appropriated, two hundred and ten thousand. dollars. 

For the pay and subsistence of the marine corps, in addition to an un- 
expended balance of twenty-two thousand dollars, one hundred and forty- 
seven thousand three hundred and ninety-three dollars. 

For clothing the same, in addition to an unexpended balance of six 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight dollars and thirty-four cents, the 
sum of twenty-two thousand seven hundred and thirty-six dollars. 

For fuel for nine hundred and thirty-eight non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, six thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For military stores for the same, the unexpended balance of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, being eleven thousand one 
hundred and eighty dollars and fifteen cents. 

For contingent expenses for the same; that is to say: fuel for commis- 
sioned officers, bed sacks, repairing barracks, transportation, and travelling 
expenses to officers, postage of letters, armorers, and armorers’ tools, and 
stationery, with extra rations to officers commanding posts, fourteen 
thousand dollars. 

To make good a deficit in the contingent expenses of the marine 
corps, which accrued prior to the year eighteen hundred and twenty-one, 
the sum of nine thousand one hundred and nine dollars and twenty-two 
cents, 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
hereinbefore made, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated: Provided, however, That no money appropriated 
by this act shall be paid to any person for his compensation or perquisites, 
who is in arrears to the United States, until such person shall have ac- 
counted for and paid into the treasury all sums for which he may be 
liable: Provided, further, That nothing in this section contained shall 
extend to balances arising solely from the deprecia [depreciation] of 
treasury notes received by such person to be expended in the public 
service. But in all cases where the pay or salary of any person is with- 
held in pursuance of this act, it shall be the duty of the accounting 
officer, if demanded by the party, his agent or attorney, to report forth- 
with to the agent of the Treasury Department the balance due, and itshall 
be the duty of said agent, within sixty days thereafter, to order suit to be 
commenced against such defaulter. 

Approven, May 4, 1822. 


Cuar. L.— An Act io repeal the act, entitled “* An act to encourage vaccination.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act passed the 
twenty-seventh day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, entitled “ An act to encourage vaccination,” 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


Approven, May 4, 1822. 
3L2 
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Cuar. L1.—.2n Act to alter the times of holding the district court in the district 
of New Jersey. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the district court for the 
district of New Jersey shall hereafter be held at New Brunswick on the 
second Tuesdays of March and September, and at Burlington on the 
third Tuesdays of May and November, in every year, any thing in any 
act heretofore passed to the contrary notwithstanding, 

Approven, May 4, 1822. 


Cuar. LIL—An Act making an appropriation to defray the expenses of missions 
to the independent nations on the American continent. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, for such missions to 
the independent nations on the American continent, as the President of 
the United States may deem proper, there be, and hereby is, appropriated, 
a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars; to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approvep, May 4, 1822. 


Cuar, LIT.—An Act vesting in the state of Pennsylvania the right of the United 
States to all fines assessed for the non-performance of militia duty during the 
late war with Great Britain. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, ‘That all right which the 
United States have to the fines assessed upon the citizens of the state of 
Pennsylvania, for the non-performance of militia duty during the late 
war with Great Britain, shall be, and the same hereby is, vested in the 
sald state. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That all moneys in the hands of 
those who now are, or heretofore have been, marshals or deputy marshals, 
which may have been collected from the fines aforesaid, after deducting 
the expense of assessing and collecting, shall be paid by them, respective- 
ly, to the treasurer of the said state. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said fines shall be re- 
covered by the said state under such regulations, provisions, and restric- 
tions, as shall be prescribed by the legislature thereof. 

Suc. 4, And be it further enacted, That the said state, provided it shall 
accept of the provisions of this act, shall account to the United States 
for the sum of three thousand two hundred and thirty-eight dollars and 
forty-six cents, if that amount of the said fines shall be collected, it 
being the expenses of three courts martial, held in the said state, for the 
trial of said delinquents, of which Colonel Thomas C. Miller, Colonel 
James Wood, and Colonel Thomas Moore, were, respectively, presidents. 

Arrroven, May 4, 1822. 


(a) Acts relating to the district courts in New Jersey: 
‘An act to establish the judicial system of the United States, Sept. 24, 1789, ch. 20, sec. 3. 
‘An act for altering the times and places of holding certain courts therein mentioned, March 3, 1801, 


ch, 32, sec. 5. 


‘An act to repeal certain acts respecting the organization of the courts of the United States, and 


for other purposes, March 2, 1802, ch. 8, sec. 2. 
An act to alter the times of holding the district court in the district of New Jersey, May 4, 1822, 


th. 51. 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cu. 54. 1822. 


Crap. LIV.—An Acito abolish the United States’ trading establishment with the 
Indian tribes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States shall be, and hereby is, authorized and required to 
cause the business of the United States’ trading-houses among the Indian 
tribes to be closed, and the accounts of the superintendent of Indian 
trade, and of the factors and sub-factors, to be settled; and for that pur- 
pose, the President is hereby authorized to select, from among the In- 
dian agents, or others, a competent number of fit and suitable persons, 
to be and appear at the office of Indian trade in Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia, and at each of the trading-houses established 
among Indian tribes, on or before the third day of June next, or as soon 
therea‘ter as can conveniently be done, to demand and receive of and 
from the superintendent of Indian trade, and of the respective factors and 
sub-factors, all the goods, wares, merchandise, furs, peltries, evidences 
of debt, and property and effects of every kind which may be in 
their power or possession, by virtue of their respective offices, and 
justly due and belonging to the United States ; and the said agents, se- 
lected for the purpose aforesaid, shall be furnished with copies of the 
Jatest quarterly returns of the said superintendent, factors, and sub-factors, 
as rendered by them to the Treasury Department, and copies of any other 
papers in the said department which will show what is, or ought to 
be due and coming to the United States, from the said office of Indian 
trade in Georgetown, and from each of- the trading-houses established 
among Indians. And thepersons so selected shall enter into bond, with 
good and sufficient security, in such sums as may be required by the 
President of the United States, for the faithful discharge of the duties 
enjoined on them by the provisions of this act. And from and after the 
third day of June next, the act of the second of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, entitled “An act for establishing trading- 
houses with Indian tribes,” shall be continued in force for the purposes 
only of enforcing all bonds, debts, contracts, demands, and rights which 
may have arisen, and all penalties and punishments which may have 
been, or may be, incurred under the provisions of the said act, and for 
the settlement of the accounts of the superintendent, factors, and sub- 
factors, at the Treasury Department. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, which shall be delivered over to the agents of the United States, 
under the provisions of this act, shall be placed at the disposition of the 
President of the United States, subject,under his orders, towards satisfy- 
ing or extinguishing the treaty obligations on the part of the United 
States, to keep up trading-houses with the Indians; also, towards the 
payment of annuities due, or to become due, to Indian. tribes; also, in 
making the customary presents to tribes or individuals in amity with the 
United States; and the surplus, if any, may be sold to the best advantage, 
under the orders of the President, and the proceeds paid over to the 
treasury of the United States. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the furs, peltries, effects and 
property, received under the first section of this act, shall be sold in the 
manner the President may direct; the debts due and owing shall be col- 
lected under his orders; and all the money received from these sources, 
and all that shall be received from the superintendent of Indian trade, 
and from the factors and sub-factors, shall be paid over, as fast as rē 
ceived, into the treasury of the United States: Provided, That such sums 
may be retained and applied, under the orders of the President of the 
United States, as may be necessary to defray the expenses of carrying 
this act into effect. j 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, as soon as may be afier the 
commencement of the next session of Congress, the President of the 
United States shall communicate to Congress the manner in which he 
shall have caused this act to be executed, showing the amount of moneys, 
furs, peltries, and other effects, and the amount and description of goods, 
wares, and merchandise, and the actual cash value thereof, received from 
the superintendent of Indian trade, and each of the factors and sub-fac- 
tors, under the provisions of this act. 

Approven, May 6, 1822. 


Cuar. LV.—An Act providing for the disposal of the public lands in the state of 
Mississippi, and for the better organization of the land districts in the states of 
Alabama and Mississippi. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all that tract of country 
which was ceded to the United States by a treaty with the Choctaw In- 
dians, held on the eighteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty, near Doake’s Stand, in the state of 
Mississippi, be, and the same is hereby, formed into a land district; and 
for the disposal of the public lands in said district, a land office shall be 
established within the same, at such convenient place as the President of 
the United States may direct and appoint; and for said office a register 
and a receiver shall be appointed by the President, by and with the ‘ad. 
vice and consent of the Senate, who shall severally give bond with security, 
before entering on the duties of their respective offices, in like manner 
and for like sums, shall receive similar compensation, fees, and emolu- 
ments, and shall perform similar duties, and possess similar powers, 
with all other registers and receivers of public moneys of the United 
States, appointed by law for the disposal of the public land; and shall, 
in all respects, be governed by the laws of the United States pro- 
viding for the disposal of the public land: Provided, however, That the 
first sale of the lands within the district aforesaid may be held at such 
convenient place within the district west of Pearl river, as the President 
of the United States may appoint.(a) And provided also, That the Pre- 
sident may, if it should be necessary, in consequence of the establishment 
of a new basis meridian, attach a portion of the land otherwise belong- 
ing to the district established by this act to the district west of Pearl 
river. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized, when he shall think proper, to 
cause so much of the land within the district created by this act, or which 
may be attached to the district of Pearl river, and which may be sur- 
veyed, to be exposed to sale, on the same terms and conditions, and in the 
same manner as all other public lands of the United States, with the ex- 
ception of section numbered sixteen, in each township, which shall be 
reserved for the use of schools within the same; and of such other reserva- 
tions as now may, or hereafter may, exist, by virtue of any actof cession, 
treaty or law of the United States: and for the lands so sold, patents 
shall issue on the terms and conditions, and in the manner, provided by 
law in relation to all other public lands of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the lands lying on the east 
side of the Tombigbee river, in the state of Mississippi, and to which the 
Indian title has been extinguished, be, after the thirtieth day of October 
next, attached to the district established by the first section of this act; 
and the public lands therein shall be sold, on the same terms and condi- 


(a) An act to establish the district of Pearl river, March 2, 1821, ch. 16, 
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tions, and in the same manner, and patents shall issue for the lands so 
sold, agreeably to the provisions of the laws for the disposal of the public 
lands of the United States in the state of Mississippi, with the exception 
of the section numbered sixteen, in each township, which shall be 
reserved for the use of schools within the same, and of such other reser- 
vations as now are made, or hereafter may be made, by law. And it 
shall be the duty of the register of the district of Madison county, under 
the direction of the commissioner of the general land office, to transfer 
such books, maps, and records, or transcripts thereof, to ‘the register 
appointed for the district established by the first section of this act, as 
may be necessary to carry into complete effect the provisions of this section 
of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the thirtieth 
day of October next, such part of the district east of Pearl river, as lies 
within the state of Mississippi, be attached to, and constituted a part of, 
the district of Jackson county; and the President of the United States 
shall cause the land office to be removed to such place, within the district 
of Jackson county, as established by this act, as he may deem convenient: 
and that part of the district of Jackson county which lies within the state 
of Alabama shall be attached to, and constitute a part of, the district east 
of Pearl river, in Alabama; and it shall be the duty of the register of 
the district east of Pearl river, and of the register of the district of 
Jackson county, each, to transfer to the other, such books, records, 
surveys, or the transcripts thereof, as shall be necessary to carry into 
complete effect the provisions of this section of this act. 

Approven, May 6, 1822. 


Cuar. LVI.—An Act in addition to the act concerning navigation, and also 
to authorize the appointment of deputy collectors, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, on satisfactory evidence 
being given to the President of the United States that the ports in the 
islands or colonies in the West Indies, under the dominion of Great Britain, 
have been opened to the vessels of the United States, the President 
shall be, and hereby is, authorized to issue his proclamation, declaring 
that the ports of the United States shall thereafter be open to the vessels 
of Great Britain employed in the trade and intercourse between. the 
United States and such islands or colonies, subject to such reciprocal 
rules and restrictions as the President of the United States may, by such 
proclamation, make and publish, any thing in the laws, entitled An act 
concerning navigation,” or an act, entitled “An act supplementary to an 
act concerning navigation,” to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Src. 2, And be it further enacted, That, in the event of the signature 
of any treaty or convention concerning the navigation or commerce 
between the United States and France, the President. of the United 
States be, and is hereby, authorized, should he deem the same expe- 
dient, by proclamation, to suspend, until the end of. the next session of 
Congress, the operation of the act, entitled “ An act to impose anew 
tonnage duty on French ships and vessels,” and for other purposes ;.and 
also to suspend, as aforesaid, all other duties on French vessels, or the 
goods imported in the same, which may exceed the duties on American 
vessels, and on similar goods imported in the same: ; 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid first and second 
sections of this act shall continue in force to the end of the next session 
of Congress, and no longer. ; 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the third, fourth, and seventh 
sections of the act passed the third day of March, one thousand eight 
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attached after 
October 30, 
1822, to the dis- 
trict established 
by this act, and 
to be sold, éx- 
ceptsection No. 
16, &e,: 

The register 
‘of the district 
of Madison 
county to trans- 
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district of Jack- 
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The President 
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land office to 
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The President 
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of the British 
West India Is- 
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opened, &c., he 
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Act.-of April 
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Act of May 
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navigation or 
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ted States and 
France, the 
President may, 


&e. 

Act of May 
15, 1820, ch. 
126... : 

lst and 2d 
sections. of this 
act in force, un-" 
til, &e. ; 

The 3d, 4th, 


682 


and 7th. sec- 
tions of the act 
of March 3, 
1817; ch. 109, 
continuing in 
force an act, 
&c. revived and 
made perpetual. 


STATUTE I. 
May 6, 1822. 


Act of March 

3, 1803, ch. 31. 
The provisions 

in the act for 
the relief of in- 
solvent debtors 
within the Dis- 
trict of Colum- 
bia, which re- 
quires a year’s 
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pealed. 

Proviso. 


This act in 
force’ from its 
passing. 


Srarure I, 


May 6, 1822. 
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section of the 
act of March 
30, 1802, ch. 13, 
repealed. 

Superinten- 
dents and agents 
may grant licen- 
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Licenses to 
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to citizens who 
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Licenses for 7 
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with remote 
tribes, ‘and.2 
years with 
others. 

Superinten- 
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stract of licen- 
sea to be laid be- 
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The President 
may direct In- 
dian agents, &. 
to cause the 
stores and pack- 
ages of goods of. 
traders to. be 
searched for 
ardent spirita, 
ke. 
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hundred and seventeen, entitled “An act to continue in force an act 
further to provide for the collection of duties on imports and tonnage, 
passed the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
and for other purposes,” be, and the same are hereby, revived and made 
perpetual. - 

Approven, May 6, 1822. 


Cuar. LVIL—An Act for the relief of certain insolvent debtors. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That so much of the seven- 
teenth section of the act, entitled “An act for the relief of insolvent 
debtors within the District of Columbia,” approved on the third day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and three, as declares that the pro- 
visions of the said act shall not be construed to extend to any debtor 
who has not resided in the District of Columbia one year next preceding 
his application for relief under the said act, shall be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed: Provided, That no discharge under this act, or the act 
to which it is amendatory, shall operate against any creditor residing 
without the limits of the District of Columbia, except the creditor at 
whose instance the debtor may be confined. This act shall commence 
and be in force from and after the passing thereof. 

Approven, May 6, 1822. 


Cuar. LVIIL.—An Act to amend an act, entitled “An act to regulate trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” 
approved thirtieth March, one thousand eight hundred and two. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the seventh section of 
the act, entitled “An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” shall be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed; and from and after the passing of this act, it shall be 
lawful for the superintendents of Indian affairs in the territories and In- 
dian agents, under the direction of the President of the United States, 
to grant licenses to trade with Indian tribes; which licenses shall be 
granted to citizens of the United States, and to none others, taking from 
them bonds with securities in the penal sum not exceeding five thousand 
dollars, proportioned to the capital employed, and conditioned for the 
due observance of the laws regulating trade and intercourse with the In- 
dian tribes; and said licenses may be granted for a term not exceeding seven 
years for the trade with the remote tribes of Indians beyond the Missis- 
sippi, and two. years for the trade with all the other tribes. And the su- 
perintendents and agents shall return to the Secretary of War, within each 
year, an abstract of all licenses granted, showing by and to whom, when, 
and where, granted, with the amount of the bonds and capital employed, 
to be laid before. Congress, at the next session thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the President of the United States, in execution of the power vested 
in him by the twenty-first section of the act of the thirtieth of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and two, aforesaid, to which this is an amend- 
ment, to direct Indian agents, governors of territories acting as super- 
intendents of Indian affairs, and military officers, to cause the stores and 
packages of goods of all traders to be searched, upon suspicion or in- 
formation that ardent spirits are carried into the Indian countries by said 
traders in. violation of the said twenty-first section of the act to which 
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this is an amendment ; and if any ardent spirits shall be so found, all the 
goods of the said traders shall be forfeited, one half to the use of the in- 
former, the other half to the use of the government, his license cancelled, 
and bond putin suit. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That all purchases for and on ac- 
count of Indians, for annuities, presents, and otherwise, shall be made by 
the Indian agents and governors of territories acting as superintendents, 
within their respective districts; and all persons whatsoever, charged or 
trusted with the disbursement or application of money, goods, or effects, 
of any kind, for the benefit of Indians, shall settle their accounts annual- 
ly, at the War Department, on the first day of September ; and copies of 
the same shall be laid before Congress at the commencement of the ensu- 
ing session, by the proper accounting officers, together with a list of the 
names of all persons to whom money, goods, or effects, had been deli- 
vered within the said year, for the benefit of the Indians, specifying the 
amount and object for which it was intended, and showing who are 
delinquent, if any, in forwarding their accounts according to the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in all trials about the right of 
property, in which Indians shall be party on one side and white persons 
on the other, the burthen of proof shall rest upon the white person, in 
every case in which the Indian shall make out a presumption of title in 
himself from the fact of previous possession and ownership. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the President of the United States, from time to time, to require ad- 
ditional security, and in larger amounts, from all persons charged or trust- 
ed, under the laws of the United States, with the disbursement or appli- 
aire of money, goods, or effects, of any kind, for the benefit of the 

ndians. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, may appoint a 
superintendent of Indian affairs, to reside at St. Louis, whose powers 
shall extend to all Indians frequenting that place, whose salary shall be 
fifteen hundred dollars per annum; and one agent for tribes within the 
limits of East and West Florida, with a salary of fifteen hundred dollars. 

Approven, May 6, 1822. 


Cuar. LXI.—.An Act to continue in force “An act declaring the consent of Con- 
gress to acts of the state of South Carolina, authorizing the city council of Charles- 
ton to impose and collect a duty on the tonnage of vessels from foreign ports s 
and to acts of the state of Georgia, authorizing the imposition and collection of a 
duty on the tonnage of vessels in the ports of Savannah and St. Mary's.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act, entitled “An 
act declaring the consent of Congress to acts of the state of South Caro- 
lina, authorizing the city council of Charleston to impose and collect a 
duty on the tonnage of vessels from foreign poris; and to acts of the 
state of Georgia, authorizing the imposition and collection of aduty on the 
tonnage of vessels in the ports of Savannah and St. Mary’s,” passed the 
twenty-ninth of April, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, shall be, 
and the same is hereby, continued in force for three years, and to the 
end of the next session of Congress thereafter: Provided, always, and it 
is hereby further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the city council of 
Charleston, and of the collectors of the ports of Savannah and St. 
Mary’s, to transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury an annual accountof 
the sums collected, and of the application of the same, for the purposes 
aforesaid. 

Approvep, May 7, 1822. 
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STATUTE I. 
May. 7, 1822. 
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Cuar, LXU.—.in Act to provide for the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage in Florida, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all the ports, harbours, 
waters, and shores of all that part of the main land of Florida lying be- 
tween the collection district of St. Mary’s, in Georgia, and the river Nas- 
sau, with all the ports, harbours, waters, and shores, of all the islands op- 
posite and nearest thereto, be, and hereby are, annexed to,and made and 
constituted a part of, the collection district of St. Mary’s, in Georgia. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the ports, harbours, shores, 
and waters, of the main land of Florida, and of the islands opposite and 
nearest thereto, extending from the said river Nassau to Cape Sable, be, 
and the same are hereby, established a collection district, by the name of 
the district of St. Augustine, whereof St. Augustine shall be the only 
port of entry. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the ports, harbours, 
shores, and waters, of the main land of Florida, and of the islands oppo- 
site and nearest thereto, extending from Cape Sable to Charlotte Bay, 
be, and the same are, established a collection district, by the name of the 
district of Key West, and a port of entry may be established in said dis- 
trict, at such place as the President of the United States may designate: 
Provided, That until the President of the United States shall deem it ex- 
pedient to establish a port of entry in the district of Key West, and a col- 
lector shall be appointed for said district, the same district is annexed to, 
and shall be a part of, the district of Apalachicola. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all the ports, harbours, shores, 
and waters, of the main land of said Florida, and of the islands opposite 
and nearest thereto, extending from Charlotte Bay to Cape St. Blas, be, 
and hereby are, established a collection district, by the name of the dis- 
trict of Apalachicola; and a port of entry shall be established for said 
district, at such place as the President of the United States may desig- 
nate. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the residue of the ports, 
harbours, waters, and shores, of said Florida, and of the islands thereof, 
be, and the same are, established a collection district, by the name of 
the district of Pensacola, whereof Pensacola shall be the only port of 
entry. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to establish such ports of delivery 
in each of said districts, and also in that portion of said territory annexed 
to the district of St. Mary’s, as he may deem expedient. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint a collector 
for each district, to reside at the port of entry, and a surveyor for the 
district of Pensacola, and a surveyor for, and to reside at, each port of 
delivery authorized by this act: But the President, in the recess of the 
Senate, may make temporary appointments of any such collector or 
surveyor, whose commission shall expire in forty days from the com- 
mencement of the next session of Congress thereafter. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That each collector and surveyor 
authorized by this act, shall give bond for the true and faithful discharge 
of his duties, in such sum as the President of the United States may 
direct and prescribe; and the collector for the district of Pensacola shall, 
in addition to the fees and emoluments allowed by law, receive three per 
cent. commissions, and no more, on all moneys received and paid by him 
on account of the duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, and on 
the tonnage of vessels; and each other collector shall, in addition to the 
fees and emoluments allowed by law, reccive an annual salary of five 
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hundred dollars, and three per cent. commissions, and no more, on all 
moneys received and paid by him on account of the duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into his district, and on the tonnage 
of vessels; and each surveyor authorized by this act shall, in addition to 
the fees and emoluments allowed by law, receive an annual salary of three 
hundred dollars; and each such collector and surveyor shall exercise the 
same powers, be subject to the same duties, and be entitled to the same 
privileges and immunities, as other collectors and surveyors of the customs 
of the United States. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That ships or vessels arriving from 
and after the thirtieth day of June next, from the Cape of Good Hope, 
or from any place beyond the same, shall be admitted to make entry at 
the port of entry at Pensacola, and at no other port or place in Florida. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all laws which impose any 
duties on the importation of any goods, wares, and merchandise, into said 
territory of Florida, or on the exportation of any goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, from said territory, or on the tonnage of vessels, or which allow 
any drawback on the exportation of any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
other than such duties or drawbacks as are paid or allowed in other terri- 
tories or. places in the United States, are hereby repealed: Provided, 
That nothing in this act contained shall authorize the allowing of draw- 
backs on the exportation of any goods, wares, and merchandise, from any 
port or place of said territory, other than on those which shall have been 
imported directly into the same from a foreign port or place; and no draw- 
back shall be allowed on any goods, wares, or merchandise, exported 
from any port of Florida, which shall have been imported before the tenth 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the first section of an act 
passed on the second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen, entitled “An act supplementary to the acts concerning the 
coasting trade,” be so far altered and amended that the sea coasts and 
navigable rivers of the United States be, and the same are hereby, divided 
into three great districts, the first and second to be and remain as therem 
described, and the third to include all the ports, harbours, sea coasts, 
and navigable rivers, between the southern limits of Georgia and the river 
Perdido; and the said third great district, so established, shall be subject 
to all the regulations and provisions of said act. 

Aprprovep, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar, LXXXVI—2n Act to relieve the people of Florida from the operation of 
certain ordinances. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That an ordinance numbered 
three, made and passed on the eighteenth of July, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-one, by Major General Andrew Jackson, governor of the pro- 
vinces of the Floridas, entitled “An ordinance providing for the natu- 
ralization of the inhabitants of the ceded territory ;” and an ordinance 
passed by the city council of St. Augustine, on the seventeenth of Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and twenty-one, Imposing and laying certain taxes 
on the inhabitants, and all other laws, ordinances, or resolves, so far as 
they enforce or confirm the same, be, and the same are hereby, repealed 
and declared null and void. ; 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall attempt 
to enforce any of said laws, ordinances, or resolves, by detnending a 
receiving any tax, imposition, or assessment, authorized or a e 
thereby, such person shall, on ee thereof, be punished by fine, 
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Each other 
collector 500 
dollars per an- 
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per cent. com- 
missions, &c. 
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300 dollars per 
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Proviso. 
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STATUTE I. 
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Mobile Point. 
Rigolets and 
Chef Menteur. 
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not exceeding two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment, not exceeding 
six months, either or both of said punishments. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall, in such manner and under such regulations as he may direct 
and prescribe, cause to be refunded to any person any sum of money 
which he may have paid under or by virtue of either of said laws, ordi- 
nances, or resolves. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
from and after the first day of June next. 

Approven, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar, LXXXVIL.—An Aci authorizing the location of certain school lands in the 
state of Indiana. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the register of the land 
office at Brookville be, and he is hereby, authorized to select school lands 
within the said district, equivalent to the one thirty-sixth part of the 
reservation commonly called Clark’s Grant, for the use of schools within 
the same; and the register of the land office at Terre Haute is hereby in 
like manner authorized to select within his district school lands, which, 
together with the eleven sections already selected, shall be equivalent to 
the one thirty-sixth part of the Vincennes donation tract, for the use of 
schools within said tract. It shall be the duty of the registers aforesaid, 
in making such selections, to be confined to section numbered twenty, 
in each township, and the selection so made shall be reserved from sale. 

ApprRoveD, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar. LXXXVI—An Act to repeal the fourteenth section of “An act to 
reduce and fix the military peace establishment,” passed the second day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the fourteenth section 
of the act, entitled “An act to reduce and fix the military peace estab- 
lishment,” passed the second day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and. twenty-one, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

ApproveD, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar. LXXXIX.—/in Act making further appropriations for the military 
service of the United States for the year eighteen hundred and twenty-two, 
and for other purposes. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, appropriated, to wit: 

For fortifications, to each specifically, as follows, viz: 

For Fort Delaware, twenty thousand dollars. 

For Fort Washington, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For Fort Monroe, seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For Fort Calhoun, fifty thousand dollars. 

For collecting materials for a fortification at Mobile Point, in the state 
of Alabama, fifty thousand dollars. 

For the Rigolets and Chef Mentcur, one hundred thousand dollars. 
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For collecting materials for a fort on the right bank of the Missis- 
sippi, opposite Fort St. Philip, thirty thousand dollars. 

For contingencies and repairs of fortifications, twenty thousand 
dollars. 

For the national armories, three hundred and sixty thousand dollars: 

For current expenses of the ordnance service, viz: 

For the preservation of the arms and other public property in store, 
including the hire of workmen, and the purchase of paint, oil and other 
materials necessary for the purpose, eight thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight dollars. 

To meet ordinary requisitions for army supplies, viz: 

For paint and oil for the preservation of the guns and carriages in the 
fortifications, and for artificers’ and intrenching tools, six thousand three 
hundred and forty dollars. 

For the miscellaneous expenses at arsenals, forage for public 
horses, stationery, &c. two thousand eight hundred and sixty-two 
dollars. 

For the reparation of defective arms, including the wages of armorers, 
the purchase of iron, steel, coals, tools, &c., eleven thousand nine hun- 
dred and sixty dollars. 

For repairs of arsenals, one thousand dollars. 

For the preservation of ammunition, five thousand dollars. 

For the payment of outstanding claims which accrued in one thou- 
sand eight hundred and nineteen and one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty, at Pittsburg, and not presented until eighteen hundred and twenty- 
one, and unpaid for want of an appropriation applicable to the object, 
one thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For arrearages in the War Department prior to the first of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventeen, ninety thousand dollars. 

For pay allowed by law to Indian agents, twenty-two thousand three 
hundred dollars. 

For sub-agents, eleven thousand three hundred and thirty-eight 
dollars. 

For presents to Indians, allowed by the law of eighteen hundred and 
two, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses of the Indian department, seventy-five thou- 
sand dollars. 

For making good a deficit of the appropriation of the last year,in the 
same, seventy thousand dollars. 

For payment of a deficit in the. appropriation for the quartermaster 
general’s department, for eighteen hundred and twenty-one, seventy thou- 
sand dollars. 

For completing the barracks at Baton Rouge, twelve thousand dol- 
lars. 

For constructing new roofs for the barracks at Carlisle, three thousand 
five hundred dollars. j 

Tor the payment of the expenses of the militia court martial in Penn- 
sylvania, of which lieutenant colonel Thomas Moore and David Fore 
were successively presidents, eight hundred and forty dollars and eighty- 
four cents. : 

For the payment of the expenses of the militia court martial 
in Pennsylvania, of which Thomas C. Miller was president, one 
thousand five hundred and ninety-eight dollars and seventy-eight 
cents, 

For the paymentof the expenses of the militia court martial in Penn- 
sylvania, of which colonel James Wood was president, seven hundred 
and ninety-eight dollars and eighty-four cents. oe. 

For the payment of the balance of the expenses of the militia court 
martial in the state of New York, of which brigadier general Gerard 
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propriation 
made Feb. 19, 
1818, &c. 


For. survey 
of certain ports, 
&e. 


For medals 
for officers of 
the army, &c. 


For relief of 
Col. William 
Lawrence, &c. 


For carrying 
into effect the 
treaty conclud- 
ed. at Chicago, 
&e. 


For carrying 
into. effect the 
treaty with the 
Creeks, in re- 
lation to com- 
pensation of 
citizens of 
Georgia. 

For holding 
treaties with the 
Cherokees and 
Creeks. 


_ Out of money 
in the treasury. 


No money to 
be advanced or 
paid on any con- 
tract, or to any 
officer in arrears 
until he has ac- 
counted and 
paid, &c. 

1822, ch. 11. 


STATUTE I: 


May. 7, 1822. 


The: second 
section of act 
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Steddiford was president, nineteen thousand two hundred and sixteen 
dollars and twenty-nine cents. 

For the balance of an appropriation made nineteenth of February, 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, to defray the expenses of employing 
a brigade of militia, being the amount thereof carried to the surplus 
fund, twelve thousand three hundred and seventy-four dollars and fifty- 
seven cents. 

For replacing the like amount of appropriations made for the survey 
of certain ports and harbours, which has been carried to the surplus 
fund, the sum of one thousand three hundred and thirty-four dollars and 
seventy-eight cents. 

For replacing the like amount appropriated to procure medals for 
officers of the army, carried to the surplus fund, the sum of eight thou- 
sand two hundred dollars. 

For replacing the like amount appropriated for the relief of Co- 
lonel William Lawrence and others, carried to the surplus fund, 
the sum of one thousand four hundred and forty dollars and twelve 
cents. 

For carrying into effect the treaty concluded at Chicago, on the 
twenty-ninth day of August, eighteen hundred and twenty-one, the 
sum of eighteen thousand one hundred and seven dollars and ten 
cents. 

For carrying into effect so much of the fourth article of the treaty 
of the eighth of January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, 
between the United States and the Creek nation, in relation to the com- 
pensation due to the citizensof Georgia by the Creek nation, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For the purpose of holding treaties with the Cherokee and Creek 
tribes of Indians, for the extinguishment of the Indian title to all the 
lands within the state of Georgia, pursuant to the fourth section of 
the first article of the agreement and cession, concluded between 
the United States and the state of Georgia, on the twenty-fourth of 
April, one thousana eight hundred and two, the sum of thirty thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
hereinbefore made, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no money appropriated by 
this act, or by the act, entitled “An act making appropriations for the 
military service of the United States for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two,” shall be advanced or paid to any person on 
any contract, or to any officer who is in arrears to the United States, 
until he shall have accounted for, and paid into the treasury, all sums for 
which he may be liable. 

Approvep, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar. XC.—An Aet further to amend the several acts relative to the Treasury, 
War, and Navy, Departments. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the second section of the 


(a).In general, the ‘official duties of one of the executive departments, whether imposed by acts of 


Congress, or by resolutions, are not merely ministerial duties. 


The head of an executive department 


of the government, in the administration of the various and important concerns of his office, is con- 


tinually required to exercise judgment and discretion. 
the laws and resolutions of Congress, under which he is required, from time to time, to act. 


He must exercise his judgment in expounding 
If he 


doubts, he, has a right to call on the attorney general to assist him with his counsel zand it wonld be 
dificult to imagine why a legal adviser was provided by law for the heads of departments, as well as 
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act, entitled “An act making alterations in the Treasury and War Depart- 
ments,” passed the eighth day of May, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
two; the second section of the act, entitled, “An act to alter and amend 
the several acts for the establishment and regulation of the Treasury, 
War, and Navy, Departments,” passed the sixteenth day of July, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-eight; and the seventh section of the act, enti- 
tled “ An act to provide for the prompt settlement of public accounts,” 
passed the third day of March, eighteen hundred and seventeen, be, and 
hereby are, repealed, from and after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-two. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That on the day and year last afore- 
said, all moneys which may remain in the hands of the treasurer of the 
United States, as agent of the War and Navy Departments, shall, under 
the direction of the secretaries of those departments, respectively, be re- 
paid into the treasury, and carried to the credit of the proper department 
upon the books of the treasury. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all moneys appropriated for 


the use of the War and Navy Departments, shall, from and after the day. 


and year last aforesaid, be drawn from the treasury, by warrants of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, upon the requisitions of the secretaries of 
those departments, respectively, countersigned by the second comptroller 
of the treasury, and registered by the proper auditor. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the said act of 
the third day of March, eighteen hundred and seventeen, as is repug- 
nant to the foregoing provisions, be, and is hereby, repealed, from and 
afier the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and twenty-two. 

Approven, May 7, 1822. 


—— 


Cuar, XCI.—An Act fixing the compensation of the commissioner of the public 
buildings. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Fouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That instead of the salary of 
two thousand dollars, heretofore allowed by law to the commissioner of 
the public buildings, there shall henceforth be allowed to the said com- 
missioner a salary of one thousand five hundred dollars a year, to be paid 
quarterly, out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioner shall 
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of May 8, 1792, 
ch. 37 

Second sec- 
tion of act of 
July 16, 1798, 
ch. 85: 

And seventh 
section of act 
of March 3, 
1817, ch. 45, 
repealed after 
June 30, 1822. 


All moneys 
remaining in 
the hands of 
the treasurer ag 
agent of the 
War and Navy 
Departments, to 
be repaid into 
the treasury. 

All moneys 
for the use of 
the War and 
Navy Depart- 
ments, to be 
drawn by war- 
rant of the Se- 
cretary of the 
Treasury, &c. 

So much of 
the act of March 
3, 1817, ch. 45, 
as is repugnant, 
&c., repealed. 


STATUTE I, 


May 7, 1822, 


The salary of 
the commission- 
erof- the public 
buildings, to be 
hereafter 1500 
dollars per an- 
num to be paid 
quarterly, &c. 


The commis- 


for the President, unless their duties were regarded as executive, in which judgment and discretion were 


to be exercised. Decatur v. Paulding, Secretary of the Navy, 14 Peters, 497. 


Tf a suit should come before the Supreme Court of the United States, which involved the construc- 
tion of any of the laws imposing duties on the heads of the executive departments, the court would 
not certainly be bound to adopt the construction given by the head of a department; and if they sup- 
posed the decision to be wrong, they would, of course, so pronounce their judgment. But the: judg- 
ment of the court upon the construction of a law, must be given in a case in which they have jurisdic- 


tion, and in which it is their duty to interpret the act of Congress, 


in order to ascertain the rights of the 


parties in the cause before them. The court could not entertain an appeal from the decision of one of 


the secretaries, nor revise his judgment in any case where the law authorized 
cretion or judgment. Nor can it, by mandamus, act directly upon the officer, 
judgment or discretion in the matters committed to his care, 
duties. The interference of the court with the performance of 


him ‘to exercise his dis- 
or guide and control his 
in the ordinary discharge of his. official 
the ordinary duties of the executive de- 


partments of the government, would be productive of nothing but mischief; and this power was never: 


intended to be given to them. bid. 


(a) By the act of May 2, 1828, ‘An act making appropriations for the public buildings, and for other 
purposes,” passed May 2, 1828, ch. 45, sec. 3, the commissioner of public buildings is required to reside 
near the Capitol; and by the third section of the act making appropriations. for public: buildings, passed 
March 3, 1829, ch. 51, the commissioner is required to report annually to Congress the manner in which 


all appropriations for the public buildings and grounds have been expended. 


By the act of 1843, ch. 75, an act to fix the compeusation of the commissioner of public buildings, 


the compensation of the commissioner was fixed at two thousand dollars per annum, 


and no portion.of 


the appropriation for public buildings and grounds to be applied’ to the payment of clerks, unless the 


same be expressly provided for in the act. 


Vou. HI.—87 3m? 
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sioner to give 
bond with one 
or more sure- 
ties. 

Proviso. 


The 3d sec- 
tion of act of 
April 29, 1816, 
ch,150, fixing the 
salary of the 
commissioner at 
2000 dollars, re- 
pealed, 


SrartuTe I. 


May 7, 1822. 


Sums appro- 
priated for car- 
rying into effect 
the treaty of 
Chicago, of 
Aug. 29, 1821. 


To the Otta- 
was. 


To the Patta- 
watimas. 


To the Kicka- 
poos. 


“To the Choc- 
taws, 


Annuity to 
Mushalatubbee, 
ke. 


Annuity to 
the -Kaskaskias. 


The treaty of 
Saginaw, rela- 
tive to. employ- 
ment of a black- 
smithy &c. 
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give bond, with one or more sufficient sureties, in such sum and form 
as the President of the United States shall direct, for the faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of his office; Provided, That there shall not be 
placed in his hand, at any one time, a sum exceeding the penalty of 
the bond. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the third section of the act, 
entitled “An act making an appropriation for enclosing and improving 
the public square near the Capitol, and to abolish the office of commis- 
sioners of the public buildings, and of superintendent, and for the appoint- 
ment of one commissioner for the public buildings,” approved the twen- 
ty-ninth day of April, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
which said section fixed the salary of the said commissioner at two thou- 
sand dollars, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Approveb, May 7, 1822. 


nd 


Cuar. XCII.—An Act to provide for annuities to the Ottawas, Pattawatimas, 
Kickapoos, Choctaws, Kaskuskias, to Mushalatubbee, and to carry into effect the 
treaty of Saginaw. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, for carrying into effect 
a treaty concluded at Chicago, on the twenty-ninth day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, the following sums to be paid 
out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, be, and 
the same are hereby, appropriated, for the payment of the annuity stipu- 
lated in said treaty, to be paid to the following Indian tribes: that is to 
say: to the Ottawas, a permanent annuity of one thousand dollars, annu- 
ally; to the said tribe of Indians, one thousand five hundred dollars annu- 
ally, for ten years, in support of a blacksmith, teacher, and a person to in- 
struct the Ottawas in agriculture, and for the purchase of cattle and farming 
utensils. T'o the Pattawatimas, five thousand dollars annually, for twenty 
years, and a further sum of one thousand dollars to the said tribe of In- 
dians, stipulated in said treaty, to be applied by the President, annually, 
in support of a blacksmith and teacher for them. To the Kickapoo tribe 
of Indians, two thousand dollars annually, for fifteen years, stipulated to 
be paid to the said tribe by the treaty concluded at Edwardsville, in the 
state of Illinois, on the thirtieth of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen, and to continue so appropriated so long as the said treaties shall 
be in force. 

For carrying into effect certain stipulations contained in the treaty of 
the sixteenth November, one thousand eight hundred and five, with the 
Choctaw nation, and for the annual gratuity to said nation, allowed under 
previous treaties, for which no appropriation has heretofore been made, 
annually, two thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the annuity to Mushalatubbee, provided for in the treaty con- 
cluded with the Choctaw nation, October eighteenth, one thousand cight 
hundred and twenty, and to carry into effect the stipulation of said treaty, 
relative to light horse, annually, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For annuity secured to the Kaskaskias tribe by the treaty of the thir- 
teenth August, one thousand eight hundred and three, for which no ap- 
propriation has heretofore been made, annually, five hundred dollars. 

For carrying into effect the stipulation contained in the treaty con- 
cluded at Saginaw, twenty-fourth September, one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen, relative to the employment of a blacksmith, and persons to 
aid in agriculture, &c. &c. and for which no appropriation has hereto- 
fore been made, the annual sum of two thousand dollars. 

Arrroven, May 7, 1822. 
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Cuar. XCVI—An Act to authorize and empower the corporationof the city of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, to drain the low grounds on and 
near the public reservations, and to improve and ornament certain parts of such 
reservation.(a@) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for the 
mayor, aldermen, and common council, of the city of Washington, under 
the direction of the President of the United States, and the said corpora- 
tion is hereby authorized, when they shall deem it necessary, to contract 
with the Washington Canal Company, and obtain their consent, to change 
the present location of such parts of the canal, passing through the said 
city, as lies between Second and Seventh streets west, into such other 
course as shall most effectually, in their opinion, drain and dry the low 
grounds lying on the borders of Tyber creek. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, to effect the object aforesaid, 
and to fill up the low grounds on the borders of the said canal, in such 
manner as they may provide by law, the said corporation is. hereby au- 
thorized and empowered, after having extended. the public reservation, 
designated on the plan of the said city as number ten, so as the whole 
south side thereof shall bind on the line of Pennsylvania avenue; and 
after having caused to be divided the said public reservation numbered 
ten, except such part thereof as has already been sold, and also the pub- 
lic reservations numbered eleven and twelve, into building lots, to sell 
and dispose of the right of the United States of, in, and to, the said lots, 
or any number thereof, laid off as aforesaid, at public sale, on such con- 
ditions of improvement, and on such terms, as the said corporation shall 
prescribe: and the said corporation is further authorized and empowered, 
for the purposes specified in this act, to cause to be laid of, in such man- 
ner as the President of the United States may approve of, two squares, 
south of Pennsylvania avenue, between Third, and Sixth streets west, to 
fronton the line of said avenue from the junction of said Sixth street west, 
and the said avenue, to the junction of Third street west with said avenue ; 
and also to Jay off, north of Maryland avenue, two uniform and corre- 
spondent squares, and the said four squares, when so laid off, to divide 
into building lots, and to sell and dispose of the right of the United States, 


691 


STATUTE I. 


May 7, 1822. 


The: corpora- 
tion of Wash- 
ington, under 
direction of the 
President, au- 
thorized to con- 
tract with the 
Washington Ca- 
nal Company, 
and to change 
the location, 


_ The corpora- 
tion empower- 
ed, after having 
extended the 
public reserva- 
tion, and caused 
the public rẹ- 
servations, &c. 
to be divided 
into building 
lots, to ‘sell ‘the 
right of the 
United States to 
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public sale, &c. 


The corpora- 
tion further au- 
thorized to lay 
off four squares, 
divide them into 
building lots, 
and to dispose 
of the right of 
the United 
States to such 
lots, at public 
sale, &c. 


(a) In 1822 Congress passed an act, authorizing the corporation of Washington to drain the ground in 
and near certain public reservations, and to improve and ornament certain parts of the public reserva- 
tions. The corporation are empowered to make an agreement, by which parts of the location of the 
canal shall be changed, for the purpose of draining and drying the low grounds near the Pennsylvania 
avenue, &c. To effect these objects, the corporation is authorized to lay off, in building lots; certain 
parts of the public reservations, No. 10, 11, aid 12, and of other squares, and also:a part of. B street, as 
laid out and designated in the original plan of the city, which lots they may sell at auction, and apply 
the proceeds to those objects, and afterwards to enclosing, planting, and improving other. reservations, 
and building bridges, &c., the surplus, if any, to be paid into the treasury of the United States... The 
act authorizes the heirs, &c., of the former proprietors of the land, on which the city was laid out, who 
may consider themselves injured by the purposes of the act, to institute in the circuit court, a bill. in 
equity, in the nature of a petition of right against the United States, setting forth the grounds of any 
claim they.may consider themselves entitled to make, to be conducted according the rules of a court: of 
equity; the court to hear and determine upon the claim of the plaintiffs, and what portion, if any, of the 
money arising from the sale of the lots they may be entitled to, with a right of appeal to the SupremeCourt. 
The plaintiffs, Van Ness and wife, filed their bill against the United States and the corporation of Wash- 
ington, claiming title to the lots which had been thus sold, under: David Burns, the original: proprietor 
of that part of the city, and father of one of the plaintiffs, on the ground, that, by the agreement between 
the United States and the original proprietors, upon laying out the city, those reservations and streets 
were forever to remain for public use, and without the consent of the proprietors could not be otherwise 
appropriated or sold for private use; that the act of Congress was a violation of the contract; that, by 
such sale and appropriation for private use, the right of the United. States thereto. was determined, or. 
that the original proprietors re-acquired a right to have the reservations, &e., laid out in building lots, 
for their joint and equal benefit with the United States, or that they were in equity, entitled to the 
whole or a moiety of the proceeds of the sales of the lots. Held, that no rights or claims. exist in the 
former proprietors or their heirs; and that the proceedings of the corporation of Washington, under and 
in conformity with the provisions of the act, are valid and effectual for the purposes of the act.” Van 
Ness and wife v. The Mayor of Washington, and the United States, 4 Peters, 232. 
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of, in, and to, such building lots, or any number thereof, at public sale, 
on such conditions of improvement, and on such terms, as the said cor- 
poration shall prescribe; but no change shall be made in the direction 
of said canal, unless the consent, in writing, of the president and di- 
rectors of the Washington Canal Company be first had and obtaincd; 
and the change that shall be made, in pursuance of any contract that may . 
be entered into under this act, shall be made by the said company out 
of the moneys to be paid to the said company by the said corporation ; 
and the said company shall, during the time the proposed alteration is in 
progress, be entitled to receive the same rates of wharfage that are se- 
cured to them by any former act or acts; but no landing shall be per- 
mitted for the purposes of wharfage between the west side of Third and 
the east side of Sixth streets west. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, upon the payment of the 
purchase money, and upon the compliance with the conditions of im- 
provement by the purchaser or purchasers, or his or their heirs or as- 
signs, the mayor of the said city, for the time being, shall be, and he is 
hereby, empowered to execute a deed or deeds in fee to such purchaser 
or purchasers, his or their heirs or assigns, under his hand and the seal 
of the said corporation; which deed or deeds shall be recorded among 
the land records of the county of Washington, within the time prescribed 
for the recording of conveyances of real estates. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if, after the aforesaid objects 
shall be effected, a balance shall remain unexpended in the hands of the said 
corporation, from the proceeds of the sale of the said lots, the said corpora- 
tion is authorized and empowered to appropriate and apply, from time to 
time, as the same may be collected, the whole or any part of such balance, 
to enclosing, planting, or otherwise improving the public reservation be- 
tween the Capitol square and Sixth street west, and building one or 
more bridges over that part of the canal lying in or between Second and 
Sixth streets west; but the said corporation is hereby expressly prohibited 
from undertaking any of the improvements contemplated by this section, 
unless the said improvements shall be effected out of the funds created 
by this act, or out of the corporate funds of the said corporation ; and 
the corporation of the said city shall have the control and management of 
the public reservation bétween the botanic garden and Sixth street west, 
with the view to the improvement and preservation of the same, until 
Congress shall otherwise direct. 

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the residue of the fund, created 
by the sales of lots, authorized by this act, after effecting the objects con- 
templated by the foregoing sections, shall, from time to time, as the same 
may be collected, be paid by the mayor of Washington into the treasury 
of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall he lawful for the legal 
representative of any former proprietor of the land directed to be dis- 
posed of by this act, or persons lawfully claiming title under them, 
and they are hereby, permitted and authorized, at any time within one 
year from the passing of this act, to institute a bill in equity in the nature 
of a petition of right against the United States, in the circuit court of 
the United States for the district of Columbia, in which they may set 
forth the grounds of their claim to the land in question. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That a copy of said bill shall be 
served on the attorney general of the United States, and it shall be his 
duty: to prepare and put in the proper pleas and answers, and make all 
proper defence thereto, in behalf of the United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the said suit shall be con- 
ducted according to the rules of a court of equity ; and the said court 
shall have full power and authority to hear and determine upon the claim 
of the plaintiff or plaintiffs, and what proportion, if any, of the money 
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arising from the sale of the land hereby directed to be sold, the parties 
may be entitled to. à 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the plaintiff or plaintiffs, or the 
attorney general of the United States, shall be entitled to an appeal to 
the Supreme Court of the United States, whose decision shall be con- 
clusive between the parties; and should no appeal be taken, the judg- 
ment or decree of the said circuit court shall in like manner be final and 
conclusive. ie 

Approvep, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar., CVIL.—A4n Act further to establish the compensation. of officers of the cus- 
toms and to alter certain collection districts, and for other purposes. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the collection district 
of White Mountains shall be, and hereby is, annexed to the district of 
Portsmouth, in New Hampshire; the district of Memphrymagos, to the 
district of Vermont; the district of Hudson, to the district of New York; 
and each of the districts so annexed is hereby abolished, and made and 
constituted a part of the district to which it is annexed. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That thé collection district: of 
Chester, with the district of Havre de Grace, be, and hereby is, annexed 
to the district of Baltimore; the district of Nottingham, tothe district of 
Annapolis; the districts of Dumfries and Yeocomico, to the district of 
Tappahannock : the districts of Hampton, in Virginia, and South Quay, 
to the district of Norfolk and Portsmouth; and each of the districts so 
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The districts 
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(a) The acts relating to the compensation of collectors and other officers of the customs are: 
An act to provide more effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels, August 4, 


1790, (obsolete,) ch. 35, sec. 52, vol. i. 171. 


An act making further provision relative to revenue cutters, (obsolete,) May 6, 1796, ch. 22, sec, 2. 

‘An act in addition to an act, entitled *¢ An act supplementary to the act entitled an ‘ Act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties on goods, wares, and merchandise imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,’ ”? (obsolete,) May 27, 1796, ch. 30. 

An act establishing an annual salary for the surveyor of the port of Gloucester, : (obsolete,) July 14, 


1798, ch. 73. 


An act to increase the compensation now allowed by law to inspectors, measurers, weighers, and 


gaugers, employed in the collection of the customs, (obsolete,) April 26, 1816, ch. 95. 


An act respecting the compensation. of the collectors therein named, (obsolete,) March 8, 1817, 


ch. 49. 


‘An act further to establish the compensation of officers of the customs and to alter certain collection 


districts, and for other purposes, (obsolete,) May 7, 1822, ch. 107. 


An act to establish the compensation of the officers employed in the collection of the. duties on 


imports and tonnage, and for other purposes, March, 1799, ch. 23. 


An act supplementary to an act, entitled an ‘f Act to establish the compensation of officers employed 


in the collection of the duties on imports and tonnage,” May 10, 1800, ch. 54. 


An act to amend an act to establish the compensation. of the officers employed in the collection of 


the duties, imports, and ‘tonnage, and for other purposes, April 30, 1802, eh. 37. 


An act relative to the compensation of certain officers of the customs, and to provide for the appoint- 


ing a surveyor in the district therein mentioned, March 27, 1804, ch. 58. 


An act to annex a part of the state of New Jersey to the collection district of New York, and to 
remove the office of collector of Niagara to Lewistown, &c., March 2, 1811; ch. 33, sec. 9. : 
An act to allow a salary to the collectors of the districts of Nantacket and Pensacola, and to abolish 


the office of surveyor of the district of Pensacola, May 26, 1824, ch. 158. 


An act to regulate the foreign and coasting trade on the northern, north-eastern and north-western 


frontiers of the United States, and for other purposes, March 2, 1831, ch. 98: 


An act making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses of government, 


thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, June 27, 1834, ch. 92, sec. 2. 
An act making appropriations for the rt 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, March 3, 1835, ch. 28, sec. 3. 


for the year one 


civil and diplomatic expenses of government, for the year one 


‘An act to amend an act entitled “ An act to annex part of the state of New Jersey to the collection 
district of New York, and to remove the office of collector of Niagara to Lewistown,&c.” June 30,1834, 


ch. 128. 
An act making appropriatio 


thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, 33, sec. 2. 


March 3, 1837, ch. 


ns for the civil and diplomatic expenses of government for the year-one 


An act to provide for the support of the military academy of the United States, for the year eighteen 


hundred and thirty-cight, and for other purposes, July 7; 1838, ch. 169, sec. 3. 
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annexed is hereby abolished, and made and constituted a part of the 
district to whichit is annexed, and established a port of delivery, with the 
privileges appertaining to such ports. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the offices of surveyor in 
Augusta, Thomastown, Waldoboro’, St. George, Bristol, Nobleboro’ and 
Bangor, in Maine; Easton, Great Mills, St. Inigoes, in Maryland; Win- 
ton, Tombstone, Skewarky, Nixonton, Indiantown, New Biggin Creek, 
and Pasquotank, in North Carolina; Pittsburg, Marietta, Cincinnati, 
Massac, Charleston, in Virginia, and Limestone; be, and the same are 
hereby, abolished. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the ports of delivery of 
Augusta, in Maine, Winton, Tombstone, Skewarky, Nixonton, Indian 
town, New Biggin Creek, and Pasquotank, in North Carolina, be, and the 
same are hereby, discontinued as ports of delivery. 

Sec.5. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, be, and he is hereby authorized, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint a surveyor to each of the ports of delivery estab- 
lished by this act; and also a surveyor for the port of Eastport, in the dis- 
trict of Passamaquoddy ; and each surveyor so appointed, shall have the 
same powers, and be subject to the same duties, as other surveyors of the 
customs. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the salaries heretofore allowed 
by law to the several collectors of the customs for the districts of White 
Mountains, Memphrymagog, Barnstable, Nantucket, Marblehead, and 
New Bedford, shall cease and be discontinued. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, 'That in lieu of the commissions 
allowed by law to the several officers hereafter mentioned, there shall be 
allowed the following, to wit; To each of the collectors for the districts 
of Saco, Cape Vincent, Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, New- 
bern, and St. Mary’s, in Georgia, three per cent.; to each collector for the 
districts of Kennebunk, Newport, and New London, two and a half per 
cent. ; to each collector for the districts of Bath, Bristol, New Haven, and 
Alexandria, two per cent.; to the collector for the district of Portsmouth, 
one and three fourths per cent.; to each collector for the districts of Nor- 
folk and Portsmouth, Petersburg, and Richmond, one and three-fourths 
per cent.; and to the collector for the district of Mississippi, one per 
cent.; to the collector for the district of Boston, one-fifth of one per cent.; 
and to. the collector for the district ef New-York, one-sixth of one per 
cent., on all moneys by them respectively received on account of the du- 
ties arising from goods, wares and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of vessels. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to the emoluments, 
of the several officers hereinafter mentioned, and in lieu of the salaries 
now established by law, there shall be allowed and paid the following 
salaries, to wit: To the collector of the district of Wilmington, in Delaware, 
five hundred dollars; to the collector of the district of Sagg Harbour, four 
hundred dollars; to each of the collectors for the districts of Saco, Edgar- 
town, Fairfield, Cape Vincent, Sackett’s Harbour, Champlain, Oswe- 
gatchie, Oswego, Vermont, Oxford, Tappahannock, Beaufort, in North 
Carolina, Edenton, Georgetown, in South Carolina, and Beaufort, in 
South Carolina, two hundred and fifty dollars; to each of the ccllectors 
for the districts of Wiscasset, Oswego, Plymouth, in North Carolina, two 
hundred. dollars; to the surveyor at Eastport, for the district of Passa- 
maquoddy, five hundred dollars; to the surveyors at North Kingston, for 


_ the district of Newport, and to each of the surveyors at New London, 


and at ` Hartford and Middletown, for the district of Middletown and 
Hampton, two hundred and fifty dollars; to each of the surveyors of the 
ports for the districts of St. Mary’s in Maryland, East River, South Quay, 
Petersburg, Edenton, Pawtuxet, and Camden, two hundred dollars; and 
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to each of the surveyors of the ports of Chester, Havre de Grace, Notting- 
ham, Dumfries, and Yeocomico, one hundred and fifty dollars; to the na- 
val officers for the districts of Providence and Newport, two hundred and 
fifty dollars each. 

Src. 9. And he it further enacted, That whenever the emoluments of 
any collector of the customs of either of the ports of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Savannah, or New Orleans, shall 
exceed four thousand dollars, or the emoluments of any naval officer of 
either of said ports, shall exceed three thousand dollars, or the emolu- 
ments of any surveyor of either of said ports shall exceed two thousand 
five hundred dollars, in any one year, after deducting the necessary ex- 
penses incident to his office in the same year, the excess shall, in every 
such case, be paid into the treasury, for the use of the United States. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That whenever the emoluments 
of any other collector of the customs shall exceed three thousand dollars, 
or the emoluments of any other naval officer shall exceed two thousand 
five hundred dollars, or the emoluments of any other surveyor shall ex- 
ceed two thousand dollars, in any one year, after deducting therefrom the 
necessary expenses incident to his office in the same year, the excess 
shall, in every such case, be paid into the treasury, for the use of the 
United States. (a) 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the preceding provisions 
shall not extend to fines, penalties, or forfeitures, or the distribution thereof. 

Suc. 12. And be it further enacted, That every collector, naval officer, 
and surveyor, shall account to the treasury for all his emoluments, and 
also for all the expenses incident to his office; that such accounts, as 
well of expenses as of emoluments, shall be rendered on oath or affirma- 
tion, at such times and in such forms, and shall be supported by such 
proofs, as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and all 
such accounts shall be settled at the treasury like other public accounts. 

Src. 13. And be it further enacted, That every collector, naval offi- 
cer, and surveyor, shall, together with his accounts of the expenses inci- 
dent to his office, render a list of the clerks employed by him, stating the 
rate of compensation allowed to each, and the duties which they severally 
perform; and also an account of the sums paid for stationery, official or 
contingent expenses, fuel, and office rent, stating the purposes for which 
the premises rented are applied. 

Src. 14. And be it further enacted, That, in the ports of Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Savannah, and New Or- 
leans, no person shall be an inspector who, at the same time, holds any 
other office in the collection of the customs in either of the said ports. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury may, from time to time, limit and fix the number and compensations 
of the clerks to be employed by any collector, naval officer, or surveyor, 
and may limit and fix the compensation of any deputy of any such col- 
lector, naval officer, or surveyor: Provided, That no such deputy, in any 
of the districts of Boston and Charlestown, New York, Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, Charleston, Savannah, or New Orleans, shall receive more than one 
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(a) The act of Congress of May 7, 1822, ch. 107, sec. 10, provides that whenever the emoluments of 


certain collectors.of the customs shall exceed three thousand dollars in any one year, &c. the excess 


shall in every such case be paid into the treasury of the United States. 


The defendant was collector 


of the port of Gloucester, and was removed from office July 29, 1829. From January first in the sime 
year, to the day of his removal, he received for salary, fees and commissions, $3457 83; the excess of 


this over $3000, after deducting certain legal expenses, 


he paid into the treasury of the United. States, 


Held, that all the fees and commissions received by the collector are to be deemed to be received for 
his own use, until they exceed the maximum amount of $3000; that the defendant was therefore abso- 


lutely entitled, in his own right to the fees 


and emoluments of office, not exceeding $3000, received 


during the seven months preceding his removal, although he did not continue in office a whole year 
from January first; and that the year of his successor in office commenced on the day of his appoint- 


ment, and ended with the same day in the succeeding year. 
The United States in error v. William Pearce, Jun., and another, 


2 Sumner’s C. C. R. 575. 
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thousand five hundred dollars, nor any other such deputy more than one 
thousand dollars, in any one year, for any services he may perform for the 
United States in any office or capacity. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That no account for the com- 
pensation for services of any clerk, or other person employed in any 
duties in relation to the collection of the revenue, shall be allowed, un- 
til such clerk or other person shall have certified, on oath or affirmation, 
that the same services have been performed, that he has received the full 
sum therein charged, to his own use and benefit, and that he has not 
paid, deposited, or assigned, nor contracted to pay, deposit, or assign, 
any part of such compensation to the use of any other person, nor in any 
way, directly or indirectly, paid or given, nor contracted to pay or give, 
any reward or compensation for his office or employment, or the emolu- 
ments thereof. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That if any person employed 
in any duties in relation to the collection of the revenue, shall accept 
or receive any fee, reward, or compensation, other than that allowed by 
law, for any service he may perform for any person, in making any entry 
or clearance, or preparing any papers to be used or kept in the custom- 
house, such person shall be removed from office, and shall, moreover, on 
conviction thereof, pay a fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That no collector, surveyor, or 
naval officer, shall ever receive more than four hundred dollars annually, 
exclusive of his compensation as collector, surveyor, or naval officer, and 
the fines and forfeitures allowed by law, for any services he may perform 
for the United States in any other office or capacity. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the salary of the collector 
of the district of Cape Vincent shall commence from the time of his ap- 
pointment. 

Src. 20. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force from 
and after the thirtieth day of June next. 

Approvep, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar. CVITI.—An Act vesting in the commissioners of the counties of Wood and 
Sandusky, the right to certain lots in the towns of Perrysburg and Croghansville, 
tn the state of Ohio, for county purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the right to all the unsold 
town lots and out-lots in the town of Perrysburg be, and the same is 
hereby, vested in the commissioners of Wood county, in the state of 
Ohio; and the right to all the unsold town lots and out-lots in the town 
of Croghansville be, and the same is hereby, vested in the commissioners 
of Sandusky county, in said state; on condition that said commission- 
ers shall permanently locate the seat of justice for their respective 
counties at said towns; and that the net proceeds of the sales of so 
many of said lots.as are necessary to be retained for the purpose of erect- 
ing public buildings thereon, be applied to the erection and improve- 
ment of the public buildings and squares in said towns respectively. 

Approvep, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar. CXU.—An Act authorizing the payment of certain certificates. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress. assembled, That so much of an act, 
entitled “An act making further provisions for the support of public 
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credit and for the redemption of the public debt,” passed the third day 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and so much of 
the act, entitled “An act respecting loan office and final settlement cer- 
tificates, indents of interest, and the .unfunded and registered. debt, 
credited on the books of the treasury,” passed the twelfth day of June, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, as bars from settlement or 
allowance certificates, commonly called loan office and final settlement 
certificates, and indents of interest, be, and the same is hereby, suspend- 
ed for the term of two years from and after the passing of this act, and 
from thence until the end of the next session of Congress ; a notifica- 
tion of which temporary suspension of the act of limitation shall be pub- 
lished by the Secretary of the Treasury, for the information of the hold- 
ers of the said certificates, in one or more of the public papers in each 
of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all certificates, commonly call- 
ed loan office certificates, countersigned by the loan officers of the states, 
respectively, final settlement certificates, and indents of interest, which, 
at the time of passing this act, shall be outstanding, may be presented at 
the treasury; and, upon the same being liquidated and adjusted, shall be 
paid to the respective holders of the same, with interest at six per cent. 
per annum, from the date of the last payment of interest, as endorsed on 
said certificates. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, for carrying this act into 
effect, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars be appropriated out of any 
moneys in the treasury of the United States not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Approvep, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar. CXVIIL.—~An Act requiring surveyors general to give bond and security 
Jor the faithful disbursement of public money, and to limit their term of 


office. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the 
passing of this act, every surveyor general, commissioned by the autho- 
rity of the United States, shall, before entering on the duties of his office, 
and every surveyor general now in commission, shall, on or before the 
thirtieth day of September next, execute and deliver, to the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States, a band, with good and sufficient 
security, for the penal sum of thirty thousand dollars, conditioned for 
the faithful disbursement, according to law, of all public money placed 
in his hands for disbursement, and for the faithful performance of the 
duties of his office. ; 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commission of every sut: 
veyor general now in office, shall, unless sooner vacated, by death, resig- 
nation, or removal from office, cease and expire on the first day of. 
February next: and the commission of every surveyor general, hereafter 
commissioned by the authority of the United States, shall cease and expire 
unless sooner vacated by death, resignation, or removal from office, in 
four years from the date of the commission. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he may deem it expe- 
dient, require any surveyor general of the United States to give new 
bond and additional security, under the direction of the Secretary of ‘the 
Treasury, for the faithful disbursement, according to law, of all money 
placed in his hands for disbursement. : 

Approvep, May 7, 1822. 

Vou, IH.—88. 3N 
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Crap. CXIX.—An Act to authorize the building of lighthouses therein mentioned, 
and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, as soon as the jurisdic- 
tion of such portions of land at Monhegan Island, on the coast of Maine; 
at Billingsgate Island, in Barnstable Bay; at Cutter Hunk Island, near 
New Bedford, in the state of Massachusetts; at Stonington Point, in the 
state of Connecticut; at Old Field Point, Long Island, in the state of 
New York; at Cape May, in the state of New Jersey; at or near the 
Port of Ocracoke, in the state of North Carolina; at Cape Florida, and 
on the Dry Tortugas, or on some place in the vicinity, as the President 
of the United States shall select for the sites of lighthouses; shall be 
ceded to, and the property thereof respectively vested in, the United 
States, it shall be the duty of the Sccretary of the Treasury to provide, by 
contracts, which shall be approved by the President, for building light- 
houses respectively on such sites, to be so lighted as to be distinguished 
from other lighthouses near the same; and also to agree for the salaries, 
wages, or hire, of the persons to be appointed by the President for the 
superintendence of the same. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he hereby is, authorized, if he shall deem it expedient, to cause 
to be removed the floating light placed at or near the said port of 
Ocracoke, and to have the same placed at the Narrows in the Potomak 
river. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to provide, by contract, for procuring 
and placing buoys at the following places, to wit: one at Harbour Island 
Bar, one on Pine Point Shoal, one on the Point of Marsh Shoals, one on 
Swan Island Shoal, one on the east end 6f Brant Island Shoal, one on 
the Middle Ground Shoal, one on the Bluff Shoal, and one on the Long 
Shoal, all being situated on the coast of North Carolina; and also for 
three buoys for the bar of the port of Georgetown, South Carolina. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the following sums be ap- 
propriated for the purpose of carrying the provisions of this act into effect, 
to be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated ; 
to wit: For building the lighthouse at Monhegan Island, three thousand 
dollars ; at Billingsgate Island, on Barnstable Bay, two thousand dollars; 
at Cutter Hunk Island, near New Bedford, and for placing buoys near 
thereto, three thousand dollars; at Old Field Point, Long Island, two 
thousand five hundred dollars; for placing a lamp on the mess-house at 
Fort Niagara, one thousand dollars; for finishing the pier near the port 
of Kennebunk, in the state of Maine, the further sum of four thousand 
dollars; for completing the lighthouse on Throgsneck, the additional sum 
of five hundred dollars; for building a light vessel, and placing the same 
on or near the outer bar of the harbour of New York, fifteen thousand 
dollars ; for placing three buoys on the bar near the port of Georgetown, 
South Carolina, three hundred dollars; for rcbuilding and completing 
the lighthouse on Frank’s Island, in the state of Louisiana, nine thousand 
seven hundred and fifty dollars; for building the lighthouse at Stoning- 
ton Point, three thousand five hundred dollars; for building the light- 
house at Cape May, the sum of five thousand dollars; for building the 
lighthouse at or near Ocracoke, the sum of twenty thousand dollars; 
for building the lighthouse at Cape Florida, eight thousand doilars; and 
for building the lighthouse on the Dry Tortugas, or on some place in 
the vicinity, cight thousand dollars; and for procuring and placing the 
buoys on the coast of North Carolina, and for removing the floating light 
at or near the port of Ocracoke, the sum of one thousand three hundred 
dollars. 
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Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury be, and he hereby is, authorized to provide, by contract, to be ap- 
proved by the President of the United States, for building a sea wall or 
pier at the Isles of Shoals, between Cedar Island and Smutty-Nose Island 
on the coast of New Hampshire and Maine, conformably to. the report 
of the commissioners appointed under the fourth section of the act pass- 
ed the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, 
entitled “An act to authorize the building of lighthouses therein men- 
tioned, and for other purposes,” and that a sum, not exceeding eleven 
thousand five hundred dollars, is hereby appropriated for the purpose 
aforesaid, to be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury be authorized and required to cause to be erected in the Bay of 
Delaware, at or near a place called the Shears, near Cape Henlopen, by 
contract or contracts, to be approved by the President of the United 
States, two piers of sufficient dimensions to be a harbour or shelter for 
vessels from the ice, if, after a survey made under his direction, the mea- 
sure shall be deemed expedient ; and provided that the jurisdiction of the 
site where such piers may be erected, shall be first ceded to the United 
States, according to the conditions in such case by law provided; and 
that, for the purpose of carrying the same into effect, there be appro- 
priated the sum of twenty-two thousand seven hundred dollars, to be 
paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the light authorized to be built 
on Cross Island, in the state of Maine be, and the same is hereby, directed 
to be built on the South point of Libby Island, and for building and 
completing the same, the sum of five hundred dollars, in addition to the 
former appropriation, is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That the following sums of money 
be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated, for the following purposes to wit: Four 
thousand dollars to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase the 
patent right of David Melville and others, to a newly invented lamp for 
lighting lighthouses; and a sum not exceeding four thousand two hun- 
dred and forty dollars, for placing the same in lighthouses. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That for making and completing a 
survey of the coast of Florida, under the direction of the President of the 
United States, a sum of money, not exceeding six thousand dollars, be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for carrying the same into effect. 

Approven, May 7, 1822. 


Cuar. CXXIL—An Aet confirming claims to lots in the town of Mobile, and to 
land in the former province of West Florida, which claims have been reported 
favourably on by the commissioners appointed by the United States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Houseof Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all the claims to lots in 
the town of Mobile, founded on complete grants derived from either the 
French, British, or Spanish, authorities, reported to the Secretary of the 
Treasury by the commissioner for the district east of Pearl river, appointed. 
under the authority of “An act for ascertaining the titles and claims to 
land in that part of Louisiana which lies east of the island of New Or- 
leans,” or which were so reported by the register and receiver, acting as 
commissioners, under the act of the third of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen, entitled “ An act for adjusting claims to land, and 
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establishing land offices, in the districts east of the island of New Orleans,” 
which are contained in the reports of the commissioner, or of the regis- 
ter and receiver acting as commissioners, and which are, in their opinion, 
valid, agreeably to the laws, usages, and customs, of the said governments, 
be, and the same are hereby, recognised as valid. 

Sec. 2. Andbe it further enacted, That all the claims to lots in the town 
aforesaid, reported as aforesaid, and contained in the reports of the 
commissioner, or of the register and receiver acting as commissioners, 
founded on orders of survey, requettes, permissions to settle, or other 
written evidences of claims, derived from either the French, British, or 
Spanish authorities, and bearing date prior to the twentieth of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, and which ought, in the opinion 
of the commissioner, to be confirmed, shall be confirmed in the same 
manner as if the title had been completed. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the claims to lots in the town 
aforesaid, reported as aforesaid, and contained in the reports of the com- 
missioner, or of the register and receiver acting as commissioners, founded 
on private conveyances which have passed through the office of the com- 
mandant, or other evidence, but founded, as the claimants allege, on 


„grants lost by time and accident, and which ought, in the opinion of the 


commissioner, to be confirmed, shall be confirmed in the same manner 
as if the titles were in existence: Provided, That, in all such claims 
where the quantity claimed is not ascertained, no one claim shall be con- 
firmed for a quantity exceeding seven thousand two hundred square feet. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That for all the other claims to lots in 
the town aforesaid, reported as aforesaid, which are contained in the report 
of the register and receiver, and which, by the said report, appear to have 
been built upon or improved and occupied, on or before the fifteenth day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, the claimants shall be 
entitled to grants therefor as donations: Provided, That in all such claims, 
where the quantity claimed is not ascertained, no one claim shall be con- 
firmed for a quantity exceeding seven thousand two hundred square feet; 
And provided also, That all the confirmations and grants provided to be 
made by this act, shall amount only to a relinquishment for ever, on the 
part of the United States, of all right and title whatever to the lots of 
land so confirmed or granted. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the registers and receivers of 
the land offices at St. Helena Courthouse and at Jackson Courthouse, 
respectively, shall have the same powers to direct the manner in which 
all lands confirmed by this act shall be located and surveyed, and also to 
decide between the parties in all conflicting and interfering claims, as 
are given by the act, entitled “ An act supplementary to the several acts 
for adjusting the claims to land, and establishing land offices, in the dis- 
tricts east of the island of New Orleans.” 

Approven, May 8, 1822. 


Cuar. CXXIV.—An Act to establish an additional land office in the state of 
Illinois, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That so much of the pub- 
lic lands of the United States as lies east of the Mississippi river, north 
of the line separating the thirteenth and fourteenth tiers of townships 
north'of the base line, and west of the third principal meridian, in the 
state of Tlinois, shall form a land district, for the disposal of the said 
lands, and for which purpose a land office shall be established at such 
place therein as the President of the United States shall designate, until 
the same shall be permanently fixed by law. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a register and 
receiver appointed to the said land office, to superintend the sales of the 
public lands in the said district, who shall reside at the place where the 
said office shall be established as aforesaid, give security in the same 
manner, in the same sums, and whose compensation, emoluments, and 
duties, and authority, shall, in every respect, be the same in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their offices, as are or may be by 
law, provided in relation to the registers and receivers of public moneys 
in the several offices established for the sale of the public lands: Pro- 
vided, That the said appointments shall not be made until a sufficient 
quantity of public lands shall have been surveyed within the said district 
to authorize, in the opinion of the President, a public sale of lands with- 
in the same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the provisionsof the second, 
third, and fifth, sections of the act, entitled “An act to designate the 
boundaries of districts, and establish land offices, for the disposal of the 
public lands not heretofore offered for sale in the states of Ohio and In- 
diana,” approved March third, eighteen hundred and nineteen, and the act, 
entitled “An act making further provision for the sale of the public lands,” 
approved April twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and twenty, be, and the 
same are hereby, made applicable to the said district and office, so far 
as they are not changed by subsequent laws of the United States. 

Approven, May 8, 1822. 


Cuar, CXXVI.—.An Act to designate the boundaries of a land district, and for 
the establishment of a land office, in the state of Indiana, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, for the sale of the un- 
appropriated public lands in the state of Indiana, to which the Indian 
title is extinguished, the following district shall be formed, and a land 
office established: All the public lands as aforesaid, to which the Indian 
title was extinguished by the treaties concluded at St. Mary’s in the month 
of October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, lying east of the range line 
separating the first and second ranges east of the second principal meri- 
dian, extended north to the present Indian boundary and north of a line 
to be run separating the tiers of townships numbered twenty and twenty- 
one, commencing on the old Indian boundary, in range thirteen east of 
the said principal meridian, in Randolph county, and the said district to 
be bounded on the east by the line dividing the states of Ohio and In- 
diana, shall form a district, for which a land office shall be established at 
Fort Wayne. f 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President is hereby author- 
ized to appoint, by and with the advice and consent. of the Senate, for 
the aforesaid district,a register of the land office and a receiver of public 
moneys; which appointments shall not be made for the aforesaid land 
district until a sufficient quantity of public lands shall have been survey- 
ed within the said district as to authorize, in the opinion of the President, 
a public sale of land within the same; which register of the land office 
and receiver of public moneys, when appointed, shall each, respectively, 
give security in the same sums,and in the same manner, and whose com- 
pensation, emoluments, and duties, and authority, shall, in every 
respect, be the same, in respect to the lands which shall be disposed of 
at their offices, as are or may be provided by law in relation to the regis- 
ters and receivers of public moneys in the several land offices establish- 
ed for the disposal of the public lands of the United States in the states 
of Ohio and Indiana. an 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the public lands within 
the aforesaid district, to which the Indian title has been extinguished, 
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and which have not been granted to, or secured for, the use of any in- 
dividual or individuals,or appropriated and reserved for any other pur- 
pose by any existing treaties or laws, and with the exception of section 
numbered sixteen in each township, which shall be reserved for the sup- 
port of schools therein, shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder, 
at the land office for the said district, under the direction of the register 
of the land office and receiver of public moneys, on such day or days as 
shall, by proclamation of the President of the United States, be desig- 
nated for that purpose: the lands shall be sold in tracts of the same size, 
on the same terms and conditions, and in every respect, as provided by 
the act, entitled “An act making further provision for the sale of the 
public lands,” approved April twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and 
twenty. 

Seo. 4, And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall have power, and he is hereby authorized, to remove, when- 
ever he shall judge it expedient so to do, the land office aforesaid, to 
such suitable place, within the said district, as he shall judge most 
proper. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the register of the land 
office and receiver of public moneys shall, each, receive five dollars for 
each day’s attendance in superintending the public sales in the said 
district. 

Approven, May 8, 1822. 


Cuar. CXXVIL.—An Act to establish certain post-roads, and to discontinue others, 
and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Scnate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, ‘That the following mail-routes 
be discontinued; thatis to say: 

In Vermont.—From Lynden to Wheelock, in the county of Cale- 
donia. 

In New York.—From Utica, by Clinton, Chandler’s store, Augusta, and 
Madison, to Hamilton Village. 

From Chitteningo, alias Sullivan, to Madison; and that part of 
the route from Leicester to Olean, which is situated between Oil Creek 
and Olean. 

In‘ New Jersey —From Liberty Corner to Somerville. 

In Maryland—From Annapolis to Kent Island, and from thence, 
through Queenstown, to Centreville. 

In Pennsylwania.—From Uniontown, by Middletown, to Perry- 
opolis. 

From Londontown to Messenburg. 

In Virginia—From Brown’s store to Dickinson’s store, in Franklin 
county. 

In North Carolina.—From Haysville to Williamsborough. 

From Winton, by Gale’s Courthouse,to Sunbury. 

From Waynesville, in North Carolina, to Houstonville, in South 
Carolina. 

In Kentucky.—From Ross’s post-office, Whitby county, to Monticello, 
in Wayne county. 

From Manchester to the Hazelpatch, and from thence to Co- 
lumbia. 

In Ohio.—From the mouth of Little Scioto to Piketon. 

In Arkansas.—From Clark Courthouse to Hempstead Courthouse, and 
to the post of Washita. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following post-roads be 
established ; to wit: 
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In Maine.—From Hallowell, by Silas Piper’s, in Harlem, Jonathan 
Greely’s, at the Four Corners in Palermo, to Montville. 

In Vermont.—From Poultney, through Middletown, Tinmouth, and 
Willingford, to Mount Holly, in the county of Rutland. 

From Montpelier, through Barre, Orange, and Topsham, to. New- 
bury. 

From Lynden, through Sutton, to Barton, in the county of Or- 
leans. 

In Massachusetts -—From Plymouth to Carver and Rochester. 

From Holmes’s Hole, in Tisbury, to Chilmark, in the island called 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

From Mendon, through Milford, Holiston, Sherburne, Natick, Need- 
ham, Newton, and Brighton, over the Mildam, to Boston. 

From Milbury, in Worcester county, to the town of Providence, in 
Rhode Island, to pass through the towns of Sutton and Douglass, in 
Massachusetts, and the town of Burrellville and village of Chepackett, 
in Rhode Island. 

From Belchertown, by Enfield, to Greenwich. 

From Worcester to Providence, in Rhode Island, passing through 
Grafton, Upton, Mendon, Bellingham, Cumberland, and Pawtucket. 

From Amesbury to Southampton, in New Hampshire, and thence to 
Kingston. 

In Connecticut.—That the post-road from Hartford to New London, 
shall be by the Presbyterian meeting house, in the first society in the town 
of Hebron. 

From New London, along the new turnpike road, to the town of Pro- 
vidence, in Rhode Island. 

In New Hampshire.—The post-road from Walpole to Newport shall 
be through the town of Langdon. 

In New York.—From Deposit to Stockport, in Pennsylvania. 

From Jay to Danville, thence, down the Ausable river, by Bullen’s 
mills, to Keesville, in the town of Chesterfield. 

From Schenectady, by Charlton, Galway, Providence, and North- 
ampton, to Edinburgh, and from Edinburgh, back by Northampton, West 
Galway Church, and Glenville, to Schenectady. 

From the Post-office in Luzerne, on the west side of the Hudson river, 
to the Post-office in Chester. 

From Green, in the county of Chenango, to Ithaca, in ‘Tompkins 
county. 

Prom Cherry Valley, in the county of Otsego, to the village of Cana- 
joharie, in the county of Montgomery. ; 

From Champion, in the county of Jefferson, to Alexandria, by Felts 
mills, Le Raysville, Evans's mills, Theresa, and Plessis. : 

From the village of Canandaigua to the village of Penn Yan, in the 
county of Ontario. ; 

From Batavia, by the village of Lockport, to intersect the ridge road 
at William Molyneaux’s, in the town of Cambia. 

From Howard, in the county of Steuben, by Rathbun’s settlement and 
Loon Lake settlement, to Conhocton. . 

From Bath to Catherine’s, by Mount Washington and Bartle’s mills, 
and, returning, by Mead’s creek, to the mouth of Mud creek. 

From South Danville to Goff’s mills. , 

From Champlain to the town of Moores, thence, by Lawrence’s mill’s, 
and Beekmantown, to Platisburg. 

From Ithaca to Burdett, near the head of Seneca lake. : 

From Poughkeepsie, by Pleasant Valley, Salt Point, James 'Thorn’s in 
Clinton Friends’ meeting house in Stanford, the Federal store, and 
from thence to the Pine Plains’ Post-office, in the town of North East. 
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From Moscow, in Livingston county, to the village of Fredonia, in 
Chatauque county. ; 

From Cincinnatus, through Willet and Freetown, to Harrison. 

From Canastota, at Perkins’s Basin, on the Great Erie canal, through 
Lenox, Clarkville, Perryville, Petersborough, and Morrisville, to Eaton. 

The mail-route from Bath, by Angelica, Hamilton, Cerestown, Pennsyl- 
vania, Coudersport, and Jersey Shore, to Williamsport, shall pass by 
Smithport, in M’Kean county, Pennsylvania, either in going or returning. 

From Esperance to Middleburg, by the way of Schoharie, in Scoharie 
county. 

In Ta Jersey.—From Liberty Corner, by Pluckemin, to Somerville. 

From Somerville, by New Germantown, through Paipack Valley, to 
Mandham and Morristown. 

From Hackensack, in the county of Bergen, by Patterson’s landing 
and Belleville, to Newark, in Essex county. 

From Beasley’s, at the mouth of Great Egg Harbour river, by Etna 
Furnace, on Tuckahoe river, Cumberland Furnace, Malligo, Glasbo- 
rough, and Woodbury, to Philadelphia. 

From Princeton, by Harlingen, to Flagtown. 

In Maryland—From Hagerstown, by Mercersburg, to M’Connels- 
burg, in Pennsylvania. 

From Annapolis, by Baltimore, to Queenstown, and from thence to 
Centreville and Kent island. 

In Pennsylwania.—From Philadelphia, by the Falls of Schuylkill, to 
Norristown. 

From Swamp churches, in Montgomery county, by Boyerstown, to 
Reading. 

From Doylestown, by Sorrel Horse, Bustleton and Byberry, to Anda- 
lusia, and to return by the Buck Tavern and Hartville, to Doylestown. 

From Easton, Northampton county, to Hellerstown, Quakertown, and 
Bursonsville, Bucks county. 

From Emaus, by Millerstown, to Trexlerstown, in Lehigh county. 

From Chambersburg to Waynesburg, by Samuel Fisher’s store, in 
Franklin county. 

From M’Call’s Ferry, in Lancaster, to the borough of Westchester, 
in Chester county. 

From Meadville to Salem, at the mouth of Big Conneatt, Ohio. 

From the village of Blearsville, by Youngstown, to Mount Pleasant. 

From Newville, in Cumberland county, to Roxbury and Strasburg, 
in Franklin county. 

From Landisburg, in Perry county, to Waterford, in Mifflin county. 

From Selinsgrove to New Berlin. 

From Ebensburg to Indiana. 

From Uniontown, by Connelsville, to Perryopolis. 

From the city of Lancaster, through Millerstown, Washington, and 
Charlestown, to the borough of Columbia. 

In Virginia.—From Winchester to the Berkley springs, in Morgan 
county. 

From. Lewisburg, by Huttonsville, Beverly, Leadesville, Meigsville, 
Swamp, and Kingwood, to Morgantown. 

From Salem to Botetourt, through the Bent Mountain, by Simpson’s 
and Thomas Goodson’s, to Boon’s, on the west fork of Little river, in 
Montgomery county. 

From the city of Richmond, by Piping Tree, in King William county, 
to King and Queen Courthouse, Gloucester, Middlesex, and Matthews. 

From Halifax Courthouse to Person Courthouse, North Carolina. 

From Franklin Courthouse to Henry Courthouse, to go by Dickerson’s 
store in Franklin county. 
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From Lynchburg, by Pittsylvania Courthouse, to i 
Danville A Halifax AE pe Doa md Bom 

From Parkersburg to Kanawha Courthouse. 

From Richmond to Chesterfield Courthouse, to go by Mechanick’s Inn 
instead of the route now established. . : 

That the route from Stanton, by Greenbrier Courthouse, and Charles- 
ton, to Catletsburg, in Kentucky, be changed, so as to go by the Sulphur 
Springs, on Muddy creek, in Greenbrier. 

From Bath Courthouse to Alleghany Courthouse. 

In North Carolina.—F rom Haysville, in Franklin county, by Glasgow’s 
store and Health Seat, to Oxford, in Granville. 

From Ashe Courthouse to Jordan Councils, in same county. 

From Stokesville, by Gates’ Courthouse, to Sunbury. 

That the route from Fayetteville to Salisbury be changed, so as to go 
by Carthage, M’Neil’s, Hill's, and Skean’s Ferry, and to return by For- 
rest’s, Blakely, Lawrenceville, Allentown, and M’Auley’s store. 

From Fayetteville, by Graham’s bridge, Rockingham, to Wades- 
borough. 

From Tyson’s store to Waddle’s Ferry, Brower’s mill, Hugh Moffitt’s 
mill, then to Richard Kennon’s and to Haywood. 

From Waynesville, Haywood Courthouse, by Lovesville, on Scott’s 
creek, to Franklin, in the Cherokee Purchase, and from thence to Rabun 
Courthouse, in Georgia. 

In South Carolina.—From Rocky Mount to Pine Hill Post-office, to 
pass by Ebenezer Academy. 

From Fayetteville, in North Carolina, leaving the road to Camden at 
or near Laurel Hill, by Cheraw, to Camden. 

From Cheraw, by Society Hill and Darlington Courthouse, to intersect 
the great southern route at Godfrey’s ferry, on the Pedee river. 

From Cheraw, by Chesterfield Courthouse, to Lancaster Courthouse. 

In Georgia —From Lawrenceville, in Guinett county, to the Stand- 
ing Peach Tree, (Fayette Courthouse.) 

From Jefferson, by Coleraine, by Crawford in Florida, and to St. 
Augustine, and the route at present used discontinued. 

From Elberton to Ruckersville, in Elbert county. 

In Alabama.—From Huntsville, by Triana, Mooresville, Athens, East- 
port, and Bainbridge, to the Big Spring. 

From Cahawba by Portland, Prairie Bluff, the Standing Peach Tree, 
through the populous settlement on Bassett’s creek and by Clark Court- 
house, to St. Stephen’s, so as to reinstate the old route from Cahawba to 
St. Stephen’s, and the present route from Cahawba to St. Stephen’s to be 

. discontinued. 

From Ashville to Huntsville, by the way of Robertsville and Bennett's 
store. 

From Augusta, on the Tallapoosa, by Coosanda, passing through the 
settlement in the upper end of Autago county, and the settlement. of 
Mulberry creek, in Bibb county, by the falls o Cahawha, to the town of 
Tuscaloosa. 

In Mississippi.—From Winchester, by Perry Courthouse and Colum- 
bia, to Holmesville. 

From Picken’s Courthouse, in Alabama, by Monroe Courthouse, the 
Cotton Gin Port, and the Chickasaw Agency, in the state of Mississippi, 
to the Chickasaw Bluffs, in the state of Tennessee. — 

From the Choctaw Agency, by Jackson, to Monticello. 

In Tennessee.—From Campbell’s station, by Blair’s Ferry, to Pump- 
kintown. eg 

From Sparta, in White county, to Pikeville, in Bledsoe county. 

The post-road from Morgantown to Mount Pleasant, alias Pumpkintown, 
to go by Monroe Courthouse. 

Vou, UT.—89 
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From Greenville to the Warm Springs, in North Carolina. 

In Kentucky—¥From Manchester, by Perry Courthouse, to Patrick 
Saltworks. 

From Morganfield, crossing the Ohio at Francisburg, to Harmony, in 
Indiana. 

From Monticello, by Beatty’s Saltworks, and Ross’ Post-office, to Jacks- 
borough, in Tennessee. 

From Williamsburg, in Whitby county, by Ross’s post-office, to Somer- 
set, in Pulaski county. 

From Richmond to the Hazel Patch, hereafter to go by Manchester, 
to Barbourville. 

In Ohio.—From Belle Fontaine, in Logan county, by Forts M’ Arthur 
and Findlay, to the Foot of the Rapids of the Miami of the Lake. 

From Columbus, by Maysville, the seat of justice of Union county, 
thence, through Zanesfield, to Belle Fontaine, in the county of 
Logan. 

From Norton, in the county of Delaware, by Claredon Buayners, to 
the city of Sandusky. 

From the mouth of Little Scioto to Portsmouth. 

From Cleveland, through Newburg, Hudson, Ravenna, Palmyra, Ells- 
worth, Canfield, Boardman, Poland, Petersburg, and Greensburg, to 
Beavertown in Pennsylvania. 

From Columbus to Sunbury, through Harrison and Ravenna town- 
ships. 

From Columbus, by Springfield, Dayton, and Eaton; then to Indiana- 
polis, in the state of Indiana; thence by Vandalia, in Illinois; thence to 
St. Louis, in Missouri. 

From West Union to Cincinnati, to pass through Georgetown, 
the seat of justice of Brown county, instead of the present route. 

From Augusta, Kentucky, by Lewis, Felicity, Chilo, Neville, Point- 
opolis, New Richmond, and Newtown, to Cincinnati, in Ohio. 

In Indiana.—From Terre Haute, by Clinton, the seat of justice for 
Parke county, and Crawfordsville, to Indianapolis. 

From Washington, by Burlington, and Blooming, to Indianapolis. 

From Lawrenceburg, by Napoleon, to Indianapolis. 

In Illinois —From Vincennes, in Indiana, by Ellison’s Prairie, Pales- 
tine, York, Aurora, Grand Prairie, in Clark county,to Clinton. 

From Shawneetown, by Bellgrade, to America. 

From Peoria, on Illinois river, to Sangama county. 

From Edwardsville to Sangama Courthouse. 

In Missouri —From St. Genevieve, by Herculaneum, to St. Louis, 

From Terculaneum to Potosi. 

From Jackson to Fredericktown. 

From Potosi to New Bowling Green. 

From St. Charles to Cote Sans Dessein,shall hereafter go by the seat 
of justice for Calloway county. 

From Fishing river to Fort Osage, shall hereafter pass by the seat of 
justice in Clay county. 

Jn Arkansas—From the post of Arkansas, by Little Rock, Crystall 
Hill, Cadron and Ellis’s, to Crawford Courthouse. 

From Little Rock, by Clark Courthouse, to Natchitoches. 

i From Clark Courthouse, by Hempstead Courthouse, to Miller Court- 
ouse. 

In Louisiana. —From Natchez to Baton Rouge, by Woodville and 
Jackson. 

_ From Pinkneyville, Mississippi, by Avoyelles, to Alexandria in Lou- 
isiana. 

From Baton Rouge, by Bayou Placquemine and Duplesses’s Landing 
in the Attacapas, to Opelousa Courthouse. 
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From New Orleans to Pensacola. 

In Florida:—From Pensacola to St. Marks, thence to Vollusia at 
Dexters, on St. John’s river, thence down the river to Picolatta, and 
thence to St. Augustine. 

From Pensacola to Fort Hawkins, in Alabama. ; 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
may allow to the postmaster at Salem, Massachusetts, at the rate of 


two hundred dollars a year, in addition to his ordinary commissions. 
Approve, May 8, 1822. 


Cuar. CXXVITIl.—.An Act supplementary to the several acts for adjusting the 
claims to land, and establishing land offices, in the districts east of the Island of 
New Orleans. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all the claims to land 
said to be derived from the British or Spanish authorities, reported to 
the commissioner of .the general land office by the registers and re- 
ceivers of the land office at St. Helena Courthouse and at Jackson 
Courthouse, in the districts east and west of Pearl river, appointed un- 
der the authority of an act, entitled “An act for adjusting the claims 
to land, and establishing land offices, in the districts east of the Island 
of New Orleans,” which are contained in the several reports of the 
registers and receivers, and which are, in the opinion of the registers 
and receivers, valid, agreeably to the laws, usages, and customs, of the 
said governments, be, and the same are hereby, recognised as valid and 
complete titles, against any claim on the part of the United States, or 
right derived from the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the claims reported as 
aforesaid, and contained in the several reports of the said registers and 
receivers, founded on orders of survey, requettes, permission to settle, 
or other written evidences of claims, derived from the Spanish au- 
thorities, which ought, in the opinion of the registers and receivers, to 
be confirmed, shall be confirmed in the same manner as if the title 
had been completed: Provided, That the confirmation of all the said 
claims provided for by this act, shall amount only to a relinquishment 
for ever, on the part of the United States, of any claim whatever to the 
tract of land so confirmed or granted. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every person, or his or her 
legal representative, whose claim is comprised in the lists or registers of 
claims reported by the registers and receivers, and the persons embraced 
in the lists of actual settlers, or their legal representatives, not having any 
written evidence of claim reported as aforesaid, shall, when it appears 
by the said reports, or by the said lists, that. the land claimed or settled on 
had been actually inhabited or cultivated by such person or persons in 
whose right he claims, on or before the fifteenth day of April, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen, be entitled to a grant for the land so 
claimed or settled on as a donation: Provided, That not more than one 
tract shall be thus granted to any one person, and the same shall not con- 
tain more than six hundred and forty acres; and that no lands shall be 
thus granted which are claimed or recognised by the preceding sections 
of this act, or by virtue of a confirmation under an act, entitled “An act 
for adjusting the claims to land, and establishing land offices, in the dis- 
tricts east of the Island of New Orleans,” approved on the third day of 
March, eighteen hundred and nineteen: And provided, also, That no 
claim shall be confirmed where the quantity was not ascertained, and re- 


707 


Florida. 


Allowance 
to the postmas- 
ter at Salem, 
Mass. 


Srarore I. 


May 8, 1822. 


Claims toland 
derived from 
British or Span- 
ish authorities, . 
reported to the 
commissioner 
of the general 
land office, &c. 
which, in their 
opinion, are 
valid, &c., re- 
cognised as 
complete titles, 


&c. 
Act of March 
3, 1819, ch, 100. 


All claims re- 
ported, &c. 
founded on or- 
ders of survey, 
requettes, &c. 
derived from the 
Spanish autho- 
rities, &c. con- 
firmed. 

Proviso. 


Every person, 
&c. whose 
claim is com- 
prised in the 
lists, &c.,.if ac- 
tually inhabit- 
ing, &e. on or 
before April 
15, 1813, en- 
titled to a grant, 
&e. 


Proviso. 


Act of March 
3, 1819, ch. 100. 


Proviso. 


(a) See notes of the acts relating to the adjustment of land claims in Louisiana, act of March 3, 1819. 


ch. 100. See also, The United States v. King et al., 3 Howard, 773. 
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port made thereon by the registers and receivers, prior to the twenty-fifth 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty. 
Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the registers and receivers of 
the public moneys of the said respective districts, except in relation to 


perfect titles, as recognised in the first section of this act, and the first 


section of the act of the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen, shall have power to direct the manner in which all lands 
claimed in virtue of the preceding sections shall be located and surveyed ; 
and also to direct the location and manner of surveying all the claims 
to land recognised by the second, third, and fourth, sections of an act, 
entitled “ An act for adjusting the claims to land, and establishing land 
offices, in the districts east of the Island of New Orleans,” approved on 
the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, having 
regard to the laws, usages, and customs, of the Spanish government on 
that subject; and having regard also to the mode adopted by the govern- 
ment of the United States in surveying the claims to land confirmed by 
virtue of the second and third sections of an act of Congress, entitled 
“An act regulating the grants of lands, and providing for the disposal of 
the lands, of the United States, south of the state of Tennessee, ap- 
proved on the third March, one thousand eight hundred andthree. And 
that, in relation to all such claims which may conflict, or in any manner 
interfere, the said registers and receivers of public moneys of the respec- 
tive districts shall have power to decide between the parties, and shall, 
in their decision, be governed by such conditional lines or boundaries 
as may have been agreed on between the parties, either verbally or in 
writing, at any time prior to the passage of this act. But, upon the de- 
cision of those claims alluded to, which may conflict or interfere, and in 
relation to which the parties interested have agreed on no conditional 
lines or boundaries as to the manner of locating the same; the said re- 
gisters and receivers of the respective districts shall make an equal di- 
vision of the land claimed, so as to allow each party his or their improve- 
ments: Provided, however, That, should it be made appear, to the satis- 
faction of the register and receiver of public moneys of the respective 
districts, in any such case, that the subsequent settler had obtruded on 
the claim of the former, and had made his establishment after having 
been forbid so to do, the said registers and receivers of public moneys 
shall have power to decide between the parties, according to the circum- 
stances of the case and the principles of justice. . 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That patents shall be granted for 
all lands confirmed by virtue of the provisions of this act, in the same 
manner as patents are granted for lands confirmed under former acts, to 
which this is a supplement. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That to every person who shall ap- 
pear to be entitled to a tract of land, under the second and third sections 
of this act, a certificate shall be granted, by the register and receiver of 
the district in which the land lies, setting forth the nature of the claim 
and the quantity allowed ; for which certificate the party in whose favour 
it issues shall pay one dollar, to be divided between the said receiver 
and register. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to remove the land office from 
St. Helena Courthouse to such other place, within the said districts, as 
he may deem suitable and convenient. 

Arproven, May 8, 1822. 
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: Srature I. 
Cap. CXXIX.—An Act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the ter- May 8, 1822, 
ritory of Florida, (a) ee. ee 
The Presi- 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United dent, &c. to ap: 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, for the purpose of. pointthree com. 


(a) The decisions of the courts of the United States upon claims and titles to land in the territory: of 
Florida, have been : 

After the acquisition of Florida by the United States, in virtue of the treaty with Spain, of 29d of 
February, 1819, various acts of Congress were passed for the adjustment of private land claims, within 
the ceded territory. The tribunals authorized to decide on them, were not authorized to settle any 
which exceeded a league square ; on those exceeding that quantity, they were directed to report, espe- 
cially, their opinion, for the future action of Congress. The lands embraced in the larger claims were 
defined by surveys, and plats retained ; these were reserved from sale, and remained unsettled until some ` 
resolution should be adopted for a final adjudication of them, which was done by the passage of the law 
of the 22d of May, 1828. By the sixth section it was provided, ‘¢ that all claims to land within the ter- 
ritory of Florida, embraced by the treaty, which shall not be finally decided and settled under the pro- 
visions of the same law, containing a greater quantity of land than the commissioners were authorized 
to decide, and above the amount confirmed by the act, and which have not been reported as antedated, 
or forged, shall be received and adjudicated by the judges of the superior court of the district in which 
the land lies, upon the petition of the claimant, according to the forms, rules and regulations, conditions, 
restrictions and regulations prescribed to the district judge, and to the claimants, by the act of 26th May, 
1824. By a proviso, all claims annulled by the treaty, and all claims not presented to the commission- 
ers, &c., according to the acts of Congress were excluded. United States v. Arredondo etal. 6 Peters, 706. 

The grant of the king of Spain to F. M. Arredondo and Son, for land at Alachua, in Florida, gave 
a valid title to these claimants under the grant, according to the stipulations under the treaty between 
the United States and Spain, of 1819. By the laws of nations, of the United States, and of Spain, a con- 
cession or condition becomes absolute, where the condition is performed. Ibid. 691. : 

The original concession by governor Coppinger, on the petition of George J. F. Clarke, was made 
on the 17th of December, 1817, of twenty-six thousand acres of land, in the places he solicited in his 
petition, and a complete title was made of twenty-two thousand acres, part of the same, in December, 
1817. Twenty thousand acres, part of the whole concession, were sold by the appellee. The other 
four thousand were surveyed in conformity with the decree of 17th December, 1817, and a complete title 
to the same was made by governor Coppinger, on the 4th of May, 1818. By the court—The claimant 
cannot avail himself of the grant of the 4th of May, 1818, made after the 24th of January, 1818, the time 
limited by the Florida treaty. He must rest his claim on the concession made on the 17th of December, 
1817, United States v. Clarke, 8 Peters, 436. 

The validity of concessions of land, by the authoritics of Spain, in East Florida, is expressly recog- 
nised in the Florida treaty, and in the several acts of Congress. Ibid. : 

The eighth article allows the owners of land the same time for fulfilling the conditions of their grants 
from the date of the treaty, as is allowed in the grant from the date of the instrument. And the act of 
the 8th of May, 1822, requires every person claiming title to lands under any patent, grant, concession, 
or order of survey dated previous to the 24th óf January, 1818, to file his claim before the commission- 
ers, appointed in pursuance of that act. All the subsequent acts on the subject, observe the same lans 
guage; and the titles under these concessions have been uniformly confirmed, when the tract did not 
exceed a league square. Ibid. 

A claim to lands in East Florida, the title to which was derived from grants by the Creek and 
Seminole Indians, ratified by the local authorities of Spain, before the cession of Florida by Spain.to 
the United States, confirmed. Mitchel et al. v. The United States, 9 Peters, 711. 

It was objected to the title claimed in this case, which had been presented tothe superior court of 
Middle Florida, under the provisions of the acts of Congress for the settlement of land claims in Florida, 
that the grantees did not acquire, under the Indian grants, a legal title to the land.’ Held: that the acts 
of Congress submit these claims to the adjudication of this court as a court of equity; and those acts, 
as often and uniformly construed in its repeated decisions, confer the same jurisdiction over imperfect, 
inchoate and inceptive titles, as legal and perfect ones; and require the court. to decide by the same 
rules on all claims submitted to it, whether legal or equitable. Ibid. : 

In the case of the United States v. Arredondo, 6 Peters, 691, the lands granted had been in the posses- 
sion and occupation of the Alachua Indians, and the centre of the tract was an Indian town of that 
name. But the land had been abandoned, and before any grant was made by-the intendant, a report 
was made by the attorney and surveyor general ona reference to. them, finding the fact of abandonment; 
on which it was decreed that the lands had reverted to, and become annexed to the'royal domain. Ibid, 

By the common law, the king has no right of entry on Jands which is not common to his subjects ; the 
king is put to his inquest of office, or information of intrusion, in all cases where a subject is put. to his 
action; their right is the same, though the king has more convenient remedies in enforcing his. If the 
king has no original right of possession to lands, he cannot acquire it without office found, so as to 
annex it to his domain. Ibid. 

The United States have acted on the,same principle in the various laws which Congress have passed 
in relation to private claims to lands in the Floridas; they have not undertaken to decide for themselves, 
on the validity of such claims, without the previous action of some tribunal, special or judicial. They 
have not authorized an entry to be made on the possession of any person in possession, by colour of a 
Spanish grant or title ; nor the sale of any lands as part of the national domain ; with any intention to 
impair private rights. ‘The laws which give jurisdiction to the district courts of the territories to decide 
in the first instance, and to this court on appeal, prescribe the mode by which lands which have been posses- 
sed or claimed to have been granted pursuant to the laws of Spain, shall become a part.of the national 
domain; which, as declared in the seventh section of the act of 1824, is a ‘final decision against any 
claimant pursuant to any of the provisions of the law.” Ib¢d. 
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missioners for ascertaining the claims and titles to lands within the territory of Florida, 


ascertaini ‘ 

ascertaining ties as acquired by the treaty of the twenty-second of February, one thousand 
to lands in eight hundred and nineteen, there shall be appointed, by the President 
Florida. of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 


One uniform rule seems to have prevailed in the British provinces in America, by which Indian lands 
were held and sold, from their first settlement, as appears by their laws; that friendly Indians were pro- 
tected in the possession of the lands they occupied, and were considered as owning them by a perpetual 
right of possession in the tribe or nation inhabiting them as their common property, from generation to 
generation, not as the right of the individuals located on particular spots. Subject to this right of pos- 
session, the ultimate fee was in the crown and its grantees; which could be granted by the crown or 
colonial legislatures while the lands remained in possession of the Indians; though possession could not 
be taken without their consent. Ibid. 

Individuals could not purchase Indian lands without permission or license from the crown, colonial 
governors, or according to the rules prescribed by colonial laws; but such purchases were valid with such 
Hicense, or in conformity with the local laws ; and by this union of the perpetual right of occupancy with 
the pares fee, which passed from the crown by the license, the title of the purchaser became com- 
plete. id. 

Indian possession or occupation was considered with reference to their habits and modes of life ; their 
hunting grounds were as much in their actual possession as the cleared fields of the whites; and their 
rights to its exclusive enjoyment in their own way, and for their own purposes, were as much respected 
until they abandoned them, made a cession to the government, or an authorized sale to individuals. In 
either case their rights became extinct, the lands could be granted disencumbered of the right of occu- 
pancy, or enjoyed in full dominion by the purchases from the Indians. Such was the tenure of Indian 
lands by the laws of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. Ibid. 

Grants made by the Indians at public councils, since the treaty at Fort Stanwick’s, have been made 
directly to the purchasers, or to the state in which the land lies, in trust for them, or with directions 
to convey to them; of which there are many instances of large tracts so sold and held; especially in 
New York. Ibid. 

Tt was the universal rule that purchases made at Indian treaties, in the presence, and with the appro- 
bation of the officer under whose direction they were held by the authority of the crown, gave a valid 
title to the lands; it prevailed under the laws of the states after the revolution; and yet continues in 
those where the right to the ultimate fee is owned by the states, or their grantees. It has been adopted 
by the United States: and purchases made at treaties held by their authority, have been always held 
good by the ratification of the treaty, without any patent to the purchasers from the United States. This 
rule in the colonies was founded on a settled rule of the law of England, that by his prerogative the king 
was the universal occupant of all vacant lands in his dominions, and had the right to grant them at his 
pleasure, or by his authorized officers. Ibid. 

When the United States acquired and took possession of the Floridas, the treaties which had been 
made with the Indian tribes before the acquisition of the territory by Spain and Great Britain, remained 
in force over all the ceded territory as the laws which regulated the relations with all the Indians who 
were partics to them; and were binding on the United States, by the obligation they had assumed by 
the Louisiana treaty, as a supreme law of the land, which was inviolable by the power of Congress. 
They were also binding as the fundamental law of Indian rights, acknowledged by royal orders, and 
municipal regulations of the provinces, as the laws and ordinances of Spain in the ceded provinces, which 
were declared to continue in force by the proclamation of the governor in taking possession of the pro- 
vinee; and by the acts of Congress which assured all the inhabitants of protection in their property. It 
would be an unwarranted construction of these treaties, laws, ordinances and municipal regulations, to 
decide that the Indians were not to be maintained in the enjoyment of all the rights which they could 
have enjoyed under either, had the province remained under the dominion of Spain. It would be rather 
a perversion of their spirit, meaning and terms, contrary to the injunction of the law under which the 
court acts, which makes the stipulations of any treaty, the laws and ordinances of Spain ; and these acts 
of Congress, so far as either apply to this case, the standard rules for its decision. Ibid. 

The treaties with Spain and England before the acquisition of Florida by the United States, which 
guarantied to the Seminole Indians their lands according to the right of property with which they pos- 
sessed them, were adopted by the United States ; who thus became the protectors of all the rights they 
had previously enjoyed, or could of right enjoy under Great Britain or Spain, as individuals or nations, 
by any treaty, to which the United States thus became parties in 1803. Ibid. 

The Indian right to the lands as property was not merely of possession, that of alienation was con- 
comitant ; both were equally secured, protected, and guarantied by Great Britain and Spain, subject only 
to ratification-and confirmation by the'license, charter or deed from the governor representing the king. 
Such purchases enabled the Indians to pay their debts, compensate for their depredations on the traders 
resident among them, to provide for their wants ; while they were available to the purchasers as payment 
of the considerations which at their expense had been received by the Indians. It would have been 
a violation of the faith of the government to both, to encourage traders to settle in the province, to put 

_ themselves and property in the power of the Indians, to suffer the latter to contract debts, and when 
willing to pay them by the only means in their power, a cession of their lands, withhold an assent to the 
purchase, which by their laws or municipal regulations was necessary to vesta title. Such a course was 
never adopted by Great Britain in any of her colonies; nor by Spain in Louisiana or Florida. bid. 

"Phe laws made it necessary, when the Indians sold their lands, to have the deeds presented to the 
governor for confirmation. The sales by the Indians transferred the kind of right which they possessed 5 
the ratification of the sale by the governor must be regarded as a relinquishment of the title of the crown 
to the purchaser; and no instance is known where permission to sell has been ‘‘ refused, or of the rejec- 
tion of an Indian sale”? Ibid. 

In the present case the Indian sale has been confirmed with more than usual solemnity and publicity ; 
it has been done at a public council and convention òf the Indians conformably to treaties, to which the 
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three commissioners, who shall receive, as compensation for the duties en- 

joined by the provisions of this act, two thousand dollars each, to be paid Teit Pay 
quarterly, from the treasury; who shall open an office for the adjudica- sae at Pence 
tion of claims, at Pensacola, in the territory of West Florida, and St. cola. 


king was a party, and which the United States adopted; and the grant.was known to both parties to the 
treaty of cession. The United States were not deceived by the purchase, which they knew was subject 
to the claim of the petitioner, or those from whom he purchased; and they made no stipulation which 
should put it to a severer test than any other; and it was made to a house which, in consideration of its 
great and continued services to the king and his predecessor, had deservedly given them high claims as 
well on his justice as his faith. But if there could be a doubt that the evidence in the record did not 
establish the fact of a royal license or assent to this purchase, as a matter of specific and judicial belief, 
it would be presumed as a matter of law arising from the facts and circumstances of the case, which are 
admitted or unquestioned. Ibid. 4 ` 

As decided by the Supreme Court, the law presumes the existence in the provinces of an officer 
authorized to make valid grants; a fortiori, to give license to purchase and to confirm; and the treaty 
designates the governor of West Florida as the proper officer to make grants of Indian lands by confir- 
mation ; as plainly as it does the governor of East Florida to make original grants, or the intendant of 
West Florida to grant royal lands. A direct grant from the crown, of lands in a royal haven may be 
presumed on an uninterrupted possession of sixty years; on a prescriptive possession of crown lands for 
forty years. Ibid. 

The length of time which brings a given case within the legal presumption of a grant, charter or 
license, to validate a right long enjoyed, is not definite, depending on its peculiar circumstances. Ibid. 

Juan Percheman claimed two thousand acres of land lying in the territory of Florida, by virtue of a 
grant from the Spanish governor, made in 1815. His title consisted of a petition presented by himself 
to the governor of East Florida, praying for a grant of two thousand acres, at a designated place, in 
pursuance of the royal order of the 29th of March, 1815, granting lands to the military who-were in St. 
‘Augustine during the invasion of 1812 and 1813; a decree by the governor, made 12th December, 1815, 
in conformity to the petition, in absolute property, under the authority of the royal order, a certified 
copy of which decree and of the petition was directed to be issued to him from the secretary’s office, 
in order that it may be to him in all events an equivalent of a title in form; a petition to the governor, 
dated 31st December, 1815, for an order of survey, and a certificate of a survey having been made on 
the 20th of August, 1819, in obedience to the same. This claim was presented, according to law, 
to the register and receiver of East Florida, while acting as a board of commissioners to ascertain claims 
and titles to lands in East Florida. The claim was rejected by the board, and the following entry made 
of the same. ‘In the memorial of the claimant to this board, he speaks of a survey made by authority 
in 1829. If this had been produced, it would have furnished some support for the certificate of Aguilar. 
As it is, we reject the claim.?? Held, that this was not a final action on the claim, in the sense those 
words are used in the act of the 26th of May, 1830, entitled “An act supplementary to,” &. United 
States v. Percheman, 7 Peters, 51. 

A grant of land in Florida within the Indian boundary, by the governor, acting under the crown of 
Spain before the cession of Florida to the United States, was confirmed to the grantee, by the decree 
of the judge of the eastern district of Florida. The decree was affirmed on appeal. The United States 
v. Fernandez, 10 Peters, 303. 

The subject of grants of land within the Indian boundary, which had not by any official act been 
declared a part of the royal domain, was fully and ably considered in the case of Johnson v. M’Intosh, 
8 Wheat. 543; 5 Cond. Rep. 515. Every European government claimed and exercised the right of grant- 
ing lands, while in the occupation of the Indians. Ibid. 

The grants of lands in the possession of the Indians by the governor of Florida, under the crown of 
Spain, were good to pass the right of the crown. The grants severed them from the royal domain, 80 
mat they became private property ; which was not ceded to the United States by the treaty with Spain, 

bid. : 

The Supreme Court cannot attach any condition to a grant of absolute property in the whole of the 
land. ‘This grant was made by the governor of East Florida in absolute property, with a promise of a 
title in form. He was the exclusive judge of the conditions to be imposed on his grant, and of their 
performance. The United States v. Segui, 10 Peters, 306. 

A grant of land by the governor of East Florida, in consideration of services to the Spanish govern- 
ment, made before the cession of the territory of Florida to the United States, confirmed». The United 
States v. Chaires, 10 Peters, 308. , 

Under a grant of the governor of Florida, prior to the cession of the same to the United States, of 
sixteen thousand acres of land, for the purpose of erecting a water-mill, a survey of five hundred ‘and 
twenty acres was made ; and at another place, a survey of fifteen.thousand six hundred and thirty acres 
was also made. The Supreme Court held, that the first survey of five hundred and twenty acres was 
valid, and that the survey of fifteen thousand four hundred and eighty acres was invalid ; but that the 
grantee has a title to fifteen thousand four hundred and eighty acres of vacant land; which he has a 
right to have surveyed, adjoining the survey of five hundred and twenty acres.. The United States v. 
Seton, 10 Peters, 309. : i 

Under a Spanish grant of five miles square, ten thousand. acres were surveyed at one place, and six 
thousand acres were surveyed at another place, as the whole quantity of ungranted land. could not be 
found together. The grant was confirmed. The United States v. Sibbald, 10 Peters, 313. 

A grant of land was made by governor Coppinger, in June, 1828. The grant was made to the appel- 
lee, on his stating his intention to build a saw-mill. The decree grants to the petitioner. $“ license to 
construct a water-saw mill, on the creek known by the name of Pottsburg, bounded by the lands of. 
Strawberry Hill, and this tract not being sufficient, I grant him the equivalent quantity in Cedar Swamp 
about a mile east of M’Queen’s mill, but with the precise condition that, as long as he does. not erect 
said machinery, this grant will be considered null,-and without value nor effect until that event takes 
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Augustine, in East Florida, under the rules, regulations, and conditions, 


hereinafter prescribed. . i 
To appoint Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of said 
a secretary. commissioners to appoint a suitable and well qualified secretary, who 


place; and then in order that he may not receive any prejudice from the expensive expenditures which 
he is preparing, he will have the facility of using the pines and other trees comprehended in the square 
of five miles, or the equivalent thereof, which five miles are granted to him in the mentioned place, the 
avails of which he will enjoy without any defalcation whatever.” ` By the Court—The judge of the 
superior court construed this. concession to be a grant of land, and we concur with him. United States 
v. Richard, 8 Peters, 470. i g 

A grant of land in East Florida was made by the governor, before the cession of Florida by Spain to 
the United States, on conditions which were not performed by the grantee within the time limited in 
the. grant; or any exertions made by him to perform them. No sufficient cause for the non-performance 
of the conditions having been shown, the decree of the Supreme Court of East Florida, which con- 
firmed the grant, was reversed. United States v. Mills’ Heirs, 12 Peters, 215. : 

A grant for land in Florida by governor Coppinger, on condition that the grantee build a mill, with- 
in a period fixed in the grant, was declared to be void; the grantee not having performed the condi- 
tion, or shown sufficient cause for its non-performance, United States v. Kingsley, 12 Peters, 476. 

Under the Florida treaty, grants of land made before the 24th January, 1818, by his Catholic majesty, 
or by his lawful authorities, stand ratified and confirmed to the same extent that the same grants would 
be valid if Florida had remained under the dominion of Spain; and the owners of conditional grants 
who have been prevented from fulfilling all the conditions of their grants, have time by the treaty ex- 
tended to them to complete such conditions. That time as was declared by the Supreme Court in Ar- 
redondo’a case, 6 Peters, 691, began to run in regard to individual rights, from the ratification of the 
treaty; and the treaty declares, if the conditions are not complied with, within the terms limited in the 
grant, that.the grants shall be null and void. Ibid. 

A grant by governor Coppinger of fourteen thousand five hundred acres of land, in East Florida, 
part of thirty thousand acres granted in consideration of services to the crown of Spain, and the offi- 
cers of Spain, which had been surveyed by the appointed officer, confirmed. United States v. Levy, 
12 Peters, 218. 

The court refused to allow a survey of land to be made to make up for a deficiency in the survey of 
fourteen thousand five hundred acres, in consequence of part of the land included therein being covered 
with water, and being marshes. Even if a survey had not been made under the concession, it would 
not be competent for the superior court of East Florida, or for the Supreme Court, to designate a new 
location varying from the original concession, as any such variation would be equivalent to a new grant. 

id. 

A concession was made by the governor of Florida, before the cession of Florida to the United 
States, on condition that the grantee should erect a water saw-mill, “ and with the precise condition, 
that. until he executes the said machinery, the grant to be considered void, and without effect, until that 
event takes place.”? The mill was never erected, and no sufficient reason shown for its non-erection. 
The court held that the concession gave no title to the land. , United States v. Drummond, 13 Peters, 

A grant of land in East Florida, by the Spanish governor, on the condition that a water saw-mill 
should be erected on the Jand, declared void ; the condition of the grant not having been performed ac- 
cording to the terms of the grant. United States v. Burgevin, 13 Peters, 85. 

A grant by governor Coppinger of fourteen thousand five hundred acres of land, in East Florida, part 
of the thirty thousand acres, granted in consideration of services to the crown of Spain and the officers of 
Spain, which had been surveyed by the appointed officer, confirmed. The United States v. Moses E. 
Levy, 13 Peters, 81. 2 

The court refused to allow a survey of land to be made, to make up fora deficiency in the survey 
of fourteen thousand five hundred acres, in consequence of part of the land included therein being 
covered. with water, and being marshes. Even if a survey had not been made under the concession, 
it would not be competent for the superior court of East Florida, or for the Supreme Court, to desig- 
nate a new location varying from the original concession, as any such variation would be equivalent toa 
new grant, Ibid. A 

A grant of land by Estrada, the governor of East Florida, was made on the Ist of August, 1815, to 
Elizabeth Wiggins, on a petition, stating, that “owing to the diminution of trade, she will have to 
devote herself to the pursuits of the country.” The grant was made for the quantity of land appor- 
tioned by the regulations of East Florida to the number of the family of the grantee. It was regu- 
larly surveyed by the surveyor general, according to the petition and grant. No settlement or improve- 
ment was ever made by the grantee, or by any one acting for her, on the property. In 1831, Elizabeth 
Wiggins presented a petition to the superior court of East Florida, praying for a confirmation of the grant; 
and in July, 1838, the court gave a decree in favour of the claimant. On an appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, the decree of the superior court of East Florida was reversed. The court held, that 
by the regulations established on the 25th November, 1818, by governor Coppinger, the grant had become 
void, because of the non-improvement, and the neglect to settle the land granted. The United States 
v. Elizabeth Wiggins, 14 Peters, 334. 

The existence of a foreign law, especially unwritten, is a fact to be proved like any other fact, by 
appropriate evidence... Ibid. 

A copy of. the decree by the governor of East Florida, granting land to a petitioner while Spain had 
ossession of the territory, certified by the secretary of the government to have been faithfully made 
vom the original in the secretary’s office, is evidence in the courts of the United States. By the laws 

of Spain, prevailing in the province at that time, the secretary was the proper officer to give copies; 
and the law trusted him for this particular purpose, so far as he acted under its authority. The origi- 
nal was confined to the public office. Ibid. 
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shall record, in a well-bound book, all and every their acts and proceed- Duties of th 

ings, the claims admitted, with those rejected, and the reason of their ad- secretary. . 
mission or rejection. He shall receive as a compensation for his services ; 

one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, to be paid quarterly, from Hie comper 


The eighth article of the Florida treaty stipulates, that ‘grants € in, i i 
after the 24th of January, 1818, shall be J tified and  onfrnei to Relate aae oy Pan le ead 
to the same extent that the same grants would be valid, if the government of the territory had remained 
under the dominion of Spain.’ The government of the United States may take advantage of the non- 
performance of the conditions prescribed by the law relative to grants of land, if the treaty does not 
provide for the omission. Ibid. 

In the cases of Arredondo, 6 Peters, 691, and Percheman, 7 Peters, 54, it was held, that the words in 
the Florida treaty, ‘shall be ratified and confirmed ;” in reference to perfect titles, should be construed 
‘are ratified and confirmed.” The object of the court in these cases was to exempt them from the 
operation of the eighth article, for that they were perfect titles by the laws of Spain, when the treaty 
was made; and that when the soil and sovereignty of Florida were ceded by the second article, private 
rights of property were, by implication, protected. By the law of nations, the rights to property are 
secured when territories are ceded; and to reconcile the eighth article of the treaty with the law of 
nations, the Spanish side of the article was referred to in aid of the American side.. The court held, 
that perfect titles ‘stood confirmed” by the treaty; and must be so recognised by the United States 
in our courts. Ibéd, 2 

Perfect titles to lands, made by Spain in the territory of Florida before the 24th January, 1818, were 
intrinsically valid, and exempt from the provision of the eighth article of the treaty; and they need no 
sanction from the legislative or judicial departments of the United States. Ibid. 

The eighth article of the Florida treaty was intended to apply to claims to land whose validity 
depended on the performance of conditions, in consideration of which the concessions had been made; 
and which must have been performed before Spain was bound to perfect the titles. The United States 
were bound after the cession of the country, to the same extent that Spain had been bound 
before the ratification of the treaty, to perfect them by legislation and adjudication. Ibid. 

A grant of land by the government of Florida, made before: the cession of Florida to the United 
States by Spain, confirmed: every point involved in the case having been conclusively settled by the 
court in their former adjudications in similar cases. The United States v. Waterman, 14 Peters, 478. 

The Supreme Court, in the case of the United States v. Clark, 8 Peters, 48, say ‘* that if the validity 
of the grant depends upon its being in conformity with the royal order of Spain of 1790, it cannot be 
supported ;” but immediately proceeds to show, “though the royal orderis recited in the grant, that it 
was, in fact, founded on the meritorious consideration of the petitioner having constructed a machine 
of great value for sawing timber; the recital of the royal order of 1790, in this grant, is entirely im- 
material, and does not affect the instrument.” Held, the recital of the royal order, in this case, is quite 
immaterial, Ibid. i 

The case of the United States v. Wiggins, 14 Peters, 325, which decided that certain proof of the 
certificate of Aguilar, secretary of East Florida, was sufficient, cited; and the decision on that point 
affirmed. Ibid. 

The Spanish governors of Florida had, by the laws of the Indies, power to make large grants to the 
subjects of the crown of Spain. The royal order of Spain of 1790, applied to grants to foreigners. 
These grants, before the cession of Florida to the United States, had been sanctioned for many years 
by the king of Spain, and the authorities representing him in Cuba, the Floridas, and Louisiana. This 
authority has been frequently affirmed by the Supreme Court. Ibid. À 

An application was made to the governor of Florida, in 1814, stating services performed by the peti~ 
tioner for the government of Spain, and the intention of the petitioner to invest his means in the erec- 
tion of a water saw-mill, and marking the place where the lands were situated. which were asked for. 
The governor granted the land,referring to the merits and services of the applicant, and in considera~. 
tion of the advantages which would result to the home and foreign trade by the use proposed to be 
made of the land. Held, that this was not a conditional grant; and that no evidence of the erection: 
of a water saw-mill was required to be given to maintain its validity, or induce its confirmation. Ibid. 

John Forbes by memorial to governor Kindelan, the governor of East Florida, set forth, that‘in 1799, 
there had been granted to Panton Leslie and company, for the pupone of pasturage, fifteen thousand 
acres of land, which they were obliged to abandon, as being of inferior quality... Forbes, as the suc- 
cessor to these grantees, asked to be permitted to abandon these fifteen thousand acres, and in lieu, to 
have granted to him ten thousand acres, as an equivalent, on Nassau river. The petition avers that the 
object was to establish a rice plantation. The petition was referred to the “ Comptroller,” who gave it 
as his opinion that the culture of rice should be promoted. Governor Kindelan permitted. the aban- 
donment of the fifteen thousand acres granted before, and in lieu thereof, granted to John Forbes, for 
the purpose of cultivating rice, ten thousand acres in the district, on banks of the river Nassau. Sure. 
veys of seven thousand acres of land, at the head of the river “ Little St. Mary” or “St. Mary,” and 
three thousand acres in ‘‘ Cabbage Swamp,’? were made under this grant. No description of the 
locality of the land other than that in the certificate of the survey was given ; nor do the surveys prove 
that the land surveyed lay in the district of the river Nassau. No evidence was given of the situation 
of “ Cabbage Swamp.” Held, that these surveys were not made of the land granted by governor Kin- 
delan; and according to the decisions of this court on all occasions, the surveys, to give them validity, 
must be in conformity with the grants on which they are founded ; and to make them the origin of title, 
they must be of the land described in the grant of the Spanish government. The United States: y, 
Forbes, 15 Peters, 173. ; ; 

The courts of justice can only adjudge what had been granted; and declare that the lands granted 
by the lawful authorities of Spain, are separated from the public domain: but where the land is-ex- 
pressly granted at one place, they have no re by a decree, to grant an equivalent at another place, 
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Sectetary must the treasury. He shall be acquainted with the Spanish language ; and 
be acquainted before entering on a discharge of the duties of his office, shall take and 
Tweet ana subscribe an oath, before some authority competent to administer it, that 
take an oath, he will ‘edi andtruly and faithfully discharge the duties assigned him, 


and thereby sanction an abandonment of the grant made by the Spanish authorities. The courts of the 
United States have no authority to divest the title of the United States in the public lands, and vest it 
in claimants; however just the claim may be to an equal value for land, the_previous grant of which 
has failed. Ibid. 

The decree of the superior court of East Florida, by which a grant for fifty thousand acres of land, 
made by governor White, the Spanish governor of East Florida, dated July 29, 1802, was rejected, 
affirmed. Buyck v. The United States, 15 Peters, 215. 5 = . 

The land had been granted by governor White, on a petition from the grantee stating his intention to 
occupy and improve the same with Bengal negroes, and native citizens of the United States; and stat- 
ing that other grants of the same lands had been made, on condition of settlement, which conditions 
had not been performed, and such grants were therefore void. The petitioner promised to make the 

- settlement within an early period after the grant. The governor granted the land, referring to the peti- 
tion, also, with the condition that the grantee should not cede any part of the land, without the con- 
sent of the government. No endorsement or settlement was at any time made on the land by the grantce. 
Held, that the government of the United States were not bound under the Florida treaty, to confirm the 

rant. Ibid. 

j The description of the portion of the land asked for from the Spanish governor, ‘< lands at Musquito to 
fifty thousand acres, south and north of said place,” is not sufficiently definite : and from sucha descrip- 
tion no exception could be made from the public lands acquired by the United States under the Florida 
treaty. The regulations for granting lands in Florida by the Spanish authorities, required that grants 
should be made in a certain place: and there were no floating rights of survey out of the place desig- 
nated in the grant; unless when the land granted could not be got there in its exact quantity, and an 
equivalent was provided for. Ibid. 

The laws and ordinances of the government of Spain in relation to grants of land by the Spanish 
government, must be of universal application in the construction of grants. It is essential to the vali- 
dity of such grants, that the land granted shall be described so as to be capable of being distinguished 
from other things of the same kind, or capable of being ascertained by extraneous testimony. bid. 

The certificate of Don Tomas de Aguilar, secretary of the government and province, of the copy of 
the grant of the governor, stating the same “to be faithfully drawn from the original in the secretary.s 
office under h?! charge,” was legal evidence of the grant; and was properly admitted as such in sup- 
port of the same. The United States v. Delespine, 15 Peters, 226. 

A grant of ten thousand two hundred and forty acres of land by the Spanish governor of Florida, 
which recited among other things, that it was made under a royal order of the king of Spain, of 29th 
March, 1815, and which was not in conformity with the grant, but which was made in the exercise of 
other powers to grant lands which had been vested in the governor, was not made invalid by the recital 
of the royal order as the authority for the grant. The grant recited also, that it was made in considera- 
tion of military services, and was also in consideration of the surrender of another grant previously 
made, Which surrender had been accepted by the governor. These were sufficient inducements to the 
grant. id. 

A claim for land in East Florida, granted by governor White to Daniel O’Hara, rejected by the superior 
court of East Florida, and the decree of that court affirmed. O’Hara v. The United States, 15 Peters, 275, 

Governor White, on the petition of Daniel O'Hara, soliciting a grant of fifteen thousand acres, made a 
decree granting ‘the lends solicited,” “at the place indicated,” ‘tin conformity with the number of 
workers which he may have to cultivate them, the corresponding number of acres may be surveyed to 
him,”? 6 and that he will take possession of the said lands in six months from the date of said grant.” 
Held, that thisis a decree not granting fifteen thousand acres as asked for ; but so much of the place where 
itis. asked for as shall be surveyed in conformity with the number of workers the grantee may have to 
cultivate the land; the quantity could be determined by the regulation of the governor, made the month 
after the grant, and determining the quantity of land to be surveyed according to the number of per- 
sons in the family of the grantee, slaves included. That the grant was made before the date of the 
regulation, makes no difference. Ibid. 

. No-séttlement was made on the lands claimed under the grant. The building of a house on the land 
is but evidence of an intention to make a settlement, but was not a settlement; which required the re- 
moval of persons or workers to the land, and cultivating it. Ibid. 

No claim for the land can be sustained under a grant, or confirmation of a prior grant, made by a 
decree of governor Coppinger in 1819, as the same was substantially a violation of the treaty with Spain,’ 
which confirms only grants made‘before the 24th January, 1818. The prior grant to O'Hara having 
become void by the non-performance of the conditions annexed to it, the decree of governor Coppinger, 
in 1819, was an attempt to make a new grant. Ibid. 

If the grant were not void from the non-performance of the conditions of settlement annexed to 
it, the omission to have the land surveyed, and returned to the proper office, would make it void, 
unless the grantee had made a settlement; in which event, a survey would be presumed. The grant 
was made in the “ district of Nassau,” &c. This was an indefinite description of the land, as was held 
in Buyck v. The United States, decided at this term. Ibid. 

A concession of lands, by the council at St. Augustine, was not authorized by the laws of Spain, 
relative to the granting and confirming land titles. The United States v. Delespine, 15 Peters, 319. 

When a grant of land is indefinite as to its location, or so uncertain as to the place where the lands 
granted are intended to be surveyed, as to make it impossible to make a survey under the terms of the 
grant with certainty, the grant will not be confirmed. Ibid. 

The act of Congress of 26th May, 1830, requires that all claims to lands which have been presented to 
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and translate all papers that may be required of him by the commission- 
ers.” 

_ Sec. 3. And be it Surther enacted, That said commissioners pre- 
viously to entering on a discharge of the duties assigned them, shall, 


the commissioners, or to the register and receiver of È i z 
upon,” should be adjudicated and settled, as prescribed e anh ee thee Dii finally acted 
tation as to the ame in Which a claim should be presented. Ibid. ni 9 mar ny dreet limis 

When a petition for the confirmation of a claim to la: i i vaat 
and the court allowed an amended petition to be fled it a Coe ee igin Maene 
was not the commencement of the proceeding, but that the amendment allowed iy the ai Ratio count 
should be taken as the date when the claim was first preferred. Ibid. i y SPOT (Svart 

When certain testimonials of title under a Spanish grant had bee i i i 
the commissioners of the United States for the adjument of ene rh ern alert ie ane 
superior court in Middle Florida, without objection as to the mode and form of their proof; the Su prë > 
Court, on an appesi, will not eae With he question as to the sufficiency of the praof, or the authen. 
ticity of the act, relating to the title which had been admi ities in Flori i 
the the nalto; judpecot Fis ae tted by the authorities in Florida, which was 

Breward petitioned the governor of East Florida, intending to establish a saw-mill to saw timber in St 
John’s river, for a grant of five miles square of land, or its equivalent; ten thousand acres to be in the 
neighbourhood of the place designated, and the remaining six thousand acres in Cedar Swamp, on the 
west side of St. John’s river, and in Cabbage Hammock on the east side of the river. The governor 
granted the land asked for, on the condition that the mill should be built; and the condition was com- 
plied with, On the 27th of May, 1817, the surveyor general surveyed seven thousand acres under. the 
grant, including Little Cedar Creek, and bounded on three sides by Big Cedar Creek, including the mill 
This grant and survey were confirmed. The United States v. Breward, 16 Peters, 143. : 

Three thousand acres were laid off on the northern part of the river St. John’s, and east of the royal 
road, leading from the river to St. Mary’s, four or five miles from the first survey. This survey having 
been made at a place not within the grant, was void: but the court held that the grantee is tobe allowed 
to survey under the grant, three thousand acres adjoining the survey of seven thousand acres, if so 
much vacant land can be found ; and patents for the same shall issue for the land, if laid out in confor- 
mity with the decree of the court in this case. Ibid. 

In 1819, two thousand acres were surveyed in Cedar Swamp, west of the river St. John’s, at a. place 
known by the name of Sugartown. This survey was confirmed. Ibid. 

Four thousand acres, by survey, dated April, 1819, in Cabbage Hammock, were laid out by the sur- 
veyor general. This survey was confirmed. Ibid. 

By the eighth article of the Florida treaty, all grants of lands made before the 24th of January, 1824, 
by his Catholic majesty, were confirmed ; but all grants made since the tine when the first proposal 
by his majesty for the cession of the country was made, are declared and agreed by the treaty to be void. 
The survey of five thousand acres having been made at a different place from the land granted, would if 
confirmed be a new appropriation of so. much land, and void if it had been ordered by the governor of 
Florida; and of course it is void, having nothing to uphold it but the act of the surveyor general. 

id. 

In the superior court of East Florida, the counsel for the claimant offered to introduce testimony in 
regard to the survey of three thousand acres; and the counsel of the United States withdrew. his 
objection to the testimony. The admission of the evidence did not prove the survey to have been 
mado Proof oi is signature of the surveyor general to the return of survey made the survey prima 
acie evidence. id. f 

The proof of the signature of Aguilar to the certificate of a copy of the grant by the governor of 
East Florida, authorizes its admission in evidence; but this does not establish the validity of the ` con- 
cession. To test the validity of the survey, it was necessary to give it in evidence; but the survey did 
not give a good title to the land. Ibid. 

‘The United States have a right to disprove a survey made by the surveyor general, if the survey on 
the ground does not correspond to the land granted. Ibid. 

On a petition from Pedro Miranda, stating services performed by him for Spain, governor White, the 
governor of East Florida, on the 26th November, 1810, made a grant to him of eight leagues square, 
or three hundred and sixty-eight thousand six hundred and forty acres of land on the waters of Hillsbo- 
rough and Tampa Bay, in the eastern district of Florida. No survey was made under this grant while 
Florida remained a province of Spain, nor was any attempt made to occupy or survey the land, until 
after the cession of Florida to the United States. In 1821, it was alleged that a survey was made by a 
surveyor of East Florida. Held, that the grant was void; no land having been severed from the public 
domain previous to the 24th January, 1818, and because the calls of the grant are too indefinite for 
locality to be given to them. The United States v. Miranda, 16 Peters, 153. 

The settled doctrine of the Supreme Court, in respect to Florida grants, is, that grants embracing a 
wide extent of country, or with a large area of natural or artificial boundaries, and which granted 
lands were not surveyed before the 24th of January, 1818, and which are without such designation as 
will give a place of beginning for a survey, are not lands withdrawn from the maps. of vacant lands, 
ceded to the United States in Florida, and are void; as well on that account as for being so uncertain 
that locality cannot be given to them. Ibid. i ; 

On the 6th of April, 1816, a grant was made by the governor of Florida, of five miles square, or 
sixteen thousand acres of land, on condition that a mill should be built. The grant of six thousand 
acres was for land on Doctor’s branch, where the mill was intended to be erected. The ten thousand 
acres were granted on the north-east side on the lagoon and of India river. The six thousand acres were 
surveyed in 1819, on Doctor’s branch, and the mill was built. The survey under this grant was confirmed. 
The United States v. Low etal. 162. ; g ; 

According to the strict ideas of conforming a survey to a location, in the United States, the survey 
of ten thousand acres should be located adjoining the natural object called for, there being no other to 
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Commission- before the judge of the territorial court at Pensacola, or some other autho- 
ae pe an rity in his absence, competent to administer it, take an oath faithfully to dis- 
ye charge the duties of their offices, and shall commence and hold their ses- 
sions on or before the first Monday of July next, at Pensacola, and on the first 


a 
aid and control the general call; and therefore, the head of the lagoon would necessarily have formed 
one boundary. But it is obvious, more latitude was allowed in the province of Florida, under the 
government of Spain. The surveyor general having returned that the survey was made according to 
the grant, and in the absence of other contradictory proof, the claim was confirmed. Ibid. 

A grant of five miles square, or sixteen thousand acres of land, was made by the Spanish governor of 
East Florida, at the mouth of the river Santa Lucia. The petition for the grant stated various merits 
and losses of the petitioner, and asked the grant of five miles square, for the construction of a water 
saw-mill. The grant was given for the purpose mentioned, ‘and also paying attention to the services 
and other matters set forth in the petition.” No survey under the grant was made by the surveyor gen- 
eral of Florida; but a survey was made by a private surveyor. The survey did not follow the calls of 
the grant, and no proof was given that it was made at the place mentioned in the grant. The survey and 
plat were not made according to the established rules relative to surveys to be made by the surveyor 
general under such grants. Nor was the plat made with the proportion of land on the river required 
by the regulations. The superior court of Florida held that the grant having been made in considera- 
tion of services rendered by the grantee, as well as for a water saw-mill, it was valid without the 
erection of the mill; but the survey was altogether void, and of no effect. The decree of the superior 
court of Florida, by which the grant and survey were confirmed, was remanded to the superior court 
of Florida; that court to order the sixteen thousand acres granted, to be surveyed according to the 
principles stated in the opinion of the Supreme Court. Ithas often been held that the authorities of 
Spain had the power to grant the public domain in accordance with their own ideas of the merits and 
considerations presented by the grantee; and that the powers of the Supreme Court of the United States 
extend only to the inquiry, whether, in fact, the grant had been made, and its legal effect when made, 
in cases where the law by implication introduced a condition, or it was peculiar in its provisions. No 
special Srdinange of Spain introduces conditions into mill grants. The United States v. Hanson, 16 
Peters, 196. 

The certificate of a private surveyor, that he had permission from the governor of the territory to 
make a survey of the land granted, is no evidence of the fact. There is a marked and wide difference 
in the effect of the certificate of the surveyor general and of a private individual, who assumes to cer- 
tify without authority. Ibid. 

A grant by a Spanish governor of Florida meant not, as in the states of the United States, a perfect 
title ; but an incipient right, which, when surveyed, required confirmation by the governor. The duty 
of confirmation by the acts of Congress is deputed to the courts of justice of the United States, in 
execution of the treaty with Spain. Ibid. 

The same credence that was accorded to the return of the surveyor general by the Spanish govern- 
ment, is due to it by the courts of the United States. Plats and certificates, because of the official 
character of the surveyor general, have accorded to them the force and character of adeposition. Ibid. 

A grant of fifteen thousand acres by the Spanish governor of East Florida, in consideration of im- 
portant services performed in behalf of the government of Spain, to George Atkinson, confirmed by 
the Supreme Court. By the eighth article of the Florida treaty, no grants of land made after the 24t 
of January, 1818, were valid; nor could a survey be valid on lands other than those authorized by the 
grant. Still the power to survey in conformity to the concessions existed up to the change of flags. 
The United States v. Clarke, 16 Peters, 228. 

Spain had the power to make grants founded on any consideration and subject to any restrictions 
within her dominions. If a grant was binding on that government, it isso on the United States, the 
successor of Spain. All the grants.of land made by the lawful authorities of the king of Spain, be- 
fore the 24th of January, 1818, were by the treaty ratified and confirmed to the owners of the lands. 
Ibid. ; 

The grant. to Atkinson was for the land he mentioned in his petition, or for any other lands that were 
vacant, Three surveys were made of the lands within the quantity granted, not at the place specially 
mentioned in the grant, but at other places. Held, that these surveys were valid, notwithstanding that 
they were made at different places. did. 

A claim for eight thousand acres of land in East Florida, founded on a petition of Domingo Acosta to 
governor Coppinger, made on the 20th of May, 1816. The petition stated that services had been per- 
formed by the claimant for the defence, support and advancement of the town of Fernandina, which 
had never been rewarded. Governor Coppinger gave a decree in favour of the petitioner, ‘< it being the 
will of the sovereign that the merits of his subjects should be rewarded.?? The originals of the 
petition and decree were not produced, they having been lost; but a certificate signed by Don Thomas 
Aguilar, the secretary of the government, was exhibited, which stated that the copies of the petition 
and decree, which were given in evidence, had been faithfully drawn from the originals in his office. 
Four plats and certificates of survey, made by Clarke, surveyor of the province; two of which surveys 
were made before the 24th January, 1818, and one on the 14th February, 1818; another on the 20th 
January, 1820; were given in evidence without objection, in the court below, to show the location of 
the land claimed. The decree of the superior court of Florida, in favour of the claimant, was affirmed. 
The United States v. Acosta, 17 Peters, 16. 

The official certificates of the secretary of the government of Florida, during the dominion of Spain 
over the territory, after evidence that no originals could be found in the proper office, was sufficient 
evidence of the copies of the petition and decree of the governor; no proof having been given to con- 
tradict or impair the force of the same. Ibid. 

The governor of the territory of Florida, as the deputy of the king of Spain, was the sole judge of 
the merits on which'the claim stated in the petition was founded; and he had undoubted power to 
reward the merits of the grantee. This has been so decided in many cases. Ibid. 

Although in the governor’s decree, there may be no description of any place where the Jand granted 
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Monday of January thereafter, at St. Augustine, for the ascertaining and 
determining of all claims to land within said territories; notice of which 
shall be given, by said commissioners, in some newspaper printed at 
each place, or if there be no newspaper, at the most public placesin said 
cities, respectively, of the time at which their sessions will commence 
requiring all persons to bring forward their claims, with evidence ne- 
cessary to support them. The session at St. Augustine shall: terminate 
on the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, 
when said commissioners shall forward to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to be submitted to Congress, a detail of all they have done, and deliver 
over to the surveyor all the archives, documents, and papers, that may be 
in their possession. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every person, or the heirs or 
representatives of such persons, claiming title to lands under any 
patent, grant, concession, or order of survey, dated previous to the twenty- 
fourth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, which 
were valid under the Spanish government, or by the law of nations, and 
which are not rejected by the treaty ceding the territory of East and 
West Florida to the United States, shall file, before the commissioners, 


his, her, or their, claim, setting forth, particularly, its situation and boun- - 


daries, if to be ascertained, with the deraignment of title, where. they 


are not the grantees, or original claimants; which shall be recorded ` & 


by the secretary, and who, for his services, shall be entitled to demand 
from the claimants ten cents for each hundred words contained in said 
papers so recorded; he shall be also entitled to twenty-five cents foreach 
subpoena issued: Provided, That if the amount so received shall exceed 
one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, which is hereby declared the 
compensation for his services, the excess shall be reported to the cóm- 
missioners, and be subject to their disposition; and said commissioners 
shall proceed to examine and determine on the validity of said patents, 
grants, concessions, and orders of survey, agreeably to the Jaws and ordi- 
nances heretofore existing of thè governments making the grants, re- 
spectively, having due regard, in all Spanishclaims, to the conditions and 
stipulations contained in the eighth article of a treaty concluded at 
Washington, between his Catholic majesty, andthe United States,on the 
twenty-second of February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen ; 
but any claim not filed previous to the thirty-first day of May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-three, shall be deemed and held to be 


void and of none effect: Provided, nevertheless, and be it further enacted, 


That in all claims submitted to the decision of the commissioners, 
where the same land, or any part thereof, is claimed by titles emanating 
both from the British and Spanish governments, the commissioners shall 
not decide the same, but shall report all such cases, with an abstract of 
the evidence, to the Secretary of the Treasury. j 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners shall have 
power to inquire into the justice and validity of the claims filed with them ; 
and shall be, and are hereby, authorized to administer oaths, to compel 
the attendance of witnesses by subpoenas issued by the Secretary, and the 
adduction of such testimony as may be wanted; they shall have access 
to all papers and records of a public nature relative to any land titles 
within said provinces, and to make transcripts thereof. They shall ex- 
amine into claims arising under patents, grants, concessions, and orders 


717 


Time of the 
sessions of com- 
missioners, &c, 

Notice to be 
given of the 
time of the ses- 
sions, &c. 

Session at St. 
Augustine to 
terminate on 
June 30, 1823. 

Commission- 
ers to forward 


„a detail of their 


proceedings, 
&e. 

Persons, &c. 
claiming title to 
lands under any 
patent, &c. da- 
ted previously 
to Jan. 24, : 
1818, valid, &c. 
and not reject- 
ed by the treaty 
ceding the Flo- 
ridas, to file 
their claims, 


Co 
Claims to be 
recorded, ; 
Fees. 


Proviso. 


Claims not 
filed prior to. 
May 31, 1823, 
void,” 


Proviso. 


Powers of the 
commissioners. 


A, 
should be located, still it is binding as far as it went. The surveyor general having been ordered:to. survey 
the land solicited, on places vacant, and without injury: to third. persons, the acts of this officer came 


in aid of the decree. did. 


The surveyor general having executed the governor’s decree before the flags. of the i a. 
and Spain were exchanged, all the surveys became valid. That there were several surveys, is no objec- 


tion to their validity. Jbéd. 
The plats of the surveys 
ized the decree. Ibid. 


having been read in the court below, without: objection, the proofs authors 
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Proviso. 


Proviso ; as 
to claims to be 
confirmed. 


Fees to wit- 
nesses, &c, 

Commission- 
ers not to act 
on, &c. any 
British grant, 
&c., but those 
claimed and 
owned by citi- 
zens of the 
United States, 
&e, 

The Presi- 
dent and Sen- 
ate to appoint a 
surveyor, &c. 

Surveyor’s 
duties. 


Surveys at 
the expense of 
the claimants, 
&c, 

Surveyor to 
appoint depu- 
ties. 


None other 
than township 
lines to be run; 
and surveyor to 
reside, &c. as 
the President 
may direct. 

Surveyor’s 
fees for record- 
ing, &c. 


Jan. 11, 1822. 


The Presi- 
dent requested 
to cause each 
member and 
delegate. of the 
present Con- 
gress, not enti- 
tled under reso- 
lution of March 
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of survey, where the survey has been actually made previous to the twenty- 
fourth January, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, whether they 
are founded upon conditions, and how far those conditions have been 
complied with: and if derived from the British government, how far they 
have been considered valid under the Spanish government; and if satis- 
fied that said claims be correct and valid,shall give confirmation to them: 
Provided, ‘That such confirmation shall only operate as a release of any 
interest which the United States may have, and shall not be considered 
as affecting the rights of third persons: And provided, That they shall not 
have power to confirm any claim or part thereof where the amount claimed 
is undefined in quantity, or shall exceed one thousand acres; but in all 
such cases shall report the testimony, with their opinions, to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to be laid before Congress for their determination.— 
Every witness attending under any process from the commissioners, shall 
be allowed one dollar a day, and one dollar for every twenty miles travel ; 
to be paid by the party summoning him: Provided, nevertheless, That the 
commissioners shall not act on, or take into consideration, any British 
grant, patent, warrant, or order of survey, but those which are bona fide 
claimed and owned by citizens of the United States, and which have 
never been compensated for by the British government. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed by 
the President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, a surveyor, who shall possess the power and authority, and 
receive the same salary, as by law appertains to the surveyor south of the 
State of Tennessee ; but his duties shall not commence until the com- 
missioners shall have examined and decided upon the claims in West 
Florida, who shall thereupon furnish the surveyor with a list of those 
admitted, and he shall thereupon proceed to survey the country, taking 
care to have surveyed, and marked, and laid down, upon a general plan, 
to be kept in his office, the metes and bounds of the claims so admitted ; 
causing the same to be surveyed at the expense of the claimants, the price 
whereof shall be the same as is paid for surveying the public lands; but 
no surveyor shall charge for any line except such as may be actually run, 
nor for any line not necessary to be run. He shall appoint a suitable 
number of deputies, and shall fix and determine their fees: Provided, 
That the whole cost of surveying shall not exceed four dollars a mile: 
And provided also, That none other than township lines shall be run where 
the land is deemed unfit for cultivation: Said surveyor shall reside atsuch 
place as the President of the United States may direct, and shall keep 
his office there, and may charge the following fees, to wit: for recording 
the plat and surveys of private claims made by any of his deputies, twenty- 
five cents for each mile contained in the boundary of such survey, and 
twenty-five cents for any copy certified from the books of his office. 

Appnoven, May 8, 1822. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


I. Resouurion providing for the distribution of the secret journal and foreign 
correspondence of the old Congress, and of the journal of the convention which 
formed the constitution of the United States. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be requested to cause to be furnished to each member of 
the present Congress, and the delegates from territories, who may not be 
entitled to the same under the resolution of Congress, of the twenty- 
seventh of March, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, the Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States, the executive of each state 
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and territory, the attorney general, and judges of the courts of the United 
States, and the colleges and universities in the United States, each one 
copy; for the use of each of the departments, viz : State, Treasury, War, 
and Navy, two copies each; for the use of the Senate, five copies; for 
the use of the House of Representatives, ten copies; and for the library 
of Congress, ten copies, of the secret journals, and of the foreign corres- 
pondence, ordered to be printed by the several resolutions of Congress, 
passed on the twenty-seventh of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen, and of April twenty-first, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty: Also to each member of the present Congress, who has not re- 
ceived the same, one copy of the journal of the convention which formed 
the Constitution of the United States. And that the remaining copies be 
preserved in the library, subject to the future disposition of Congress. 

ApproveD, January 11, 1822. 


Il. Resorurion providing for the distribution of the marshals’ returns of the 
Sourth census. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State be instruct- 
ed to furnish to each member of the present Congress, and the delegates 
from territories, the President and Vice President of the United States, 
the executive of each state and territory, the attorney general, and judges 
of the courts of the United States, and the colleges and universities in 
the United States, each one copy; for the use of the departments, viz : 
State, Treasury, War, and Navy, five copies each; for the use of the 
Senate, five copies; and for the use of the Housé of Representatives, ten 
copies, of the marshals’ returns of the fourth census; and that the residue 
of the copies of the said returns be deposited in the library of Congress. 

Approven, February 4, 1822. 


Ill. Resotwtion directing the classification and printing of the accounts of the 
several manufacturing establishments and their manufactures, collected in 
obedience to the tenth section of the act to provide for taking the fourth census. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State 

be directed to cause to be classified and reduced to such form as he may 

deem most conducive to the diffusion of information, the accounts of the 
several manufacturing establishments, and their manufactures, taken in 
pursuance of the tenth section of the act, entitled “ An act to provide for 
taking the fourth census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 

States, and for other purposes,” approved the fourteenth of March, one 

thousand eight hundred and twenty, and that he cause fifteen hundred 

copies of the digest, so to be made, to be printed, subject to the disposi- 
tion of Congress. 
Approvep, March 39, 1822. 


IV. Resoxvrion providing for the security in the transmission of letters, c.s 
én the public mails. 

Resolved by the Senate and House. of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, ‘That it shall be the duty of 
the Postmaster General to introduce, as soon as conveniently may be, on 
one or more of the most exposed routes, Richard Imlay’s plan of copper 
cases, secured in iron chests, with inside locks and sliding bars in such 
a way as to test its efficacy in preventing robberies of the mail: Provided, 
The extra expense for each mail carriage shall not exceed one hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

Approve, April 26, 1822. 
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27, 1818, the 
Vice President, 
executive of 
each state and 
territory, &c., 
to be furnished 
with copies of 
the secret jour- 
nals, &c. 


A copy of the 
journal of the 
convention, &c. 
to each member 
of the present 
Congress, &c. 


Feb. 4, 1822. 


The Secretary 
of State to fur- 
nish each mem- 
ber and dele- 
gate of the pre- 
sent Congress, 
&c., with copies 
of the marshals’ 
returns..of the 
fourth census, 


&e, 


March 30, 1822. 


The Secretary 
of State to 
cause to be 
classified and re- 
duced to form, 
&c., the ac- 
counts. of manu- 
facturing estab- 
lishments and 
their manufac- 
tures, &e... - 

Act.of March 
14, 1820, ch. 24. 


April 26, 1822. 


The Postmas- 
ter General. to 
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of copper cases, 
&c., to test, &c. 


Proviso. 


Dec. 20, 1822, 


President au- 
thorized to pur- 
chase or con- 
struct vessels, 
to fit, equip, and 
man them for 
immediate ser- 
vice, for repres- 
sing piracy, &c. 

Act of March 
3, 1825, ch. 101, 
BEC. 2, 


Appropriation 
for such ex- 
penditure. 


Srarure IT. 
Jan. 14, 1823. 


[Obsolete] 


From the 3d 
day of. March 
next, the state 
of Alabama to 
have threa 
members: in the 
House of Rep- 
resentatives, 
agreeably to the 
act of March 7, 
1822; ch. 10. 


ACTS OF THE SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 


OF THE 


UNITED STATES, 


Passed at the second session, which was begun and held at the City of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday the second day 
of December, 1822, and ended on the third day of March, 1823. 


James Monro, President; Danrex D. Tompxins, Vice President of the 
United States, and’ President of the Senate; Jonn Gar.uarp, Presi- 
dent of the Senate pro tempore; Pxiuir P. Barsour, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 


STATUTE II. 


Cuar. I.—An Act authorizing an additional naval force for the suppression of 
piracy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to purchase or construct a 
sufficient number of vessels, in addition to those now employed, of such 
burthen and construction as he may deem necessary, and to fit, equip, and 
man the same for immediate service, for the purpose of repressing piracy, 
and of affording effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of 
the United States in the Gulf of Mexico, and the seas and territories 
adjacent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of one hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars be appropriated to meet the expenditure to be in- 
curred as aforesaid, and paid out of any money in the treasury, not other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approvep, December 20, 1822. 


Cuar. I1.—An Act concerning the apportionment of representatives in the slate 
of Alabama. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, the 
state, of Alabama shall have three members in the House of Representa- 
tives, in the Congress of the United States, it appearing, from the returns 
of the marshal of Alabama, deposited in the office of the Secretary of 
state of the United States, that the said state of Alabama at the passage 
of the act, entitled “An act for the apportionment of representatives 
among the several states, according to the fourth census,” approved March 
seven, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, was entitled to the 
number of three representatives, according to the population of the said 
state, and the ratio established by the said act. 

Approven, January 14, 1823. 


Bw a E E E N E A S 
(a) By the act af March 2, 1819, ch. 47, Alabama was authorized to form a state government for admis- 
gion into the Union. -By resolution of December 11, 1819, Alabama was admitted into the Union. 
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Cuar. II.—in Act making a partial appropriation for. the support 
ment for the year one thousand eight hundred and pita ae 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, 'That the sum of twohundred 
and sixty-five thousand one hundred and forty dollars be, and the same 
hereby is, appropriated, for the compensation granted by law to the Senate 
and House of Representatives: and that the same be paid out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

ApproveD, January 14, 1823. 


Cuar. V.—An Act to continue the present mode of supplying the arm the 
United States. ee re 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the seventh, eighth, ninth 
and tenth sections of the act, entitled “An act regulating the staff of 
the army,” passed April fourteenth, eighteen hundred and eighteen, be, 
and the same are hereby, continued in force for the term of five. years, 
and until the end of the next session of Congress thereafter. 

Approven, January 23, 1823. 


Cuar. VI.—An Act to enable the proprietors of lands held by titles derived from the 
United States to obtain copies of papers from the proper department, and to declare 
the effect of such copies. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever any person 
claiming to be interested in, or entitled to land, under any grant or patent 
from the United States, shall apply to the Treasury Department for copies 
of papers filed and remaining therein, in any wise affecting the title to 
such land, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause 
such copies to be made out and authenticated, under his hand and seal, 
for the person so applying, and such copies, so authenticated, shall be 
evidence equally as the original papers. 

Approven, January 23, 1823. 


Cuar. VIl.—An Act in addition to ** An act to continue in force ‘An act to protect 
the commerce of the United States, and punish the crime of piracy,’ and, also, 
to make further provision for punishing the erime of piracy.” (a) : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the first, second, third, 
and fourth sections of an act, entitled “ An act to protect the commerce 
of the United States, and punish the crime of piracy,” passed on the 
third day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen, be, and the same are hereby, continued in force, in all 
respects, as fully as if the said sections had been enacted without limita- 
tion, in the said act, or in the act to which this is an addition, and which 
was passed on the fifteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty. 

Approven, January 30, 1823. 


(a) See notes to the act of March 3, 1819, ch. 97. 
3P 
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Jan. 14,1823, 


[Obsolete.] 

Appropriation 
forthe compen- 
sation of the 
Senate and 
House of Re- 
presentatives. 


Srarure II. 


Jan. 23, 1823. 


The 7th, 8th, 
9th and 10th 
sections ofact of 
April 14, 1818, 
ch. 6], contin- 
ued in force for 
five years, and 
to the end of 
the next session 
of Congress. 


Srature II, 


Jan. 23, 1823. 


The Secretary 
of the Treasury 
to cause au- 
thentic copies 
of papers filed, 
&c., to be made 
&c., and these 
copies to be 
equal evidence 
as the original 
papers. 


Srarute II. 


Jan. 30; 1823. 


ActofMay 15; 
1820, ch. 113. 

The ist, 2d, 
3d, and 4th 
sections of act 
of March-3, 
1819, ch. 77, 
made perpe- 
tual. 
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Srarvre IT. 
Jan. 30, 1823. 


{Obsolete.] 
_ An additional 
judge to be ap- 
pointed for. the 
territory of Mi- 
chigan, within 
the counties of 
Michilimacki- 
nac, Brown and 
Crawford, hav- 
ing the power 
of the supreme 
court of the 
territory, and of 
the county 
courts. 

Appeals al- 
lowed from the 
county courts to 
this court. 

Proviso. 


Proviso. 


The supreme 
court of the ter- 
ritory. authoriz- 
ed, upon the re- 
versal of a 
judgment of 
this court, &c. 


A writ of error 
shall be no stay 
of proceedings 
in the court to 
which it issues, 
unless the plain- 
tiff in error, his 
agent, or attor- 
ney, give secu- 
rity that the 
plaintiff in error 
shall prosecute 
his writ to ef 
fect. 

No cause, ex- 
cept suits in 
equity, to be re- 
moved from 
this court, but 
by writ of error. 
Suits-in equity 
may be remoy- 
ed by appeal. 

This court to 
hold one term 
in each of the 
counties yearly. 

The clerks 
of the county 
court to be 
clerks of the 
court in their 
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Cuar. VILL—An Act to provide for the appointment of an additional judge for 
the Michigan territory, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That there shall be appointed 
an additional judge for the Michigan territory, who shall possess and 
exercise, within the counties of Michilimackinac, Brown, and Crawford, 
in the territory aforesaid, as said counties are now defined and established, 
or may be hereafter defined and established, the jurisdiction and power 
heretofore possessed and exercised by the supreme court of the said terri- 
tory, and by the county courts of said counties respectively, within the 
said counties, and to the exclusion of the original jurisdiction of the said 
supreme court: and the jurisdiction of the said court, hereby established, 
shall be concurrent with the said county courts; but in all suits, either 
at law or in equity, appeals shall be allowed from the. decisions of the 
said county courts to the court established by this act, in the same man- 
ner as is provided for appeals from said courts to the supreme court of 
said territory; Provided, always, That the said supreme court shall 
have full power and authority to issue writs of error to the court estab- 
lished by this act, in all civil causes, and to hear and determine the same 
when sitting as a supreme court of the territory, according to the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, and to the statutes adopted and 
published by the governor and judges of said territory: And provided, 
also, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to give cogni- 
sance to the court hereby established, of cases of admiralty and maritime 
jurisdiction, nor of cases wherein the United States shall be plaintiffs, 
except as hereinafier mentioned. 

Sec. 2, And it be further enacted, That the said supreme court are 
hereby authorized, upon the reversal of a judgment of the court estab- 
lished by this act, to render such judgment as the said court ought to 
have rendered or passed, except where the reversal is in favour of the 
plaintiff in the original suit, and the debt or damages to be assessed are 
uncertain: in which case the cause shall be remanded to the county 
from whence it came, in order to a final determination. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, when any person, not being 
an executor or administrator, applies for a writ of error, such writ shall 
be no stay of proceedings in the court to which it issues, unless the 
plaintiff in error, his agent or attorney, shall give security, to be approved 
of by a judge of the said supreme court, which shall be certified on the 
back of such writ, that the plaintiff in error shall prosecute his writ to 
effect, and pay the condemnation money, and all costs, or otherwise abide 
the judgment of the court, if he fail to make his plea good; and no cause, 
except suits in equity, shall be removed to said supreme court from the 
court hereby established, but by writ of error, as herein before provided; 
and suits in equity may be removed by appeal, in the same manner as is 
provided for appeals from the county courts to the supreme court. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the court established by this act 
shall. hold one term in each of the counties aforesaid, yearly, at the follow- 
ing times and places, to wit: at Prairie du Chien, on the second Monday 
in May; at Green Bay, on the second Monday in June; and at Mackinac, 
on the third Monday in July, in each and every year; and shall then and 
there proceed to hear and determine the pleas, process, and proceedings, 
depending therein, in the same manner as the said supreme or county 
courts might, or could have done, in case this act had not been passed ; 
and the clerks of the said county courts shall be clerks of the court 
hereby established in their respective counties, and shall be entitled to 
such fees for their services as may be allowed them by law; and the 
officers appointed to execute the process of the said county courts within 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cs.9. 1823. 
the said counties, are hereby authorized and required to execute the pro- 
cess of the court hereby established. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said court, hereby estab- 
lished, shall have and possess concurrent jurisdiction with the said su- 
preme court, in and over all actions arising under the acts and laws in 
force, or which may be enacted, for the regulating trade and intercourse 
with the Indians, and over all crimes and offences which shall be commit- 
ted within that part of the Indian country lying north and west of Lake 
Michigan, within the territory of Michigan. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the judge to be appointed by 
virtue of this act, shall reside in one of the counties aforesaid, and shali 
receive the same salary, and payable in the same manner, as is pro- 
vided and established by law for the judges of the said supreme court of 
the Michigan territory. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect and 
be in force, from and after the twentieth day of March next. 

ApproveD, January 39, 1823. 


Cuar., IX.—An Act concerning the disbursement of public money. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the passing 
of this act, no advance of public money shall be made in any case 
whatever ; but in all cases of contracts for the performance of any service, 
or the delivery of articles of any description, for the use of the United 
States, payment shall not exeed [exceed] the value of the service render- 
ed, or of the articles delivered. previously to such payment: Provided, 
That it shall be lawful, under the especial direction of the President of 
the United States, to make such advances to the disbursing officers of 
the government as may be necessary to the faithful and prompt discharge 
of their respective duties, and to the fulfilment of the public engagements : 
And provided also, That the President of the United States may direct 
such advances as he may deem necessary and proper, to such persons in 
the military and naval service as may be employed on distant stations, 
where the discharge of the pay and emoluments to which they may be 
entitled, cannot be regularly effected. l 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every officer or agent of the 
United States, who shall receive public money which he is not authorized 
to retain, as salary, pay, or emolument, shall render his accounts quarter 
yearly to the proper accounting officers of the treasury, with the vouchers 
necessary to the correct and prompt settlement thereof, within three 
months, at least, after the expiration of each successive quarter, if resi- 
dent within the United States; and within six months if resident in a 
foreign country: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to restrain the secretaries of any of the departments from requiring 
such returns from any officer or agent, subject to the control of such 
secretaries, as the public interest may require. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every officer or agent of the 
United States, who shall offend against the provisions of the preceding 
sections, shall, by the officer charged with the direction of the depart- 
ment to which such offending officer is responsible, be promptly reported 
to the President of the United States, and dismissed from the public ser- 
vice: Provided, That in all cases, where any officer, in default as afore- 
said, shall account to the satisfaction of the President for such default, he 
may be continued in office, any thing in the foregoing provision to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no security given to, or ob- 
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SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cs. 10. 1823. 
ligation entered into, with the government, shall be in any wise impaired, 
by the dismissing any officer, or from failure of the President to dismiss 
any officer coming under the provisions of this act. 

Approven, January 31, 1823. 


Cuar. X.—An Act to revive and continue in force certain acts for the 
adjustment of land claims in the territory of Michigan. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act, entitled “An act 
to revive the powers of the commissioners for ascertaining and deciding 
on claims to land in the district of Detroit, and for settling the claims to 
land at Green Bay and Prairie du Chien, in the territory of Michigan,” 
approved May the eleventh, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, 
shall be, and the same is hereby, revived, and shall continue in force un- 
til the first day of November next; and it shall be the duty of the said 
commissioners, as soon thereafter as may be, to forward their report, as 
is required by the second section of said act, to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to be by him laid before Congress at its next session. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the second section of the 
act, entitled “An act to authorize the granting of patents for land, 
according to the surveys that have been made, and to grant donation 
rights to certain claimants of land in the district of Detroit, and for 
other purposes,” approved April twenty-third, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twelve, shall be so construed as to embrace all persons who 
have claims confirmed below Milk river point, at the lower end of Lake 
St. Clair. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That patents shall, and they are 
hereby directed to, be issued, in the mode pointed out by law in other 
cases, to persons whose claims to lands, town or village lots, have been 
regularly filed with the commissioners appointed by an act, entitled “An 
act to revive the powers of the commissioners for ascertaining and de- 
ciding on claims to land in the district of Detroit, and for settling the 


(a) Acts relating to public lands in Michigan : 


An act making provision for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana territory, and for other 
purposes, March 26, 1804, ch. 35. 

An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘* An act making provision for the disposal of the public 
lands in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes,” March 3, 1805, ch. 43, 

An act to provide for the adjustment of titles to land in the town of Detroit and territory of Michi- 
gan, and for'other purposes,” April 21, 1806, ch. 43. 

An act relating to grants of land in the territory of Michigan, March 3, 1807, ch. 34. 

soe, acr supplemental to ‘< An act regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michigan,” April 23, 
1808, ch. 67. 

An act to authorize the granting of patents for land according to surveys that’ have been made, and 
to grant donation rigna to certain claimants of land in the district of Detroit, and for other purposes, 
April 23, 1812, ch. 62. 

a ee cee further time for entcring donation rights to lands in the district of Detroit, March 3, 
1817, ch. 99. 

An act to revive the powers of the commissioners for ascertaining and deciding claims to land in 
the district of Detroit, and for settling the claims to land at Green Bay and Prairie du Chien, in the 
territory of Michigan, May 11, 1820, ch. 85. 

Anact to annexcertainlands within the territory of Michigan to the district of Detroit, May 11, 1820, ch. 94. 

An act to revive and continue in force certain acts for the adjustment ‘of land claims in the territory 
of Michigan, February 21, 1823, ch. 10. 

tre act to alter the lines between the land districts in the territory of Michigan, May 16, 1826, 
ch. 56. 

An act to confirm claims to land in the territory of Michigan, April 17, 1828, ch. 25. 

ae at P establish a land office in the territory of Michigan, and for other purposes, February 19, 
1 ch. 27. 

An act to change the boundary between the south-eastern and western land district in the territory of 
Michigan, June 25, 1834, ch. 72. ` 

An act to divide Green Bay land district in Michigan, and for other purposes, June 15, 1836, ch. 98. 

An act to establish a land office in the territory of Michigan, January 30, 1833, ch. 12. 

An act supplementary to ** An act: to provide for the adjustment of the titles to land in the town of 
Detroit, and territory of Michigan, and for other purposes,” passed April 21, 1806. August 29, 1842, 
ch, 260, 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Ca. 10. 1823. 


claims to Pod at Green Bay and Prairie du Chien, in the territory of. 
Michigan,” passed on the eleventh day of May, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty, and whose claims are contained in the report transmitted 
tothe Secretary of the Treasury, and which have been reported favourably 
on by said commissioners: and such persons are hereby confirmed in 
their claims, agreeably to any surveys heretofore. made, or the lines and 
boundaries established by the claimants respectively: Provided, That 
such confirmations shall only amount to a relinquishment forever, on the 
part of the United States, and that not more than six hundred and forty 
acres shall be confirmed by virtue of any one claim; nor shall more be 
confirmed, in any case, than the quantity claimed; nor shall any claim 
extend in width more than forty, nor in depth more than eighty, arpents; 
nor toland heretofore, and now, reserved by the United States for public 
uses. 

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, That wherever it shall appear 
to the said commissioners that any claimant to land,or a town or vil- 
lage lot, at Green Bay or Prairie du Chien, cannot establish his, her, 
or their, claim to the same, in consequence of his, her, or their, re- 
moval therefrom by any officer of the United States’ army, it shall 
be the duty of the said commissioners to issue a certificate to such 
person or persons, for any tract of land, or village lot, which may have 
been occupied by him, her, or them, after such removal, not exceed- 
ing, in quantity, that originally claimed; on which certificates patents 
shall issue, as in other cases; which claims shall be, in all other re- 
spects, subject to the restrictions and provisions of the third section of 
this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every person who, on the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, was a resi- 
dent of Green Bay, Prairie du Chien, or within the county of Michi- 
limackinaw, and who, on the said day, occupied and cultivated, or oc- 
cupied a tract of land which had previously been cultivated by said 
occupant, lying within either of said settlements, and who has con- 
tinued to submit to the authority of the United States, or to the legal 
representatives of every such person, shall be confirmed in the tract so 
occupied and cultivated; and the said commissioners, in the adjudicat- 
ing on claims to land embraced by this act, are authorized to take into 
their consideration the evidence and facts collected and reported to them 
by the agents of the United States, pursuant to the provisions of the act 
of the eleventh of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, as well 
as such other and further evidence and testimony as may or shall be ex- 
hibited before them by the claimants, to support their claims: And the 
register of the land office at Detroit is authorized and required to re- 
ceive and record all notices and claims to lands provided for by this act, 
and which shall be exhibited to him on or before the first day of October 
next: Provided, however, That no person shall be confirmed in a greater 
quantity than six hundred and forty acres; nor shall any tract; So con- 
firmed, exceed eighty arpents from front to rear. And it shall | be the 
duty of the surveyor general of the United States, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause the land confirmed by this 
act to be surveyed, at the expense of the claimants, respectively ; plats 
of which shall be returned, as in other cases, 
be granted to the several claimants in the manner prescribed by law. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow to the former agent, 
and to each of the persons whose duty it is made to carry this law into 
effect, such sum, in addition to the sum allowed by the first recited: act, 
as he may deem just and reasonable. 

Approven, February 21, 1823. 

3r 2 


and patents therefor shall 


725 


Proviso, 


Claimants 
have been re- 
moved by any 
officer of the 
United States? 
army, to have 
certificates for 
any tract of 
land, &c. which 
they have occu- 
pied after such. 
removal. 


Occupants of 
land in Green 
bay, Prairie du 
Chien, or 
Michilimacki- 
naw, on July 
1, 1812, who 
have continued 
to. submit to 
the authority of 
the United 
States, or their 
legal represen- 
tatives, to be 
confirmed in 
said: land. 


Act of May 
11, 1820, 'ch. 85. 


Proviso. 


An additional 
sum to be allow- 
ed to persons 
carrying this 
law into effect, 


726 


STATUTE H. 
Feb. 21, 1825. 


State of 
South Carolina 
divided into two 
districts, the 
eastern and 
western. 


Eastern dis- 
trict court to be 
held in Charles- 
ton, as usual. 


Western dis- 
trict court to 
have one annual 
session at Lau- 
rens Coart- 
house. 


Srarure If, 


Feb. 21, 1823. 


[Expired.} 

Charter of 
Mechanics? 
Bank of Alex- 
andria extend- 
ed to March 3, 
1836. 


March 2, 
1821, ch. 18. 


Stockholders 
disagreeing 
from renewal, 
may compel the 
bank to refund 
their stock. 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. II Cu. 11,14. 1828. 


Cuar, XI.—A4n Act to divide the state of South Carolina into two judicial 
districts. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in. Congress assembled, That the state of South Ca- 
rolina, be, and the same is hereby divided into two districts, in Iman- 
ner following, that is to say: the districts of Lancaster, Chester, York, 
Union, Spartanburg, Greenville, Pendleton, Abbeville, Edgefield, New- 
berry, Laurens, and Fairfield, shall compose one district, to be called the 
western district ; and the residue of the state shall form one other dis- 
trict, to be called the eastern district. And the terms of the said district 
court, for the eastern district, shall be heldin Charleston, at such times as 
they are now by law directed to be holden. And for the trial of all such 
criminal and civil causes, as are by law cognisable in the district courts 
of the United States which may hereafter arise or be prosecuted, or sued, 
within the said western district, there shall be one annual session of the 
said district court holden at Laurens Courthouse, to begin on the second 
Monday in May in each year; to be holden by the district judge of the 
United States of the state of South Carolina; and he is hereby authorized 
and directed to hold such other special sessions as may be necessary for 
the despatch of the causes in the said court, at such time or times as he 
may deem expedient, and may adjourn such special sessions to any other 
time previous to a stated session. 

Approven, February 21, 1823. 


Cuar. XIV.—An Act to extend the charter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, 
in the District of Columbia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act incorporating 
the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, be, and 
the same is hereby, extended and limited to the third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, under and subject to all limitations, 
modifications, and conditions, as are enacted and applied to the other in- 
corporated banks of the District of Columbia, by an act, entitled “An 
act to extend the charters of certain banks in the District of Columbia,” 
which passed the second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-one. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, if any stockholder or stock- 
holders, in said bank, who have not assented to the renewal of the said 
charter, shall, within two months from the passing of this act, file his or 
their declaration, in writing, in the said bank, declaring himself or them- 
selves dissatisfied with said renewal, and his or their determination to 
withdraw his or their interest from the same; and if the said bank cannot 
agree with such stockholder or stockholders, on the amount of such in- 
terest, and shall not forthwith pay the same, then it shall be lawful for 
the circuit court of the District of Columbia, at Alexandria, on the petition 
in writing of such stockholder or stockholders, to appoint three commis- 
sioners, whose duty it shall be to ascertain the value of the interest of 
such stockholder or stockholders, in said bank, for which purpose such 
commissioners shall, under the direction of said court, have access to the 
books, papers, and accounts, of said bank, and on the report of said com- 
missioners, and such other evidence as may be laid before the said court, 
the said court shall proceed to ascertain the value of the interest of such 
stockholder or stockholders in said bank and shall adjudge and decree 
the value so ascertained, to be paid to him or them by the said bank, 


(a) An act for altering the times of holding the circuit and district court in the state of South Caro- 
lina, May 25, 1824, ch. 145. 
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and shall have power to enforce such judgment or decree, by execution, 
attachment, or other legal process. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act be, and the same is 
hereby declared to be, a public act, and that so much and such parts of 
the act incorporating the said Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, as may 
be repugnant to this act, be, and the same is hereby, repealed and an- 
nulled. 

Approven, February 21, 1823. 


Cuar. XV.—An Act supplementary to the several acts for the adjustment of lund 
claims in the state of Louisiana.(a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the claims for lands 
within the eastern district of the state of Louisiana, described by the re- 
gister of the land office of the said district, in his report to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, bearing date the sixth of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-one, be, and the same are hereby, confirmed, against 
any claim on the part of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the claims for lands within 
the district north of Red river, in the state of Louisiana, described by the 
register of the land office of the said district, in.his report to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, bearing date the first January, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-one, and included in the first, second, and third, 
classes of claims, be, and the same are hereby, confirmed against any 
claim on the part of the United States, with the exception of the claims 
numbered forty and fifty-one in the first class, and of the claims num- 
bered forty-four, forty-five, forty-six, forty-seven, and forty-eight, in the 
said first class, (which are included in the claim of Baron Bastrop.) 

Approven, February 28, 1823. 


—_—— 


Cuar. XVI.—An Act for laying out and making a road, from the lower rapids 
of the Miami of Lake Erte to the western boundary of the Connecticut western 
reserve, in the state of Ohio, agreeable to the provisions of the treaty of Browns- 
town. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the state of Ohio is 
hereby authorized to lay out, open, and construct, a road, from the lower 
rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, to the western boundary of the Con- 
necticut western reserve, in such manner as the legislature of said state 
may by law provide, with the approbation of the President of the United 
States; which road, when constructed, shall forever remain a public 
highway. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in order to enable the state 
of Ohio to open and construct said road, a tract of land, one hundred and 
twenty feet wide, whereon to locate the same, together with a quantity 
of land equal to one mile on each side thereof, and adjoining thereto, to 
be bounded by sectional lines as run by the United States, to defray the 
expenses of making the said road, is hereby granted to said state ; to 
commence at the Miami rapids, and terminate at the western boundary 
of the Connecticut western reserve, with full power and authority to sell 
and convey the same, and apply the proceeds to the making of said road: 
and in case the said tract of land shall sell for a greater sum than shall be 
sufficient to complete such road, then the residue thereof shall remain 


(a) See notes to act of May 11, 1820, ch. 87. 
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with the state of Ohio, as a fund for the purpose of keeping said road 
in repair: Provided, That said road shall be made within the term of 
four years from the passage of this act: And provided, None of the land 
hereby appropriated for making said road shall be sold for a less price 
than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in case any of the lands, 
through which it may be thought expedient to open said road, may have 
been previously sold by the United States, the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby directed to pay such officer as the state of Ohio may appoint for 
that purpose, the net proceeds of the sales of the quantity thus sold at a 
minimum price. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the governor of 
the state of Ohio shall have laid before the President of the United States 
a survey of the location of said road, accompanied by an act of said state 
accepting said trust, and providing for making said road within the time 
above limited, and the President shall have approved the same, then the 
right of the state to said tract of land shall be considered ascomplete for the 
purposes aforesaid; and the President shall direct; that, until the first day 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, none of the pub- 
lic lands shall be sold within three miles on each side of a line, to be 
drawn direct from the foot of the rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to the 
lower rapids of Sandusky, thence to the western boundary of the Con- 
necticut western reserve; Provided, That nothing in this act contained, 
shall ever hereafter be construed to imply any obligation upon the United 
States to grant additional lands, or further aids of any sort, towards the 
opening, making, or keeping in repair, of the road aforesaid. 

Approyven, February 28, 1823. 


Cuar. XVIL—An Act appropriating moneys for the purpose of repairing the 
public road from Cumberland to Wheeling. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars, of moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated for the purpose of repairing and 
improving the public road from Cumberland to Wheeling, under the 
direction of the President of the United States. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the faithful and speedy 
accomplishment of this object, the President, with the advice of the 
Senate, shall appoint some fit person as superintendent of the said road, 
whose duty it shall be, with all practicable despatch, to contract for, and 
personally superintend, the execution of the repairs and improvements 
which shall be deemed necessary on the said road, as well as to receive, 
disburse, and faithfully account with the treasury, for the sums of money 
which may be received by him in virtue of this act. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent, so to be 
appointed, shall, before he enters upon the discharge of the duties en- 
joined by this act, execute [a] bond to the United States, with security, to 
be approved of by the Secretary of the Treasury, conditioned for the 
faithfal discharge of his duties, enjomed by this act; he shall hold his 
office during the pleasure of the President, and shall receive, as a com- 
pensation for his services, the sum of three dollars per day, during the 
time he may be employed in the discharge of the duties enjoined by 
this. act. 

Approven, February 28, 1823. 


(a) See notes to the acts which have passed relating to the Cumberland road, vol. ii. 357. 
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Cuar. XVIII.—An Act to revive, and continue in force. i 

act, entitled “* An act supplementary to the put fab m e f land 

claims in the state of Louisiana,” approved the eleventh May, eighteen hundred 

and twenty, and for other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the ‘seventh section of 
an act, entitled “An act supplementary to the several acts for the adjust: 
ment of land claims in the state of Louisiana,” approved the eleventh of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, in relation to back con- 
cessions, be, and the same is hereby, revived, and continued in full force 
and effect, for the term of eighteen months from and after the passing of 
this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the lot of land 
on which is situated the navy store-house, in New Orleans, as may be 
necessary to continue the street now commenced, leading from Condi 
street to Market-hall, is hereby granted to, and vested in, the corporation 
of the city of New Orleans, for the purpose of continuing the said street. 

Approven, February 28, 1823. 


Cuar. XIX.—An Act to repeal so much of an act, passed the eighteenth April, one 
thousand eight hundred and six, as limits the price of certain lands in the state 
of Tennessee. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That so much of an act 
passed the eighteenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, 
entitled “ An act to authorize the state of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and to settle the claims 
to the vacant and unappropriated lands within the same,” which provides 
“that the lowest price of all lands granted or sold within the ceded terri- 
tory shall be the same as shall be established by Congress for the lands 
of the United States,” be, and the same is hereby, repealed ; and the legis- 
lature of the state of Tennessee are authorized and empowered to affix 
such price to the lands in said ceded territory, as, in their discretion, may 
be deemed right and proper ; any thing in said act of the eighteenth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and six, to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

ApprRovED, February 28, 1823, 


Crap. XXI.—An Act supplementary to, and to amend an act, entitled * An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on é¢mporis and tonnage,” passed second 


March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and for other purposes. = 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the 
third day of March next, no goods, wares, or merchandise, subject to ad 
valorem duty, and imported into the United States, shall be admitted to 
an entry unless the true invoice of the same be presented to the collector 
at the time of entry, or unless the same be admitted in the mode author- 
ized and prescribed in the next ensuing section of this act: Provided, 
That this prohibition shall not extend to such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, as shall have been taken from a wreck. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when no invoice has been 
received of any goods, wares, or merchandise, imported and subject to 
ad valorem duty as aforesaid, the owner, importer, consignee, or agent, 


(@ See notes to the act of May 11, 1820, ch. 87. 
Vou. HI.——92 
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shall make oath of the same, and the collector of the port shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized, if in his judgment the circumstances 
under which such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall have been im- 
ported, or any other circumstances connected therewith, render it expe- 
dient, to admit the same to an entry,on an appraisment [appraisement] 
thereof, duly made, in the manner hereinafter prescribed : Provided, The 
owner, importer, consignee, or agent, of such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, shall, previous to such entry, give bond, with sufficient sureties, to 


the United States, to produce to such collector the invoice of the same 


within eight months from the time of entry, if the same were imported 
from any port or place on this side, and within eighteen months, if from 
any port or place beyond, the Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn, or 
from the Cape of Good Hope, and to pay any amount of duty to which 
it may appear, by such invoice, the said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
were subject, over and above the amount of duties estimated on the said 
appraisement. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That when goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, shall not have been entered in 
pursuance of the provisions of this or any other act regulating imports 
and tonnage, the same shall be deposited, according to existing laws, in 
the public warehouse, and shall there remain, at the expense and risk of 
the owner, until such invoice be produced: Provided, however, That, 
when the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall have remained in the 
public warehouse nine months, if imported from any port or place on this 
side, and eighteen months, if from any port or place beyond, the Cape of 
Good Hope, or Cape Horn, or from the Cape of Good Hope, and no in- 
voice shall be produced, then the said goods, wares, and merchandise, shall 
be appraised, and the duties estimated thereon in the manner hereinafter 
directed : Provided also, That nothing herein contained shall be understood 
to prohibit the sale of such quantities of goods, stored as aforesaid, as 
may be necessary to discharge the duties thereon, and all intervening 
charges, at the time or times when such duties shall become due and 
payable: And provided further, That the collector be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to direct an earlier sale of articles of a perishable nature, and 
of such as may be liable to waste; first giving such notice of the sale as 
circumstances may admit, by public advertisement, in one or more papers, 
at or nearest to the port where such sale may be had : which said articles the 
collector shall previously cause to be appraised, and the duties estimated 
thereon, in the manner hereinafter directed ; and the proceeds of such 
sale shall be disposed of at the expiration of the said periods of nine and 
eighteen months, respectively, as the case may be, in the manner pre- 
scribed by the fifty-sixth section of the act regulating the collection of 
dutics on imports and tonnage, passed the second day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine: Provided also, That nothing 
in this section shall be construed to affect the cases contemplated by the 
fifty-sixth section of the act regulating the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage, passed the second of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in all cases where goods, wares, 
or merchandise, shall have. been imported into the United States, and 
shall be entered by invoice, one of the following oaths, according to the 
nature of the case, shall be administered by the collector of the port at the 
time of entry, to the owner, importer, consignee, or agent, in lieu of the 
oath now prescribed by law in such case: 


Consignee, Importer, or Agent’s Oath. 
f , do solemnly and truly (swear or affirm) that the invoice 
and bill of lading now presented by me to the collector of „are 
the true and only invoice and bill of lading by me received, of all the 
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goods, wares, and merchandise, imported in the , whereof 

is master, from j , for account of any person whomsoever, for 
whom I am authorized to enter the same; that the said invoice and bill 
of lading are in the state in which they were actually received by me, and 
that I do not know nor believe in the existence of any other invoice, or 
bill of lading of the said goods, wares, and merchandise; that the entry 
now delivered to the collector, contains a just and true account of the 
said goods, wares, and merchandise, according to the said invoice and 
bill of lading ; that nothing has been, on my part, nor, to my knowledge, 
on the part of any other person, concealed or suppressed, whereby the 
United States may be defrauded of any part of the duty lawfully due on 
the said goods, wares, and merchandise, and that, if, at any time hereafter, 
I discover any error in the said invoice, or in the account now rendered 
of the said goods, wares, and merchandise, or receive any other invoice 
of the same, I will immediately make the same known to the collector of 
this district. And I do further solemnly and truly (swear or affirm) that, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, (insert the name and residence of the 
owner or owners, is or are) of the goods, wares, and merchandise, men- 
tioned in the annexed entry; that the invoice now produced by me ex- 
hibits the actual cost, (if purchased,) or fair market value, (if otherwise 
obtained, )at the time or times, and place or places, when or where procured, 
as the case may be,) of the said goods, wares, and merchandise, all the 
charges thereon, and no other or different discount, bounty, or drawback, 
but such as has been actually allowed on the same. 


Owner's oath, in cases where goods, wares, or merchandise, have been actually 
purchased. 

I , do solemnly and truly (swear or affirm) that the entry now _ Owner's oath, 
delivered by me to the collector of , contains a just and true ac- Bere goods, 
count of all the goods, wares, and merchandise, imported by, or con- purchased. ` 
signed to, me, in the , whereof is master, from ; that 
the invoice which I now produce, contains a just and faithful account of 
the actual cost of the said goods, wares, and merchandise, of all charges 
thereon, including charges of purchasing, carriages, bleaching, dyeing, 
dressing, finishing, putting up, and packing, and no other discount, 
drawback, or bounty, but such as has been actually allowed on the same; 
that I do not know nor believe in the existence of any invoice or bill 
of lading other than those now produced by me, and that they are in 
the state in which I actually received them. And I do further solemnly 
and truly (swear or affirm) that I have not, in the said entry or in- 
voice, concealed or suppressed any thing whereby the United States may 
be defrauded of any part of the duty lawfully due on the said goods, 
wares, and merchandise; and that if, at any time hereafter, I discover 
any error in the said invoice, or in the account now produced, of the said 
goods, wares,and merchandise, or receive any other invoice of the same, 

I will immediately make the same known to the collector of: this 
district. (a) 


(a) The defendant was indicted for perjury in falsely taking and swearing the £ owner’s oath in cases 
where goods have béen actually purchased ;?? as prescribed by the fourth section of the supplementary 
collection law, of the first of March, 1823. The perjury was charged to have been ‘committed in 
April, 1837, at the custom-house in New York, on the importation of certain woollen goods in the ship Sheri- 
dan. The indictment charged the defendant with having intentionally suppressed the true cost. of the 
goods, with the intent to defraud the United States. 2. Charging the perjury in swearing: to the truth 
of the invoice produced by him at the time of the entry of the goods, the invoice being false, &c. &c. 
It appeared by the evidence, that the goods mentioned in the entry had been bought by the defendant 
from John Wood, his father, of Saddleworth, England. No witness was produced by the United States 
to prove that the value or cost of the goods was greater than that for which they were entered at the 
custom-house in New York. The evidence of this, offered by the prosecution was, the invoice book of. 
John Wood, and thirty-five original letters from the defendant to Joha Wood, between -1834 and 1837, 
showing a combination between John Wood and the defendant to defraud the United States, by invoic- 
ing and entering goods at less than their actual cost; that this combination comprehended the gooda 
imported in the Sheridan ; and that the goods received by that ship had been entered by the defendant, 
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goods, &c.have I , do solemnly and truly (swear or affirm) that the entry now 
not been pur- delivered by me to the collector of , contains a just and true ac 
Set count of all the goods, wares, and merchandise, imported by, or con- 
signed to, me, in the , whereof is master, from ; that 
the said goods, wares, and merchandise, were not actually bought by me, 
or by. my agent, in the ordinary mode of bargain and sale, but that, 
nevertheless, the invoice which I now produce, contains a just and faith- 
ful valuation of the same, at their fair market value, including charges 
of purchasing, carriages, bleaching, dyeing, dressing, finishing, putting 
up, and packing, at the time or times, and place or places, when and 
where procured for my account, (or for account of myself and part- 
ners ;) that the said invoice contains also a just and faithful account of 
all charges actually paid, and no other discount, drawback, or bounty, 
but such as has been actually allowed on the said goods, wares, and 
merchandise; that I do not know, nor believe in the existence, of any 
invoice or bill of lading, other than those now produced by me, and that 
they are in the state in which I actually received them. And I do further 
solemnly and truly (swear or affirm) that I have not,in the said entry or 
invoice, concealed or suppressed any thing whereby the United States 
may be defrauded of any part of the duty lawfully due on the said goods, 
wares, and merchandise, and that if, at any time hereafter, I discover 
any error in the said invoice, or in the account now produced, of the 
said goods, wares, and merchandise, or receive any other invoice of 
the same, I will immediately make the same known to the collector of 
this district. 
Mode of esti- Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the ad valorem rates of 
ee a valo- duty upon goods, warés, and merchandise, shall be estimated in the man- 
‘ ner following: to the actual cost, if the same shall have been actually pur- 
chased, or the actual value, if the same shall have been procured other- 
wise than by purchase, at the time and place, when and where purchased 
or otherwise procured, or to the appraised value, if appraised, except in 
cases where goods are subjected to the penalty provided for in the thir- 
teenth section of this act, shall be added all charges, except insurance; 
and, also, twenty per centum on the said cost or value, and charges, if 
imported from the Capé of Good Hope, or any place beyond that, 
or from beyond Cape Horn, or ten per centum if from any other 


he knowing that they had cost more than the prices at which he had entered them, This evidence was 
objected to on the part of the defendant, as not competent proof to convict the defendant of the crime 
of perjury ; and that if an inference of guilt could be derived from such proof, it was an inference 
from circumstances, not sufficient, as the best legal testimony, to warrant a conviction. Held, That in 
order to a conviction, it was not necessary, on the part of the prosecution, to produce a living witness ; 
ifthe jury should believe, from the within testimony, that the defendant made a false and corrupt oath 
when he entered the goods. The United States v: Wood, 14 Peters, 430. 

The cases in which a living witness to a corpus delicti of the defendant, in a prosecution for perjury, 
may be dispensed with, are: all such where a person charged with a perjury by falsely swearing to a 
fact directly disproved by documentary or written testimony, springing from himself, with circumstan- 
ces showing the corrupt intent: In cases where the perjury charged is contradicted by a public record, 

roved to have been well known to the defendant when he took the oath, the oath only proved to have 
ae taken; in cases where the party is charged with taking an oath contrary to what he must neces- 
sarily have known to be the truth, and the false swearing can be proved by his own letters relating to 
the fact sworn to, or by other written testimony existing and being found in the possession of the 
defendant, and which.has been treated by him as containing the evidence of the fact recited in it. Ibid. 

The letters of the defendant, showing his knowledge of the actual cost of the goods which had been 
falsely entered by him, are the best evidence which can be given. This evidence is good under the 
general principle thata man’s own acts, conduct, and declarations, when voluntary, are always admis- 
sible in evidence against him. If the letters of the defendant showed that the invoice book of the 
vendor of the goods, containing an invoice of the goods enumerated in the invoice to which the defend- 
ant had ‘sworn the owner’s oath, in which book the goods were priced higher in the sale of them to 
the defendant, recognised the book as containing the true invoice, his. admission supersedes the neces- 
sity of. other proof to establish the real price given by him for the goods; and the letters and invoice 
book in connection preponderate against the oath taken by the defendant, making a living witness to 
the corpus delicti charged in the indictment, unnecessary. Ibid. See also Taylor et al. v. The United 
States, 3 Howard, 197. 
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place or country; and the said rates of duty shall be estimated on such 
aggregate amount: Provided, That in all cases where any goods, wares 
and merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, shall have been imported 
from a country other than that in which the same were manufactured or 
produced, the appraisers shall value the same at the current value at the 


time of exportation, in the country where the same may have been origi- 


nally manufactured or produced. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That no goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, subject to ad valorem duty, and 
belonging to a person or persons residing in the United States, but 
who shall, at the time, be absent from the place where the same are 
intended to be entered,shall be admitted to an entry, unless the importer, 
consignee or agent, shall previously give bond, the form of which shall 
be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, with sufficient sureties, 
to produce, within four months, to the collector of the port where the 
said goods, wares, or merchandise, may be, the’ invoice of the same, duly 
verified, according to the circumstances of the case, by the oath of the 
said owner, or one of the owners, as prescribed in the fourth section of 
this act; which oath shall be administered by a collector of the United 
States, if there be any in the place where the said owner or owners may 
be; or if there be none, by some public officer duly authorized to ad- 
minister oaths. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, subject to ad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, and belong- 
ing to a person or persons not residing at the time in the United States, 
and who shall have actually purchased the same, shall be admitted to 
entry, unless the invoice be verified by the oath of the owner, or one of 
the owners, certifying that the said goods, wares, or merchandise, were 
actually purchased for his account, or for account of himself and. part- 
ners in the said purchase: that the invoice annexed thereto contains a 
true and faithful account of the actual cost thereof, and of all charges 
thereon, and that no discounts, bounties, or drawbacks, are contained in 
the said’ invoice, but such as have been actually allowed on the same; 
which said oath shall be administered by a consul or commercial agent 
of the United States: or by some public officer duly authorized to ad- 
minister oaths in the country where the said goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, shall have been purchased, and the same duly certified by the said 
consul, commercial agent, or public officer; in which latter case, such 
official certificate shall be authenticated by a consul or commercial agent 
of the United States; Provided, That if there be no consul or com- 
mercial agent of the United States in the country from which the said 
goods, wares, or merchandise, shall have been imported, the authentica- 
tion hereby required, shall be executed by a consul of a nation at the 
time in amity with the United States, if there be any such residing there; 
and if there be no such consul in the country, the said authentication 
shall be made by two respectable merchants, if any such there be, resid- 
ing in the port from which the said goods, wares or merchandise, shall 
have been imported. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no. goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, subject to ad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, and belong- 
ing to a person or persons not residing at the time in the United States, 
who may not have acquired the same in the ordinary mode of bargain 
and sale, or belonging to a person or persons who may be the manufac- 
turer or manufacturers, in whole or in part, of the same, shall be admit- 
ted to entry, unless the invoice thereof be verified by the oath of the 
owner, or of one of the owners, certifying that the invoice contains a 


true and faithful account of the said goods, wares, or merchandise, at their. 


fair market value at the time and place when and where the same were 


procured or manufactured, as the case may be, and of all. charges thereon; 
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and that the said invoice contains no discounts, bounties, or drawbacks, 
but such as have been actually allowed; which said oath shall have been 
duly administered and authenticated in the mode prescribed in the 
seventh section of this act. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where goods, 
wares, or merchandise subject to ad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, 
shall belong to the estates of deceased persons or of persons insolvent, 
who shall have assigned the same for the benefit of their creditors, the 
oaths required by the fourth, seventh, and eighth, sections of this act, 
may be administered to the executor, administrator, or assignees, of such 
persons in the manner prescribed by this act, according to the nature of 
the case. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where goods, 
wares, or merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, 
and belonging to a person or persons not residing in the United States, 
shall not be accompanied with an invoice verefied [verified] by oath, and 
authenticated as required by the seventh, eighth, and ninth, sections of 
this act, as the case may be; or where it shall not be practicable to make 
such oath, or there shall be an immaterial informality in the oath or 
authentication so required, or where the collector of the port at which 
the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be, shall have certified his 
opinion to the Secretary of the Treasury that no fraud was intended in 
the invoice of said goods, wares, or merchandise, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, if he shall deem it expe- 
dient, to admit the same to an entry : Provided, That the consignee, 
importer, or agent shall, previous to such entry, give bond, the form 
whereof shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, with suffi. 
cient sureties, to produce the invoice, if the same be practicable, sworn 
to and authenticated as may be required by this act, according to the 
nature of the case, and in the time: and mode prescribed in the second 
section of this act,in cases where no invoice has been received: And 
provided always, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall in no case 
admit any goods, wares, or merchandise, to an entry, where there is 
just ground to suspect that a fraud on the revenue is intended. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where goods, 
wares, or merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, 
shall belong in part to a person or persons residing in the United States 
and in part to a person or persons residing out of the United States, the 
oath of one of the owners residing in the United States, shall be suffi- 
cient to admit the same to an entry, according to the provisions of this 
act: But it is expressly provided, That, in all cases where the said goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall have been manufactured in whole, or in 
part, by any one of the owners, residing out of the United States, the 
same shall not be so admitted to an entry, unless the invoice shall have 
been verefied [verified] and authenticated by such manufacturer in the 
manner prescribed in the eighth section of this act. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the invoice of 
goods, wares, or merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, imported as 
aforesaid, and belonging toa person or persons not residing in the United 
States, shall not have been duly verified and authenticated, and, upon 
application to the Secretary of the Treasury, according to the tenth sec- 
tion of this act, the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall have been 
refused an entry, the same shall be deemed suspected, and shall be liable 
to the same additions and penalties as are provided in the case of fraud- 
ulent invoices in the following section. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That, whenever, in the opinion of 
the collector, there shall be just grounds to suspect that goods, wares, 
or merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, and imported into his district 
have been invoiced below their true value, in the place or country from 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. Il. Cu. 21. 1823. 


whence they were imported, or originally procured, as the case may be, 
as prescribed in the fifth section of this act, such collector shall direct the 
same to be appraised in the manner prescribed by this act; and if the 
value at which the same shall be so appraised, shall exceed, by twenty- 
five per centum, the invoice prices thereof, then, in addition to the ten 
or twenty per centum, as the case may be, laid upon correct and regular 
invoices, according to law, there shall be added. fifty per centum on the 
appraised value; on which aggreate [aggregate] amount the duties on 
such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be estimated. Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to impose the said penalty 
of fifty per centum for a variance between the bona fide invoice of goods, 
produced in the manner specified in the proviso in the fifth section of 
this act, and the current value of the said merchandise, in the country 
where the same may have been originally manufactured or produced. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, in all cases where the ap- 
praised value of any goods, wares, or merchandise, appraised under this 
or any other act concerning imports and tonnage, shall exceed, by less 
than twenty-five per centum, the invoice value thereof, such appraised 
value shall be considered the true value of such goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, upon which the duty shall be charged, with the addition of such 
per centum as may be by law, required: Provided, That, in no case, 
shall the duty be estimated on an amount less than the invoice value, 
with the addition by law required. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the collectors of the revenue 
shall cause at least one package out of every invoice, and one package, 
at least, out of every twenty packages of each invoice of goods, wares, or 
merchandise, imported into their respective districts, which package or 
packages he shall have first designated on the invoice, to be opened and 
examined, and if the same be found not to correspond with the invoice 
thereof, or to be falsely charged in such invoice, a full inspection of all 
such goods, wares, or merchandise, as may be included in the same 
entry, shall be made; and in case such goods, wares, or merchandise, be 
subject to ad valorem duty, the same shall be appraised, and subjected to 
the penalties provided in the thirteenth section, in the case of suspected 
or fraudulentinvoices; and in every case, whether such goods, wares, or 
merchandise be subject to ad valorem or specific duty, if any package 
be found to contain any article not described in the invoice, the whole 
package shall be forfeited: Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to remit the said forfeiture, if, in his 
opinion, the said article was put in by mistake, or without any intention 
to defraud the revenue. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That, for the appraisement of 
goods, wares, or merchandise, required by this or any other act concern- 
ing imports and tonnage, the President of the United States, shall, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint, in each of the 
ports of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Savan- 
nah, and New Orleans, two persons, well qualified to perform that duty, 
who, before they enter thereon, shall severally make oath, diligently and 
faithfully to examine and inspect such goods, wares, or merchandise, as 
the collector may direct, and truly to report, to the best of their know- 
ledge and belief, the true value thereof, according to the provisions of 
the fifth section of this act; and when any appraisement is to be made in 
any port other than those above named, the collector shall appoint two 
respectable resident merchants, who, after having taken the oath required 
by this section, shall be the appraisers; and the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall have authority to direct the appraisers for any collection district, 
to attend in any other collection district for the purpose of appraising any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, imported therein; and the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized, in the recess of the Senate, to 
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appoint the appraisers for the ports provided for in this section, which 
appointments shall continue in force until the end of the session of Con- 
gress thereafter. : 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That each of the appraisers, who 
may be appointed under the sixteenth section of this act, for the ports of 
New Orleans, Savannah, Charleston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Bos- 
ton, shall each receive, as a compensation for his services, fifteen hundred 
dollars per annum; and the appraisers for the port of New York shall 
each receive two thousand dollars per annum; and the merchants who 
may be appointed to act as appraisers under this act, shall receive 
for their services, while actually employed on that duty, each, a compen- 
sation of five dollars per diem; and whenever the appraisers, appointed 
under the sixteenth section of this act, attend in any district, other than 
that in which they reside, for the purpose of appraising any goods, wares, 
or merchandise, they shall respectively receive at the rate of five dollars 
for every twenty-five miles in going to, or returning from, such district, in 
addition to the salary or pay provided for in this section. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That, in all cases where the 
owner, consignee, importer, or agent, shall be dissatisfied with the ap- 
praisement of any goods, wares, or merchandise, made by the appraisers 
appointed under the sixteenth section of this act, it shall be lawful for 
him to employ, at his own expense, two respectable resident merchants, 
who, after being duly qualified, according to the sixteenth section of this 
act, shall, together with the two appraisers appointed on the part of the 
United States, under this act, examine and inspect the goods, wares, or 
merchandise, in question; and, after such examination and inspection, 
they shall report the value thereof, if they agree therein, and, if not, the 
circumstances of their disagreement, to the collector; and in case such 
owner, consignee, importer, or agent, shall be dissatisfied with such re- 
port and second appraisement, it shall be lawful for him to refer the case 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall be, and is hereby, author- 
ized and empowered to decide thereon, or to require further testimony in 
the case, in such manner as he may deem proper, and to order the said 
goods, wares, or merchandise, to be entered accordingly. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That any merchant, who shall be 
chosen by the collector, or by the party in interest, to make any appraise- 
ment required under this or any other act respecting imports and tonnage, 
and who shall, after due notice of such choice has been given to him in 
writing, decline or neglect to assist at such appraisement, shall be sub- 
ject to a penalty not exceeding fifty dollars, and to the costs of prosecu- 
tion therefor. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That one half of the excess of 
duty accruing in consequence of the fifty per cent. added to the value of 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, under the thirteenth section of this 
act, shall be divided among the custom-house officers of the port in which 
such goods, wares, or merchandise, may be, in the manner prescribed 
by the act, entitled “ An act to regulate the duties on imports and ton- 
nage,” passed on the second day of March, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
nine: Provided, That, in no case, shall the appraisers of the said goods, 
wares, or merchandise, be entitled to or receive any part of the said duty. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That, before any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, which may be taken from any wreck, shall be admitted to 
an entry, the same shall be appraised, in the manner prescribed in the 
sixteenth section of this act; and the same proceedings shall be ordered 
and executed in all cases where a reduction of duties shall be claimed 
on account of damage which any goods, wares or merchandise, shall 
have sustained in the course of the voyage ; and in all cases where the 
owner, importer, consignee, or agent, shall be dissatisfied with such 
appraisement, he shall be entitled to the privileges provided in the 
eighteenth section of this act. 
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Src. 22. And be it further enacted, That, for every verification and 
certificate, made under this act, before a consul or commercial agent of 
the United States, such consul or commercial agent shall be entitled to 
demand and receive, from the person making the same, a fee of two 
dollars: Provided, Each shipper shall have the right to include all arti- 
cles shipped by him in the same invoice. j 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That, when any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, shall be admitted to an entry upon invoice, the collector 
of the port in which the same are entered, shall certify the same 
under his official seal; and no other evidence of the value of such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall be admitted on the part of the owner or 
owners thereof, in any court of the United States, except in corroboration 
of such entry. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That any person or persons, who 
shall counterfeit any certificate or attestation made in pursuance of this 
act, or use such certificate or attestation, knowing the same to be coun- 
terfeit, shall, upon conviction thereof before any court of the United 
States having cognisance of the same, be adjudged guilty of felony, and 
be fined in a sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars, and imprisoned for 
a term not exceeding three years. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That any bond to the United 
States, entered into for the payment of duties by a merchant belonging 
to a firm, in the name of such firm, shall equally bind the partner or 
partners in trade, of the person or persons by whom such bond shall have 
been executed; but no clerk or hired person, in the constant employ- 
ment of another, shall become principal or surety to any bond to which 
his employer is a party. 

Src. 26. And be it further enacted, That no bond for duties on goods, 
wares, or merchandise, imported into the United States, shall be accepted 
by any collector of the revenue, unless the principal be a resident of the 
United States, and the surety or sureties citizens thereof. 

Src. 27. And be it further enacted, That, in every case where the 
owner, importer, consignee, or agent, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
imported as aforesaid, and the duty upon which shall amount to fifty dol- 
lars, or upwards, may, at the time of entry, desire to pay the duties there- 
on in cash, the collector of the port where the said goods, wares or mer- 
chandise, may be entered, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to receive the same, and to allow a discount on the amount of the 
duties, at the rate of four per centum per annum, for the legal term of 
credit which would have been allowed by law on such duties. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That all goods, wares, ormerchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, the duties on which shall- have 
been paid, or secured to be paid, may be transported coastwise, from the 
district into which they were imported to two other districts, and ex- 
ported from either of them with the benefit of drawback: Provided, 
That all regulations and formalities now in force, relating: to the trans- 
portation of goods, wares, and merchandise, coastwise, from the district 
into which they were imported to another district, for benefit of draw- 
back, and such other regulations as are prescribed under and by virtue of 
this act, for the further transportation of such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, to other districts, shall be complied with: And provided, aiso, 
That all the regulations and formalities now in force, respecting the ex- 
portation of goods, wares, and merchandise, for the benefit of drawback, 
shall be complied with, so far as may be consistent with other provisions of 
this act: and the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to prescribe the form of the certificate to be used, and of the 
oaths to be taken, on the transportation of such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, from the second district, into which they may be so brought, to the 
third district. 

Vou. IH.—93 82 
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Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That all goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, subject to ad valorem duty, and intended for exportation, with 
benefit of drawback, which shall be transported from one district to 
another, shall be accompanied by a copy from the invoice, of the cost 
thereof, certified by the collector of the district from which they may 
have been last re-shipped, which certified copy shall be produced to the 
collector of the district from which such goods, wares, or merchandise, 
are intended to be exported; and such goods, wares, or merchandise, as 
well as all such goods, wares, or merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, 
as shall be exported from the district into which they may have been 
originally imported, shall be inspected by the appraisers at the time of 
exportation, inthe manner provided by this act, on the importation of such 
goods, wares, or merchandise ; and if the same are found not to corres- 
pond with the original invoice, the said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
shall be subjected to forfeiture, according to the provisions of the eighty- 
fourth section of an act, entitled “An act to regulate the collection of 
duties on imports and tonnage,” passed the second of March, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-nine. 

Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That in all cases of entry of goods, 
wares, or merchandise, for the benefit of drawback, the time of twenty days 
shall be allowed, from the date of the clearance of the ship or vessel, in 
which the same shall have been laden, for taking the oaths, completing the 
entry, and giving the exportation bonds for the same: Provided, That the 
exporter shall have, in every other particular, complied with the regula- 
tions and formalities heretofore, and by this act, established for entries of 
exportation of goods, wares, or merchandise, for the benefit of drawback. 

Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where goods, 
wares, or merchandise, entitled to debenture, shall be re-shipped for 
transportation coastwise, before the necessary certificates are issued by 
the collector of the port where imported, the same shall be allowed to be 
entered for debenture, at the district to which they shall be so trans- 
ported, without forfeiting the benefit of drawback : Provided, That the 
person or persons, so entering said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall 
produce, from the collector of the port from whence the same shall have 
been last shipped, a certificate that the coastwise certificates were not is- 
sued at the time of the sailing of the vessel on board which the said 
goods, wares, or merchandise, shall have been so shipped, and shall de- 
liver the coastwise certificates, required in such cases, to the collector of 
the port where the same shall have been so entered, within two months 
from the date of entry, and before the said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
shall be entered for exportation. 

Sec. 82. And beit further enacted, That in all cases where the owner, 
importer, consignee, or agent, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, entitled 
to debenture, may wish to transfer the same into packages, other than those 
in which the said goods, wares, or merchandise, were originally imported, 
the collector of the port where the same may be, shall permit the said 
transfer to be made, if necessary for the safety or preservation thereof: 
Provided, That due notice of the same, in writing, setting forth sufficient 
cause for the said transfer, be given to the said collector, who shall ap- 
point an inspector of the revenue, to ascertain if the said allegation be 
true, and, if found correct, to superintend said transfer, and to cause the 
marks and numbers upon the original packages to be inscribed upon the 
packages into which the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be 
transferred. 

Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be necessary to in- 
sert the numbers upon packages, in any entry of goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, subject to specific duty on importation or exportation; or to insert 
any such numbers in any coastwise or other certificate: But it is ez- 
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pressly provided, That in all cases where a seperate [separate] certificate 
may be required for each package, the numbers shall be inserted therein. 
Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where, under 
existing laws, spirituous liquors, entitled to debenture, shall have been 
shipped coastwise, for the purpose of being laden immediately on board 


some vessel in another district, for exportation, the same may be so laden. 


on board of such vessel, without having been first deposited in the public 
warehouse: Provided, That all other regulations required by Jaw shall 
have been complied with, and that such transportation of said spirituous 
liquors from the one vessel to the other, be made by the collector’s order, 
and under the superintendance [superintendence] of an inspector of the 
revenue, and that a careful examination be made by him of the identity 
of the same, and of the quantity, quality, and packages, thereof. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures, 
incurred by force of this act, shall be sued for, recovered, distributed, and 
accounted for, in the manner prescribed by the act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” passed on the 
second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and 
may be mitigated or remitted in the manner prescribed by the act, en- 
titled “ An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, pe- 
nalties, and disabilities, accruing in certain cases therein mentioned,” 
passed on the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-seven. 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That all fines, penalties, and forfei- 
tures, incurred in virtue of the act, entitled “An act supplementary to an 
act, entitled “An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’ passed the twentieth April, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen,” (a) may be sued for, prosecuted, and recovered, in the same 
manner as if the said act did not expire on the third day of March next. 

Sec. 37. And be it further enacted, That, when goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, imported, and subject to duty as aforesaid, shall be re-shipped, 
and transported coastwise, from one district to another, in the packages 
in which the same were imported, an invoice, or a copy of such invoice, 
or an extract therefrom, including all the articles, with the charges thereon, 
which are re-shipped and transported coastwise as aforesaid, verified by 
the additional oath required by the fourth section of this act, and certified 
under the official seal of the collector, with whom the entry, on the impor- 
tation of such goods, wares, and merchandise, was made, shall be pro- 
duced at the port to which the same shall be transported ; and the same 
inspection of such goods, wares, Or merchandise, shall be made, as if they 
had been brought direct from a foreign port or place ; Provided, That no 
appraisement of the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be made at 
the said port, so as to change the amount of duties which may have been 
charged thereon, at the port of their original importation, if the same should 
have been there entered,according to the provisions of this act; except 
when transported from a port where there are no appraisers appointed by 
the government ; and if the invoice, verefied [verified] as aforesaid, shall 
not be so produced, such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be deposit- 
ed, and remain in the public warehouse, at the expense and risk of the 
owner thereof, until the invoice, verified and certified in the manner above 
required, shall be produced: and goods, wares, OF merchandise, imported, 
and subject to duty as aforesaid, may be transported coastwise, to one or 
more districts within the United States. 

Approvep, March 1, 1823. 


(a) Act of April 20, 1818, ch. 79. 
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Cuar. XXIL—An Act to regulate the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and certain British colonial ports. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the third 
day of March next, the first, second, and third, sections of the “Act con- 
cerning navigation,” approved on the eighteenth of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, and the “Act supplementary to an act con- 
cerning navigation,” approved on the fifteenth of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty, shall be, and the same are hereby, suspended, for 
and during the continuance of this act, so far as any of the restrictions 
or prohibitions therein contained, limit or interdict the intercourse of 
navigation or commerce between the ports of the United States and 
the British colonial ports hereinafter mentioned, to wit: 

Kingston, in Jamaica. Savannah Le Mar, do. Montego Bay, do. 
Santa Lucia, do. Antonia, do. Saint Ann, do. Falmouth, do. Maria, 
do. Morant Bay and Annotto Bay, do. Saint George, in Grenada. 
Roseau, in Dominica. Saint John’s, in Antigua. San Josef, in Trinidad. 
Scarborough, in Tobago. Road Harbour, in Tortola. Nassau, in New 
Providence. Pitt's town, in Crooked Island. Kingston, in Saint Vin- 
cent. Port Saint George and Port Hamilton, in Bermuda. Any port 
where there is a custom-house, in Bahamas. Bridgetown, in Barbadoes. 
Saint John’s and Saint Andrew’s, in New Brunswick. Halifax, in Nova 
Scotia. Quebec, in Canada. Saint John’s, in Newfoundland. George- 
town, in Demarara. New Amsterdam, in Berbice. Castries, in Saint 
Lucia. Basseterre, in Saint Kitts. Charlestown, in Nevis. Plymouth, in 
Montserrat. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the said third 
day of March-next, the ports of the United States shall be open to any 
British vessel coming directly from any of the British colonial ports above 
enumerated: and it shall be lawful to import in the said vessels, being 
navigated by a master and three-fourths, at least, of the mariners, British 
subjects, any articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of any of 
the said British colonies, the importation of the like articles to which, 
from elsewhere, is not, nor shall not be, prohibited by law, and which may 
be exported from any of the said enumerated British ports to the United 
States, on equal terms, in vessels belonging to the said states. i 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, on proof being given to the 
President of the United States, satisfactory to him, that, upon the vessels 
of the United States admitted into the above enumerated British colonial 
ports, and upon any goods, wares, or merchandise, imported therein, in 
the said vessels, no other or. higher duties of tonnage or impost, and no 
other charges of any kind, are levied or exacted than upon British vessels, 
or upon the like goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the said 
colonial ports from elsewhere, it shall and may be lawful for the Presi- 
dent of the United States to issue his proclamation, declarmg that no 
other or higher duty of impost or tonnage and no other or higher duty 
or charge of any kind, upon any goods, wares or merchandise, imported 
from the above enumerated British colonial ports, in British vessels, shall 
be levied or exacted in any of the ports of the United States, (except- 
ing the ports in the territory of Florida,) than upon the vessels of the 
United States, and upon the like goods, wares, or merchandise, imported 


(@ An open boat is nota ship or vessel within the. purview of the statutes of 1820, ch. 122, and 1823, 
ch. 22, which prohibit commercial intercourse with the British colonies. United States v. An open 
boat and lading, 5 Mason’s C. C. R. 120. 

It seems that notwithstanding those statutes, open British boats may visit the United States, if not 


destined for trade. 


Ibid, 


British ships or vessels, excluded from the ports of the United States py those statutes, are such as 
are owned by British subjects having a British domicil, and sailing under the British flag, and not Bri- 
tish ships or vessels owned by British subjects domiciled in the United States. Ibid. 
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into the ports of the United States in the same: Provided always, That 
until such proof shall be given, British vessels coming from the said 
British colonial ports, and the goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
in the same into the United States, shall continue to pay the foreign ton- 
nage duty, and the additional duties upon goods, wares, and merchandise 
imported in foreign vessels prescribed by the “ Act to regulate the duties 
ou imports and tonnage,’ approved the twenty-seventh of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That no articles whatsoever, specie 
and bullion excepted, other than articles of the growth, produce, or man- 
ufacture, of the British colonies to which the said enumerated ports 
belong, shall be imported into the United States, in British vessels, com- 
ing from any of the said enumerated ports; and that no articles whatso- 
ever, being of the growth, produce or manufacture, of the British 
colonies, to which the said enumerated ports belong, shall be import- 
ed into the United States, in any British vessel, other than a vessel 
coming directly from one of the said enumerated ports, on pain of 
forfeiting all such articles, together with the ship or vessel in which 
the same shall have been imported, and her guns, tackle, apparel, and 
furniture. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful to export 
from the United States, directly to any of the above enumerated British 
colonial ports, in any vessel of the United States, or in any British vessel, 
navigated as by the second section of this act is prescribed, and having 
come directly from any of the above enumerated British colonial ports, 
any article of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of the United States, 
or any other article legally imported therein, the exportation of which, 
elsewhere, shall not be prohibited by law; Provided, ‘That when exported 
in any such British vessel, before the shipment of any such articles, secu- 
rity, by bond, shall be given to the United States, in a penalty equal to 
half the value of the said articles: such bond to be taken of the owner, 
consignee, or agent, by the collector of the port at which the said British 
vessel shall have entered, for the due landing of the said articles, at the 
port or ports, being of the British colonial ports herein above enumerated, 
for which the said vessel shall clear out, and for producing a certificate 
thereof, within twelve months from the date of said bond, under the hand 
and seal of the consul; or commercial agent of the United States, resident 
at the port where the said articles shall have been landed; or if there 
shall be no consul or commercial agent of the United States residing 
there, such certificate to be under the hand and seal of the chief officer of 
the customs at such port, or under the hand and seal of two known 
and reputable merchants residing at such port; but such bond may 
be discharged, by proof, on oath, by credible persons, that. the said 
articles were taken by enemies, or perished in the seas. And it shall not 
be lawful to export, from the United States, any article whatsoever, to any 
of the above enumerated British colonial ports, in any British vessel, 
other than such as shall have come directly from one of the said ports 
to the United States; nor shall it be lawful to export from the United 
States any article whatsoever, in any British vessel, having come from 
any of the said enumerated ports, to any other port or place, whatsoever, 
than directly to one of the said ports. And in case any such articles 
shall be shipped or waterborne, for the purpose of being exported con- 
trary to this act, the same shall be forfeited, and shall and may be 
seized and prosecuted, in like manner as for any other violation of the 
revenue laws of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act, unless repealed, alter- 
ed, or amended, by Congress, shall be and continue in force so longas the 
above enumerated British colonial ports shall be open to the admission of 
vessels of the United States, conformably to the provisions of the British 
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sels of. the act of Parliament of the 24th of June last, being the forty-fourth chap- 
United States. ter of the acts of the third year of George the Fourth. But if at any 
time the trade and intercourse between the United States and all or any 
of the above enumerated British colonial ports, authorized by the said 
act of Parliament, should be prohibited by a British order in council, or 
by act of Parliament, then, from the day of the date of such order in 
council, or act of Parliament, or from the time that the same shall com- 
mence to be in force, proclamation to that effect having been made by 
the President of the United States, each and every provision of this act, 
so far as the same shall apply to the intercourse between the United 
States and the above enumerated British colonial ports, in British ves- 
sels, shall cease to operate in their favour; and each and every provision 

Act of April Of the “Act concerning navigation,” approved on the eighteenth of April, 
18, 1818,ch.'70, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen; and of the act supplemen- 
i ou May tary thereto,approved on the fifteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred 

,1820,ch. 122. : l 

and twenty; shall revive and be in full force. 

Any other Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Thatif any British colonial portin 
Prion colonial the American hemisphere, other than those hereinabove enumerated, 
port being open should, by virtue of a British order in Council, be opened to vessels of 
United States, the United States, conformably to the provisions of the said act of Par- 
shall have the Jiament of the twenty-fourth of June last, each and every provision of 
act. ot tals this act shall extend to the same, from the time when it shall bé so open- 

ed to the vessels of the United States. 

Bond tobe Sep. 8. And be it further enacted, That the form of the bond afore- 
prescribed by p Said shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury; and all penal- 
the Trensas ties and forfeitures, incurred under this act, shal] be sued for, recovered, 

Mitigation distributed, and accounted for, and the same may be mitigated or remit- 
and remission ted, in the manner and according to the provisions of the revenue laws 
of forfeitures, of the United States. 

‘Approven, March 1, 1823. 


Srature II. 


March 1, 1893, Cuar. XXIII.—An Act to aller the time of holding the district court of the United 
eee ee States for the district of Kentucky. (a) 
dao ee Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Kentucky alter- States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and afier the 
ed. next term of the district court of the United States for the district of 
Kentucky, the said court shall holdits terms on the second Monday in 
April and October in each year. 
Approvep, March 1, 1823. 


(a) The acts establishing the sessions of the district courts of Kentucky are: 

An act to establish the judicial courts of the United States, September 24, 1789, ch. 20, sec. 2. 

An act making certain alterations in the act for establishing the judicial courts, and altering the time 
and place of holding certain courts, June 9, 1794, ch. 64, sec. 8. 

An act concerning the circuit courts of the United States, March 3, 1797, ch. 27, sec. 6. 

An act for altering the times for holding the circuit court in the district of North Carolina, and for 
abolishing the July term of the Kentucky district court, Feb. 28, 1806, ch. 13, sec. 2. 

An act establishing the circuit courts, and abridging the jurisdiction of the district courts of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Ohio, Feb. 24, 1807, ch. 16, sec. 4. 

An act supplementary to the act entitled “ An act to amend the act entitled € An act establishing cire 
cuit courts and abridging the jurisdiction of the district courts of the districts of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and Ohio,’ >? Feb. 4, 1809, ch. 14. ‘i 

‘An act to alter the time of holding the district court of the United States for the district of Kentucky, 
March 1, 1823, ch. 22. 

An act to change the terms of the district courts of the United States for the Kentucky district, March 
24, 1824, ch. 30. 
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Cuar. XXIV.—An Aci to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, in the 
recovery of debts, in the District of Columbia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the first 
day of June next, in all cases where the real debt and damages.do not 
exceed the sum: of fifty dollars, exclusive of costs, it shall and may 
be lawful for any one justice of the peace, of each respective county 
within the District of Columbia wherein the debtor doth reside, to try, 
hear, and determine, the matter in controversy, between the creditor and 
debtor, their executors and administrators, and upon full hearing of the 
allegations and evidences, of both parties, to give judgment, according to 
the laws existing in the said District of Columbia, and the equity and 
right of the matter, in the same manner, and under the same rules and 
regulations, to all intents and purposes, as such justices of the peace are 
now authorized and empowered to do when the debt and damages do 
not exceed the sum of twenty dollars, exclusive of costs: Provided, 
nevertheless, That all justices of the peace of said county shall be compelled, 
upon entering judgments upon cases within their jurisdiction, to enter the 
same in such manner as shall carry an interest thereon, from the date 
thereof, until the same shall be paid, or satishied: And provided further, 
That no female, in any case whatever, and no male above the age of se- 
venty years, shall be liable to be arrested or imprisoned for any debt au- 
thorized to be sued for and recovered by this act. 

Src. 2. And be it furthen enacted, That, in all cases where judg- 
ments shall be rendered by a justice of the peace, it shall be Jawful for 
the defendant to supersede the said judgment, at any time within sixty 
days from the rendition of the same, which supersedeas shall stay exe- 
cution for six months thereafter, and shall be taken by the justice who 
rendered the judgment, and no other; Provided, Such justice is living in 
the county in which said judgment was rendered, and acting in his ju- 
dicial capacity ; but if such justice shall not be so acting, then, and in 
that case, before any other justice of the peace for the aforesaid county 
who may be legally acting in that capacity. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the justices of the peace 
within the District of Columbia, be, and they are hereby, directed, and it 
is hereby made their duty, to keep a docket, and therein to record, and 
make regular entries of, their proceedings, in all cases in which they 
shall act in virtue of their office, and they are hereby directed to furnish 
the plaintiffs and defendants, respectively, with a copy of any judgment 
by them rendered, when required on which copy, any other justice of 
the peace of the county is hereby authorized to issue execution or fieri 
facias, in the same manner as executions are now issued by the clerk of 
the circuit court of the District of Columbia, which shall be returned 
within twenty days after being issued, to the justice who gave the judg- 
ment; and no judgment rendered before a justice shall have the effect 
to create any lien upon real estate. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any justice of the peace 
shall omit to keep a docket, as aforesaid, or be guilty of any other negli- 
gence or omission, by which the plaintiff (having obtained a judgment be- 
fore such justice,) shall lose his or her debt, that then, and in that case, the 
said justice shall pay and satisfy to the said plaintiff the debt, interest, and 
costs, lost as aforesaid, to be recovered by plaint, before any other 
justice of the peace, who shall, on proof of the fact, render judgment 
against such defaulting justice, together with any interest that may have 
accrued on the debt. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each and every justice of the 
peace shall, and it is hereby made his duty, upon his resignation or re- 


743 


Srarure Il. 


March 1, 1823. 


From and af 
ter June ist, 
1823, justices of 
the peace may 
try and deter- 
mine causes 
when the debt 
and damages do 
not exceed 50 
dollars, exclu- 
sive of costs. 


Proviso. 


Proviso. 


Defendant 
may supersede 
within sixty 
days. 


Proviao. 


Justices of 
the peace to 
keep a docket. 


Justices ofthe 
peace. omitting 
to keep a dock- 
et, liable for 
the proceeds of 
any debt, &c., 
lost in conse- 
quence. 


Justices of 
the peace, upon 


744 


resignation or 
removal, or 
their executors, 
&c., upon de- 
mise, to deliver 
their dockets to 
the clerk of the 
circuit court un- 
der penalty of 
500 dollars. 


Judges of cir- 
euit court not 
to hold plea of 
any debt which 
shall not exceed 
50 dollars. 

Proviso, 


In all cases 
over five dollars 
parties. aggriev- 
ed may appeal 
to the circuit 
court. 


Proviso. 


Judgment or 
supersedeas not 
to be returned 
to. the clerk of 
the’ circuit 
court. 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cu. 24. 1823. 


moval from office, and it is also made the duty of his executors or ad- 
ministrators, upon the death of any such justice of the peace, forthwith to 
deliver to the clerk of the circuit court of the District of Columbia, 
within the county in which said justice of the peace officiated, such 
docket or dockets, as said justice of the peace, so resigning, removing, or 
dying, shall or may have had; and it shall be the duty of the clerk in 
whose possession said docket or dockets may be placed, to furnish copies 
of all such entries made in said docket or dockets, to persons applying 
therefor, and who may be entitled thereto, in the same manner, and to 
have the same effect, as if said copies had been furnished by the said jus- 
tice, so resigning, removing, or dying, as the case may be: And in case 
of the death, resignation, removal from office, or other incapacity, of any 
person who may have acted as a justice of the peace asaforesaid, and neg- 
lect Ns the part of himself, or executors, or administrators, as the case 
may be) to transfer such docket or dockets, he or they shall forfeit to the 
United States the sum of five hundred dollars, to be recovered as other 
penalties due to the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the judges of the circuit court 
of the District of Columbia shall not hold original plea in the said court 
of any debt or damage in cases within the jurisdiction given to justices 
of the peace by this act, which shall not exceed fifty dollars, exclusive of 
costs, any law to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided, nevertheless, 
That nothing in this act contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, 
to divest the circuit court of the District of Columbia from the power of 
holding plea of any debt or damages, where the same doth not exceed 
the sum of fifty dollars, or may be above the sum of twenty dollars, 
where the writ or original process, issued for the recovery of the same, 
shall have been impetrated at any time before the first day of June next. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where the debt or 
demand doth exceed the sum of five dollars, and either plaintiff or defen- 
dant shall think him or herself agrieved [aggrieved] by the judgment of 
any justice of the peace, he or she shall be at liberty to appeal to the 
next circuit court to be held in the county in which the said judgment 
shall have been rendered, before the judges thereof; who are hereby, 
upon the petition of the appellant, in a summary way, empowered and 
directed to hear the allegations and proofs of both partics, and deter- 
mine upon the same according to law and the equity and right of the 
matter, at the same term in which the said petition shall be exhibited, 
without further continuance or delay, unless it shall appear to the said 
court that further time ought to be given to the party applying for the 
same: and either of the said parties may demand a trial by jury, or leave 
the cause to be determined by the court, at their election; and in any 
case of appeal from the decision of a justice of the peace, the circuit 


court, where two summonses against the appellee shall be returned non 


est, or one attachment returned non est, and the said appellee shall 
not appear, the court may proceed to hear and determine such case, 
in the same manner as if the appellee had regularly appeared: Pro- 
vided, That no appeal from the judgment of any justice of the 
peace.to the circuit court of the District of Columbia shall be dis- 
missed because the same had not been prayed to the circuit court 
next after the rendition of such judgment, unless the court shall be 
satisfied that the defendant had notice of sach judgmentat least ten days 
before the sitting of said circuit court. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of June next, no justice of the peace within the District of Columbia, 
before whom any judgment hath been rendered, or any supersedeas on 
any judgment rendered by a justice of the peace, hath been taken, shall 
make return of any such judgment or supersedeas to the office of the 
clerk of the circuit court of the District of Columbia, for the purpose 
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that the same should be recorded or filed therein, by the clerks of the 
said circuit court; any law to the contrary notwithstanding: 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That any justice of the peace before 
whom supersedeas may be taken, or any other justice of the peace of 
said county, may, and shall, at the request of the plaintiff, or any. other 
person authorized by, or on behalf of, the said plaintiff, issue execution 
by way of capias ad satisfaciendum or fieri facias, against the principal 
debtor and his sureties, or against either of them, after the expiration of 
the time so mentioned in the said supersedeas, ` 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the constables of ‘the said 
district, who have been, or may hereafter be, duly appointed and quali- 
fied, according to law, are hereby authorized and empowered to serve 
and levy executions issued by a justice of the peace, on judgments 
obtained for small debts, out of court, in the same manner, and by the 
same process, as the marshal of the District of Columbia, or his deputies, 
are authorized to do; and that a commission of five per cent. be allowed 
the constable for every sum thereon by him levied: Provided, That the 
said constables shall, before they proceed to the discharge of the duties 
required by this act, give bond to the United States, with good and suffi- 
cient security, in the penalty of two thousand dollars, to be approved of 
by any one of the judges of the circuit court of said district, for the due 
performance of the duties of a constable, and, also, for the duties and 
trusts reposed in them by virtue of this act; and it shall be the duty of 
such judge, forthwith, to have the same filed or entered on record by the 
clerk of the county in which said constable may reside, at the cost and 
expense of said constable. And the said constables shall, after this act 
goes into effect, make all returns now made to the clerk of the circuit 
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manner, and under such penalties as are at present established by law, in 
rendering the same to the said clerk: Provided, That no return, judg- 
ment, or execution, shall be received or recorded as satisfied, by the said 
justices of the peace, without the receipt of the plaintiff annexed to the 
same: Provided also, That nothing in this act contained shall be cons 
strued to prohibit or prevent the marshal, or his deputies, in the respec- 
tive counties in the District of Columbia, from executing or levying exe- 
cutions, issued by a justice of the peace, for small debts, out of court, 
when the same are put into their hands for that purpose, in the same 
manner as by law they have been, or now are, authorized to do; but for 
executing or levying such executions, the said marshal, or his deputies, 
shall be entitled to the same commission, and nothing more, as is herein 
allowed to constables in such cases; and where the marshal or constable 
shall have received money, on any judgment or execution, not exceeding 
twenty dollars, and shall fail or omit to .pay the same to the plaintiff, 
or his agent, when thereto demanded, or shall omit or fail to return any 
execution within the time limited for such retum, it shall and may be 
lawful for any court of record, within the District of Columbia, on 
motion made, five days’ previous notice being given to said marshal or 
constable, to enter up judgment, instanter, against them, for the amount 
so received, with interest and costs. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That where any judgment, before 
any justice of the peace, shall have continued for more than one year, 
and the said judgment had not been paid or satisfied, it shall and may 
be lawful for the justice before whom the said judgment had been 
obtained, or any other justice of the peace for said county, to revive the 
same by scire facias, which shall be made returnable on a certain day, 
not exceeding forty days from the time of issuing the same, to the said 
justice, or any other Justice of the peace, of said county ; and any con- 
stable, qualified as above mentioned, of the said-county, is hereby autho- 
rized and required to serve such writ of scire facias, and make due 
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return thereof on the return day mentioned in the said writ, in the same 
manner, and entitled to the same fee, and liable to the same penalty, as 
in the case of a warrant issued by a justice of the peace, as directed by 
law, in such case made and provided. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That it may be lawful for any con- 
stable, qualified as aforesaid, to deliver, at the county jail, to the marshal 
of the said county, any person committed by a justice of the peace, on 
a capias ad satisfaciendum, wher the case may or doth so require; and 
that the said marshal, or his jailer, is hereby required and directed to 
take charge of such person, and the same in his custody safe keep, until 
such person or persons shail be duly discharged therefrom according 
to law. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the justices of the peace 
be, and they are hereby, authorized and empowered to issue capias ad 
satisfaciendum, or fieri facias, in all cases where the said justices are 
empowered to render judgment by virtue of this act, or the laws already 
in existence in the District of Columbia: Provided, however, and it is 
hereby enacted, That the necessary beds, bedding, not exceeding one bed 
and the bedding thereof, for every two persons belonging to the family 
of every such debtor, and wearing apparel, and one cow of cach and 
every debtor and his family, against whose goods, chattels, and effects, a 
writ of fieri facias shall be issued, as aforesaid, shall not be liable to 
seizure and sale under such writ, but shall, in all cases, be exempt, 
together with the tools and implements of his trade, from the operation 
of the same; nor shall it be lawful for any person to distrain them for 
rent, 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, it shall and may be lawful 
for the several justices of the peace within the District of Columbia to 
ask and receive, for the performance of their duties under this act, such 
fees as are allowed to said justices, for similar services, by the laws at 
present in force in the said district. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That, in every action to be brought 
by virtue of this act, where the sum demanded shall exceed twenty dol- 
Jars, it shall be lawful for either of the parties to the suit, after issue joined, 
and before the justice shall proceed to inquire into the merits of the cause, 
to demand of the said justice that such action be tried by a jury; and 
upon said demand, the said justice is hereby required to issue a venire, 
under his hand and seal, directed to any constable of the county where 
said cause is to be tried, commanding him to summon twelve jurors, to 
be and appear before the justice issuing such venire, at such time and 
place as shall be therein expressed ; and the jurors thus summoned shall 
possess the qualifications, and be subject to the exceptions, now existing 
by law in the District of Columbia. 

Suc. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any of the persons so 
summoned and returned as jurors, shall not appear, or be challenged and 
set aside, the justice before whom the said cause is to be tried, shall di- 
rect the constable to summon, and return forthwith, a tales, each of whom 
shall be subject to the same exceptions as the jurors aforesaid, so as to 
make up the number of twelve, after all causes of challenge are disposed 
of by the justice; and the said twelve persons shall be the jury who shall 
try the cause, each of whom shall be sworn by the justice, well and truly 
to try the matter in difference between the parties, and a true verdict to 
give, according to evidence; and, the said jury being sworn, shall sit to- 
gether, and hear the proofs and allegations of the parties, in public, and 
when the same is gone through with, the justice shall administer to the 
constable the following oath, viz: “You do swear, that you will keep this 
jury together in some private room, without meat or drink, except water; 
that you will not suffer any person to speak to them, nor will you speak 
to them yourself unless by order of the justice, until they have agreed on 
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their verdict.” And when the jurors have agreed on their. verdict they 
shall deliver the same publicly to the justice, who is hereby required to 
give judgment, forthwith, thereon ; and the said justice is hereby author- 
ized to issue execution on said judgment, in the manner, and under the 
limitations, herein before directed. 

Sec. 17. And beit further enacted, That, in addition to the feesherein 
before provided for in trials before justices, there shall be allowed to the 
justice, for issuing a venire facias, twenty-five cents, and for swearing the 
jury, twelve and an half cents; to the jurors sworn to try, twelve and a 
half cents each; and to the constable, for summoning the jury, thirty- 
seven and an hald [half] cents. i 

ArprroveD, March 1, 1823. 


Cuar. XXV.—An Act for carrying into effect the Convention of navigation and 
commerce between the United States and France, concluded at Washington, on 
the twenty-fourth day of June, eighteen hundred and twenty-two. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act to impose a 
new tonnage duty on French ships and vessels, approved on the fifteenth 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the term of two years, 
from and after the thirtieth day of September last, articles of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture, of France, imported into the United States, in 
French vessels, shall pay an additional duty of three dollars and seventy- 
five cents per ton of merchandise, according to the tenor of the conven- 
tion of navigation and commerce between the United States and France, 
concluded on the twenty-fourth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two, over and above the duties collected upon the like articles, 
also of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of France, when imported 
in vessels of the United States: Provided always, That no discriminating 
duty shall be levied upon the productions of the soil or industry of France, 
imported in French bottoms, into the ports of the United States, for 
transit or re-exportation. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the expiration 
of two years from the said thirtieth day of September last, in case of the 
continuance in force of the said Convention, and so long as the same 
shall continue in force, the extra duties, specified in the second section of 
this act, shall, from and after the said thirtieth day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, be diminished by one-fourth of 
their whole amount; and, afterwards, by one-fourth of said amount, from 
year to year, so long as neither of the parties to the said convention shall 
have declared the intention of renouncing the same, in the manner there- 
in provided, and until the whole of such discriminating and extra duty 
shall have been done away. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, during the continuance in 
force of the said convention, the duties of tonnage, light money, pilotage, 
port charges, brockerage, [brokerage,] and all other duties, upon foreign 
shipping, over and above those paid by vessels of the United States, other 
than those specified in the second section of this act, shall not exceed, 
for French vessels, in the ports of the United States, ninety-four. cents 
per ton of the vessel’s French passport. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to berefunded, from any moneys 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, any extra duties, levied before 
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the twenty-fourth day of June last, by virtue of the act of Congress of 
the fifteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, imposing 
a new tonnage duty on French ships or vessels. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That, if the second separate article 
of the said convention, concluded on the twenty-fourth of June last, 
should be ratified by both the contracting parties thereto, and the ratifi 
cations thereof should be exchanged, on or before the twenty-third day of 
June next, then, from and after the expiration of two months, subsequent 
to the said exchange of ratifications, and during the continuance in force 
of the said separate article, the extra duties specified in the second sec- 
tion of this act shall be levied only upon the excess of value of the mer- 
chandise imported into the United States in any French vessel, over the 
value of the merchandise exported from the United States in the same 
vessel, upon the same voyage; so that, if the value of the articles exported 
shall equal or exceed that of the articles imported in the same vessel, (not 
including articles imported for transit or re-exportation,) no such extra 
duties shall be levied: and if the articles exported are less in value than 
those imported, the extra duties shall be levied only upon the amount of 
difference of their value. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all acts, or parts of acts, of Con- 
gress, incompatible with the execution of each and every article of the 
said convention, concluded on the twenty-fourth of June last, and of its 
ratified separate article, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


— 


Cuap.XXVI—Jn Act making appropriations Jor the military service of ihe 
United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, respectively, appropriated for the military ser- 
vice of the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-three, to wit: 

For the pay of the army, and subsistence of the Officers, nine hun- 
dred and eighty-eight thousand nine hundred and seven dollars and 
seventy-five cents. 

For subsistence, two hundred and seventy-six thousand one hundred 
dollars. 

For forage for officers, thirty-five thousand five hundred and twenty 
dollars. 

For the medical and hospital department, fifteen thousand six hundred 
and thirty-eight dollars. 

For the purchasing department, one hundred 
three hundred and fifty-one dollars, 

For the quartermaster general’s department, two hundred and ninety- 
seven thousand one hundred and forty-eight dollars. 

For the contingencies of the army, ten thousand dollars. 

For quartermaster’s supplies, transportation, mathematical instruments, 
books, and stationery, for the military academy, twelve thousand dol- 
lars. 

For the pensions to the invalids, 
and to the widows and orphans, three 
dollars, 

For pensions to the revolutionary pensioners of the United States, one 
million five hundred and thirty-eight thousand eight hundred and fifteen 
dollars. 


and thirty-six thousand 
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hundred and thirty-five thousand 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cu. 27. 1823. 


For the national armories, three hundred and sixty thousand dol- 
lars. 

For the current expenses of the ordnance, forty-eight thousand dol- 
lars. 

For arsenals, thirty-three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For arrearages in the War Department, prior to the first of July, 
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one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, thirty-five thousand dol- - 


lars. 

For the payment of the balance of the expenses of the militia court 
martial in the state of New York, of which brigadier general Gerard 
Steddiford was president, including the sum of one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-eight dollars eighty-nine cents, to make up the deficiency 
in the sum appropriated last year for the payment of brigadier general 
Beckman, M. Van Bueren [Buren,] a member of said court, one thou- 
sand six hundred and twenty-six dollars and eighty-nine cents. 

For the annuity to the Creek Indians, under the treaty of the eighth of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, with that tribe, 
five thousand dollars. 

For the employment of teams, and for extra pay and rations to soldiers 
to be employed for the completion of the military road from Plattsburg 
to Sackett’s Harbour, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to Captain Terry Runnels, due him for the 
ie of baggage in the late Seminole war, forty-eight dol- 
ars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums hereby ap- 
propriated shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated: Provided, however, That no money appropriated by this 
act shall be paid to any person, for his compensation, who is in arrears 
to the United States, until such person shall have accounted for, and paid 
into the treasury, all sums for which he may be liable : Provided, further, 
That nothing in this section contained shall extend to balances arising 
solely from the depreciation of treasury notes, received by such person, 
to be expended in the public service; but in all cases where the pay or 
salary of any person is withheld, in pursuance of this act, it shall be 
the duty of the accounting officer, if demanded by the party, his agent, 
or attorney, to report forthwith to the agent of the Treasury Department 
the balance due; and it shall be the duty of the said agent, within sixty 
days thereafter, to order suit to be commenced against such delinquent 
and his sureties. 

Approven, March 3, 1823. 
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Cuar. XXVU.—An Act making further appropriations for the military service 


of the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, 


and for other purposes. : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, appropriated, to wit: f ; 

For pay allowed by law to the superintendent of Indian affairs at St. 
Louis, and the several Indian agents, twenty-six thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For pay allowed by law to sub-agents, eleven thousand dollars. 

For presents to Indians, as authorized by the law of one thousand 
eight hundred and two, fifteen thousand dollars. , 

For contingent expenses of the Indian Department, ninety thousand 
dollars. 

To enable the President of the United States to take such measures 
as may be necessary to purchase the right, title, and interest, which cer- 
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tain Indians have in three several tracts of land of four hundred acres 
each, lying in the county of Tuscaroras, in the state of Ohio, which were 
granted by Congress, in seventeen hundred and ninety-six, to the society 
of United Brethren, on trust, for the sole benefit of said Indians, the pur- 
chase to be made with the consent of said Society, one thousand dollars. 

To purchase certain tracts of land, in the state of Georgia, reserved 
to the Indians, in fee, by the treaties with the Creek Indians, of the ninth 
day of August, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and of the 
eighth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one ; and 
by the treaties with the Cherokee Indians, of the eighth day of J uly, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventeen, and of the twenty-seventh day 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums bereby 
[hereby] appropriated, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated: Provided, however, That no money appro- 
priated by this act shall be paid to any person who is in arrears to the 
United States, until such person shall have accounted for, and paid into 
the treasury, all sums for which he may be liable: Provided, further, 
That nothing in this section contained shall extend to balances arising 
solely from the depreciation of treasury notes, received by such person 
to be expended in the public service; but, in all cases where the pay or 
salary of any such person is withheld, in pursuance of this act, it shail be 
the duty of the accounting officers, if demanded by the party, his agent, 
or attorney, to report forthwith to the agent of the Treasury Department, 
the balance due; and it shall be the duty of said agent, within sixty days 
thereafter, to order suit to be commenced against such delinquent and 
his sureties. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, so much of the appropria- 
tion of sixty-five thousand dollars, made by the act of the third of March, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-one, for carrying into effect the treaty of 
the eighteenth October, eighteen hundred and twenty, with the Chactaw 
[Choctaw] Indians, as remains unexpended, may, under the direction of 
the President of the United States, be employed in obtaining such a mo- 
dification of said tredty, as to have established as the eastern boundary 
of the cession made by that treaty to the Choctaws, and as the western 
boundary of the territory of Arkansas, a line due south from the south- 
west corner of the state of Missouri to Red river; and for running the 
line thus modified, and removing all obstructions to a due execution of 
the stipulations of the treaty of eighteen hundred and twenty. 

AvproveD, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XXVIII.—An Act to amend “An act for the establishment of a territorial gov- 
ernment in Florida,” and for oiher purposes. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all that territory, ceded by 
Spain to the United States, known by the name of East and West Florida, 
shall constitute a territory of the United States, under the name of the 
territory of Florida, the government whereof shall be organized and ad- 
ministered as follows : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive power shall be 
vested in a governor, who shall reside in the said territory, and hold his 
office during the term of three years, unless sooner removed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. He shall be commander-inchief of the 


(a) See notes to the act of March 30, 1822, ch. 13. 
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militia of the said territory, and be, ex-officio, superintendent of Indian 
affairs ; and shall have power to grant pardons for offenses [offences 

against the said territory, and reprieves for those against the United States 
until the decision of the President of the United States thereon shall 
be made known ; and to appoint and commission, by and with the con- 
sent of the legislative council, all officers, civil and of the militia, whose 
appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be 
i by law. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe- 
cuted. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That a secretary of the territory shall 
be appointed, who shall hold his office during the term of four years, un- 
less sooner removed by the President of the United States; whose duty 
it shall be, under the direction of the governor, to record and preserve all 
the papers and proceedings of the executive, and all the acts of the gov- 
ernor and legislative council; and transmit authentic copies of the pro- 
ceedings of the governor, in his executive department, every six months, 
to the President of the United States. , 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in case of the death, remo- 
val, resignation, or necessary absence, of the governor of the said terri- 
tory, the secretary thereof shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired, to execute all the powers, and performall the duties, of the governor, 
during the vacancy occasioned by the removal, resignation, or necessary 
absence, of the said governor ; who shall, in no case, leave the said ter- 
ritory without permission first had of the President of the United States. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the legislative powers shall 
be vested in the governor, and in thirteen fit and discreet persons of the 
territory, nine of whom shall constitute a quorum to do business, to be 
called the Jegislative council; who shall be appointed, annually, by the 
President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, from among the citizens of the United States, or from among the 
inhabitants of the territory, resident there at the cession ; but no person 
shall be eligible as a member of the said legislative council, who shall 
not have resided in the said territory at least six months previous to his 
appointment. The governor and legislative council shall have legislative 
powers over all rightful subjects of legislation ; but no law shall be valid 
which is inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United States; 
or which shall lay any person under restraint, burthen, or disability, on 
account of his religious opinions, professions, or worship. The governor 
shall publish, throughout the said territory, all the laws which shall be 
made; and shall, on or before the first of December, in each year, report 
the same to the President of the United States, to be laid before Congress ; 
which, if disapproved of by Congress, shall thenceforth be of no force. 
The governor and legislative council shall have no power over the prima- 
ry disposal of the soil, nor to tax the lands of the United. States, nor to 
interfere with the claims to lands within the said territory. The legis- 
lative council shall hold a session once in each year, commencing on the 
first Monday in May, in each and every year, but shall not continue long- 
er in session than four weeks after the first session, which shall not con- 
tinue longer than eight weeks; to be held in the city of St. Augustine, 
or at such other place or places, as the governor and council may, from 
time to time, direct. It shall be the duty of the governor to obtain all the 
information in his power in relation to the customs, habits, and dispositions, 
of the inhabitants of the said territory, and communicate the same, from 
time to time, to the President of the United States. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That every bill which shall have 
passed the legislative council, shall, before it become a law, be presented 
to the governor. If he approve of it, he shall sign it; and, if not, he 
shall return it, with his objections, in writing, to. the legislative council, 
who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to 
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reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two thirds of the members 
of the legislative council agree to pass the bill, it shall becomea law; and 
the names of the persons voting for or against the bill shall be entered on 
the journal: Provided, nevertheless, That all bills to tax the inhabitants 
of the said territory, or their property, shall, before they become laws, 
receive the sanction of Congress; except when the said bills shall au- 
thorize county, city, and town, officers to collect taxes for the use and 
benefit of their respective counties, cities, and towns; and for no other 
purposes. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power shall be 
vested in two superior courts, and in such inferior courts, and justices of 
the peace, as the legislative council of the territory may, from time to time, 
establish. There shall be a superior court for that part of the terrritory 
known as East Florida, to consist of one judge; he shall hold his court 
on the first Mondays in May and November, in each year, at St. Augus- 
tine, and at such other times and places as the legislative council shall 
direct. There shall be a superior court for that part of the territory 
known as West Florida, to consist of one judge; he shall hold a court 
at Pensacola, on the first Mondays in May and November, in each year, 
and at such other times and places as the legislative council shall direct. 
Within its limits herein described, each court shall have jurisdiction in 
all criminal cases; and exclusive jurisdiction in all capital offences; and 
original jurisdiction in all civil cases, of the value of one hundred dollars, 
arising under, and cognisable by, the laws of the territory now in force 
therein, or which may, at any time, be enacted by the legislative council 
thereof. Each judge shall appoint a clerk for his respective court, who 
shall reside, respectively, at St. Augustine and Pensacola, and they shall 
keep the records there. Each clerk shall receive for his services, in all 
cases arising under the territorial laws, such fees as shall be established 
by the legislative council. And the said judges may adjourn their re- 
spective courts to any other time or place, whenever St. Augustine or 
Pensacola shall be infected with a malignant fever; and writs of error 
and appeal from the final decisions of the said superiour [superior] courts, 
authorized by this section of this act, shall-be made to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in the same manner and under the same regulations, 
as from the circuit courts of the United States, where the amount in con- 
trovercy [controversy,] to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation of 
either party, shall exceed one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of the said superiour [su- 
perior] courts shall, moreover, have and exercise the same jurisdiction 
within its limits, in all cases arising under the laws and constitution of 
the United States, which by an act to establish the judicial courts of the 
United States, approved the twenty-fourth of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine, and “ An act in addition to the act, en- 
titled ‘ An act to establish the judicial courts of the United States, ” ap- 
proved the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, was vested in the court of Kentucky district. And writs of error 
and appeal ftom the decisions in the said superiour [superior] courts, au- 
thorized by this section of this act, shall be made to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in the same cases, and under the same regulations, 
as from the circuit courts of the United States. Theclerks, respectively, 
shall keep the records at the places where the courts are held, and shall 
receive, in all cases arising under the laws and constitution of the United 
States, the same fees which the clerk of the Kentucky district received 
for similar services, whilst that court exercised the powers of the circuit 
and district courts. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed 
two persons, learned in the law, to act as attorneys of the United 
States, as well as for the territory, one for that part of the territory 
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known as East Florida, the other for that part of the territory known 
as West Florida: to each of whom, in addition to their stated fees 
in civil cases, shall be paid, as a full compensation for all extra ser- 
vices, annually, the sum of two hundred dollars. There shall also be 
appointed two marshalls, [marshals] one for each of the said superiour 
[superior] courts, who shall, each, perform the same duties, be subject 
to the same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees 
to which marshalls [marshals] in other districts are entitled, for similar 
services; and shall, in addition, be paid the sum of two hundred dollars, 
annually, as a compensation for extra services, and shall also be subject 
to such regulations and penalties as the legislative council shall im- 
pose, while acting under, and in virtue of, the territorial laws. 

_ Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary, 
judges of the superiour [superior] courts, district. attorneys, marshalls, 
[marshals] and all general officers of the militia, shall be appointed by 
the President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. All judicial officers shall hold their offices for the term 
of four years and no longer. The governor, secretary, judges, members 
of the legislative council, justices of the peace, and all other officers, 
civil and of the militia, before they enter upon the duties of their re- 
spective offices, shall take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and for the faithful discharge of the duties of 
their office, before a judge of the Supreme or district court of the 
United States, or before a judge or justice of the peace of the terri- 
tory. The governor shall receive an annual salary of two thousand five 
hundred dollars: the secretary, of one thousand five hundred, and the 
judges, of fifteen hundred each; to be paid quarterly, out of the trea- 
sury of the United States. The members of the legislative council 
shall receive three dollars, each, per day, during their attendance in 
council, and three dollars for every twenty miles in going to, and return- 
ing from, any meeting of the legislative council, once im each session, 
and no more. The members of the legislative council shall be privi- 
leged from arrest, except in cases of treason, felony, or breach of the 
peace, during their going to, attendance at, and returning from, each 
session of said council. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the laws of the United 
States relating to the revenue and its collection, subject to the modifica- 
tion stipulated by the fifteenth article of the treaty of the twenty-second 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, in favour. of 
Spanish vessels and their cargoes, and all other public acts of the United 
States, not inconsistent or repugnant to the provisions of this act, now in 
force, or which may hereafter be in force, shall extend to, and have full 
force and effect in, the territory aforesaid. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That, to the end that the inhabi- 
tants may be protected in their liberty, property,and religion, no law shall 
ever be valid which shall impair, or in any wise restrain, the freedom of 
religious opinions, professions, and worship. They shall be entitled to the 
benefit of the writ of habeas corpus. They shall be bailable in all cases, 
except for capital offences, where the proof is evident, or the presumption 
great; all fines shall be moderate, and proportionate to the offence, and 
excessive bail shall not be required, nor cruel or unsual [unusual] punish- 
ments inflicted; no ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of 
contracts, shall ever be passed; nor shall private property be taken for 
public uses without just compensation. . 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That all free male white per- 
sons, of full age, who are house-keepers, and who have resided one 
year in the said territory, shall be qualified to act as grand and petit 
jurors in the courts of the said territory, and they shall, until the legis- 
lature thereof shall otherwise direct, be selected in such manner as the 
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judges of the said courts shall respectively prescribe, so as to be most 
conducive to an impartial trial, and be least burthensome to the inhabi- 
tants of the said territory. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That it shall not belawful for any 
person or persons to import, or bring into the said territory, from any 
port or place without the limits of the United States, or cause or procure 
to be so imported or brought, or knowingly to aid or assist in so import- 
ing or bringing, any slave or slaves; and any person so offending, and 
being thereof convicted, before any court within the said territory, having 
competent jurisdiction, shall forfeit and pay, for each and every slave, 
so imported or brought, the sum of three hundred dollars; one moiety 
for the use of the United States, and the other moiety for the use of the 
person or persons who shall sue for the same; and every slave, so im- 
ported or brought, shall, thereupon, become entitled to, and receive, his 
or her freedom. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the citizens of the said ter- 
ritory shall be entitled to one delegate to Congress, for the said territory, 
who shall possess the same powers heretofore granted to the delegates 
from the other territories of the United States: Provided, That no per- 
son shall be eligible for that office who shall not have resided at least 
twelve months in the said territory. The delegate shall be elected by 
such description of persons, at such times, and under such regulations, 
as the governor and legislative council may, from time to time, ordain and 
direct, soldiers of the United States excepted, who shall, under no 
circumstances, be qualified to vote. ; 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That an act, entitled “ An act 
for the establishment of a territorial government in Florida,” be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed, so far as the same is inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act; and that the proceedings of the last session of the 
legislative council of Florida be, and the same are hereby, confirmed, to 
remain in full force and effect until the end of the next session of the 
said council, unless sooner altered, modified, or repealed, with the excep- 
tion of all revenue laws imposing taxes on the inhabitants or their pro- 
perty, and the law authorizing the governor to borrow five thousand 
dollars on the credit of the said territory, and the law establishing 
county courts, which are hereby declared null and void ; Provided, That 
no loan of money already made or obtained, under said law, shall be 
effected [affected] by this act, and that the act approved the second of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, by the gover- 
nor, repealing all the laws and ordinances in force in the said territory, 
shall be, and is hereby, declared to have effect on the day of its passage 
by the legislative council, and not of its approval by the governor. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Canar. XXIX. — An Act amending, and supplementary to, the Act for 
ascertaining claims and titles to land in the territory of Florida,” and to 
provide for the survey and disposal of the public lands in Florida. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the powers of the board 
of commissioners heretofore appointed, for ascertaining claims and titles 
to lands in the territory of Florida, shall be confined, exclusively, to the 
examination of titles and claims in that portion of said territory, hereto- 
fore known as West Florida; and that, for ascertaining titles and claims 
in East Florida, the President is hereby authorized, in the recess of the 
Senate, to appoint three commissioners, which appointments shall be of 


(4) Sco notes to the act of. May 8, 1822, ch. 129, ante, page 709, for the decisions of the courts‘of the 
United States on titles to land in Florida, &c. 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cx. 29. 1823. 
force until the end of the next session of Congress thereafter, who ma 
appoint their secretary, and who, with their secretary, shall, within the 
district of East Florida, possess all the powers given by, perform all 
dutes [duties] required, and shall, in all respects, be subject to, the pro- 
visions and restrictions of the act of the eighth of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims 
and titles to lands in the territory of Florida,” ecept [except] so far as 
the same is altered or changed by the provisions of this act; which board 
of commissioners, heretofore appointed, with that hereafter appointed, 
shall hold their sessions, severally, at the place within their respective 
districts, heretofore designated by law; but may adjourn to some other 
convenient place within their district, and may continue their sessions until 
the second Monday in February next, when they shall make a return of 
their proceedings to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be laid before 
Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in the examination of titles 
to land before either of said boards of commissioners, the claimant or 
claimants shall not be required to produce in evidence the deraignment 
of title from the original grantee or patentee, but the commissioners shall 
confirm every claim in favour of actual settlers at the time of session [ces- 
sion] of thesaid territory to the United States, where the quantity claimed 
does not exceed three thousand five hundred acres, where such deraign- 
ment cannot be obtained, the validity of which has been recognised by 
the Spanish government, and where the claimant or claimants shall pro- 
duce satisfactory evidence of his, her, or their, right to the land claimed : 
And said commissioners shall have the power, any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding, of deciding on the validity of all claims derived from 
the Spanish government in favour of actual settlers, where the quantity 
claimed does not exceed three thousand five hundred acres. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each of the commissioners 
heretofore appointed, who has performed, and shall hereafter perform, the 
duties assigned him, shall receive compensation in proportion to that 
heretofore allowed him. And each of the commissioners hereafter 
appointed for East Florida, who shall actually perform the duties assigned 
him, shall receive the sum of two thousand dollars, as a full compensa- 
tion, payable quarterly, from the Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
district attorneys for said districts, respectively, whenever required to do 
so by the commissioners within his district, to attend them for the pur- 
pose of arguing and explaining any points of law that may be deemed 
necessary to be examined; andsaidattorney shall be entitled to the same 
compensation therefor as when attending on the district court ofsaid ter- 
ritory. 

See 5. And be it further enacted, That all claims not filed with the 
commissioners of the district, where the land claimed is situated, in the 
manner prescribed by the act to which this is an amendment, on or before 
the first day of December next, shall be held to be void and of none 
effect. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
marshall [marshal] to execute and make return of all process which may 
be issued by the said commissioners, or the commissioners may, where 
they deem it necessary, authorize and empower any other person to 
execute and return said process. pi 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, so soon’as the commissioners 
shall have decided and reported on the private claims in said territory of 
Florida, a surveyor shall be appointed for the territory of Florida, who 
shall keep his office at such place, within the said territory, as the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall designate; and shall receive the sum of 
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ae thousand dollars, payable quarterly, at the treasury of the United 
tates. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, for the disposal of the Jands 
of the United States lying in the district of East Florida, a land office 
shall be established and kept at such place, within said district, as the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall direct; and that, for the disposal of the 
lands of the United States lying in the district of West Florida, a land 
office shall be established at such place, in said district, as the President 
of the United States shall direct. ` 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That, so soon as, in the opinion of 
the President of the United States, there shall be a sufficient quantity of 
the public lands surveyed, within either of the districts of East or West 
Florida, to authorize the opening of one or both of the land offices afore- 
said, he shall cause the same to be opened, and shall proceed, from time 
to time, to appoint, with the advice and consent of the Senate, for each 
of the said offices, a register and receiver of the public moneys, who shall 
give security, in the same sums, and in the same manner, and whose 
compensation, emoluments, duties, and authority, shall, in every respect, 
be the same, in relation to the lands to be disposed of at their offices as 
are or may be provided by law in relation to the registers and receivers 
of public moneys, in the several land offices established for the disposal 
of the public lands of the United States. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That, whenever a land office 
shall have been established in either of the districts aforesaid, and a 
register and receiver of public moneys appointed for the same, the 
President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to direct so much of the public lands, lying in such district, as shall have 
been surveyed according to law, to be offered for sale, in the same man- 
ner, and with the same reservations and exceptions, and on the same 
terms and conditions, in every respect, as have been or may hereafter be, 
provided for the sale of the public lands of the United States. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That an entire township, in each 
of the districts of East and West Florida, shall be reserved from sale, for 
the use of a seminary of learning, to be located by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That all the navigable rivers and 
waters in the districtsofEast and West Florida shall be, and forever re- 
main, public highways. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act, approved 
the eighth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, en- 
titled “ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land in the territory 
of Florida,” as is inconsistent with the provisions of this act, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed; and so much thereof as provides for the ap- 
pointment of a surveyor general, and allows him to charge fees, is hereby 
repealed. 

Aprroven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XXX.—4n Act providing for the examination of the titles to land in that 
part of the state of Louisiana, situated between the Rio Hondo and the Sabine 
river. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all that tract of country 
situated. between the Rio Hondo and Sabine river, within the state of 
Louisiana, and, previously to the treaty. of the twenty-second of Febru- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, between the United 


of Louisiana, at- States and Spain, called the neutral territory, be, and the same is hereby, 
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attached to the district south of Red river; and the register and receiver 
of the land office, in said district, are required to receive and record all 
written evidences of claim to land in said tract of country, derived from 
and issued by, the Spanish government of Texas, prior to the twentieth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and three, according to 
the regulations, as to the granting of lands, the laws and ordinances of 
said government, and to receive and record all evidences of claim, founded 
on occupation, habitation and cultivation, designating particularly the 
time and manner in which each tract was occupied, inhabited, or culti- 
vated, prior to, and on, the twenty-second February, eighteen hundred 
and nineteen, and the continuance thereof subsequent to that time, with 
the extent of the improvement on each tract, and to receive and record 
such evidence as may be produced, touching the performance of the con- 
ditions required to be performed by any holder of any grant, concession, 
warrant, or order of survey, or other written evidence of claim, and on 
which the validity of such claim may have depended under the govern- 
ment from which it emanated, and to receive and record all evidence of 


fraud in obtaining or issuing the written evidence of such claims, and ` 


of their abandonment or forfeiture. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the register and receiver, 
as aforesaid, shall transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury, a complete 
record of all the claims presented to them under this act, and the evi- 
dence appertaining to each claim, and shall also make out and transmit, to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, an abstract containing the whole number 
of claims, in four distinct classes, the first of which shall contain a speci- 
fication of the nature and extent of complete titles, the time when, and by 
whom, issued,and to whom, with the dateof any transfer, the name of the 
person transferring, and to whom transferred, and where theconditions of 
such grant or patent have been complied with; thesecond shall contain all 
claims founded on written evidence and not embraced in the first class, and 
where the conditions on which the perfection thereof into complete titles 
may have depended, according to the laws and ordinances of the Spanish 
government, are shown to have been complied with: the third class shall con- 
sist of claims founded on habitation, occupation, or cultivation, previously 
to twenty-second of February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, 
and in the manner which would have entitled the claimants to a title 
under the government exercising the sovereign power over that tract of 
country, and which, in their opinion, ought to be confirmed ; the fourth 
class shall consist of those claims, which, in the opinion of the register 
and receiver, ought not to be confirmed: Provided, That nothing con- 
tained in this act shall be considered as a pledge on the part of Con- 
gress to confirm any claim thus reported. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the re- 
gister and receiver aforesaid, after suitable notice to claimants, of the 
time and place of their meeting, and the object thereof, be given by 
them, to hold their session at Natchitoches, so long as may be necessary 
for the performance of the duties herein prescribed, and shall be allowed 
the sum of five hundred dollars each, asa full compensation for the ser- 
vices required to be performed by this act. 

Approven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XXX1—An Act making appropriations for the support of government for 
twenty-three. 


the year one thousand eight hundred and 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, respectively, appropriated for the service of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and teati MEE that- is to say: 
` 3 
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For compensation to the officers, and attendants, of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, twenty-nine thousand two hundred dollars, 

For the expenses of fuel, stationery, printing, and all other contin- 
gent expenses of the two Houses of Congress, forty thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of the library of Congress, including the salary of 
the librarian, one thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the gradual increase of the library, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the President of the United States, twenty-five 
thousand dollars, 

For compensation to the Vice President of the United States, five thou- 
sand dollars, 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the Department of State, per act 
of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
fifteen thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said department, including 
the messenger in the patent office, one thousand four hundred dollars, 
in full of all allowances. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the Department of State, 
including the expenses of printing the laws, and for extra copying of 
papers, eighteen thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For preparing and reporting an additional commercial digest, pursuant 
to a resolution of the House of Representaves, [Representatives,] of the 
twenty-first January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, one 
thousand dollars. 

i For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, six thousand 
ollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, per act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen, ten thousand four hundred dollars. 

For an additional clerk in said office, from first of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, to thirty-first of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
five dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand and 
fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the first comptroller of the treasury, three thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the first comptroller, 
per act of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
seventeen thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand and 
fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the second comptroller of the treasury, three 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the second comptroller, 
per act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eigh- 
teen, nine thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the first auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
dollars, 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the frst auditor of the 
treasury, per act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and eighteen, fifteen thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 


3 ie compensation to the second auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
ollars. 
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For compensation to the clerks in the office of th i 
. € seco 
sixteen thousand two hundred dollars, nd auditor, 


For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundre 


dollars, in full of all allowances. oe, 
compensation to the third auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
oHars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the third audito 
twenty-three thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. ee aoar, 

For compensation to the messenger and assistant in said offi 
thousand and fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. ae 
: ee compensation to the fourth auditor of the treasury, three thousand 

oliars, 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the fourth auditor, per 
act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
fifteen thousand and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

i is compensation to the fifth auditor of the treasury, three thousand 
ollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the fifth anditor, per 


act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, , 


ten thousand five hundred dollars. 

For two clerks to complete the duties of the commissioner of the 
revenue, transferred to the office of the fifth auditor, two thousand 
five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For one clerk on the business of the agent of the treasury, transferred 
to the office of the fifth auditor, one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred dol- 
lars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the treasurer of the United States, three thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the treasurer, per act 
of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, five 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to an additional clerk, and also for an assistant to 
the chief clerk, as allowed since the first of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen, twelve hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the commissioner of the general land office, three 


thousand dollars. : OS 
For compensation to the clerks in the office of: said commissioner, 


per act of twentieth of Apmil, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 


twenty-two thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 


For compensation to the messenger in said office, and pay of alabourer, 


nine hundred and forty dollars, in full of all allowances. : 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the register, per act 
of twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen; twenty- 
two thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger, including the allowance for stamp- 
ing ships’ registers, eight hundred dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For an assistant messenger in said office, three hundred. and fifty dol- 
lars, in fall of all allowances. on : 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink- 
ing fund,two hundred and fifty dollars. hg oe 

For allowance to the person employed in: transmitting passports and 
sea-letters, for expense of translating foreign languages 1n the office of 
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the Secretary of the Treasury ; for stationery, fuel, printing, and all other 
incidental and contingent expenses, in the Treasury Department, and 
the several offices therein, including the expenses of stating and print- 
ing the public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-three, thirty thousand three hundred dollars. 

For allowance to the superintendent and four watchmen, employed 
for the security of the state and treasury buildings, for the repairs 
of engines, hose and buckets, one thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the Secretary of War, 
twenty-two thousand six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand and 
fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the paymaster general, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the paymaster gencral, 
three thousand one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the commissary general of purchases, three thou- 
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the commissary gene- 
ral of purchases, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said office, seven hundred 
dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the adjutant general, 
two thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the ordnance office, two thousand 
nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the commissary gene- 
ral of subsistence, two thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the chief engineer, two 
thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerk in the surgeon general’s office, one 
thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the War Department, including fuel, 
stationery, &c., six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the Secretary of the 
Navy, per act of the twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen, eight thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand and 
fifty dollars in full of all allowances. 

For the contingent expenses of said office, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the commissioners of the navy board, ten thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

For. compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the navy 
board, two thousand dollars. i 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the commissioners of 
the navy board, per act of twentieth April, one thousand eight hundred 
and eighteen, three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation of three clerks, and a draftsman, as allowed by the 
acts of appropriation since the first of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and nineteen, four thousand dollars. : 

For compensation to the messenger, in said office, seven hundred dol- 
lars, in full of all allowances. 

For contingent expenses of said office, seventeen hundred dollars. 

For allowance to the superintendent, and four watchmen, employed for 
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ie aes eae aude eel oe and for the incidental and 

A ! , g oil, fuel, and candles, two thousand and 
sixty-eight dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster General, four thousand dollars. 
ee compensation to two assistant postmasters general, five thousand 

For compensation to the clerks in the general post-office, per act of 
twentieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, twenty-two 
thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For additional clerk hire, and other expenses in the general post- 
office, for the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, three 
thousand four hundred and eighty-one dollars and ninety-eight cents. 

For the salaries of two additional clerks in the general post-office, 
one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said office, one thousand 
and fifty dollars, in full of all allowances. 

For contingent expenses of said office, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor general, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the surveyor general, 
two thousand one hundred dollars. 

‘ = compensation to the surveyor south of Tennessee, two thousand 
ollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of said surveyor, one 
thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor in Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, 
two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the said surveyor, two 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor in Alabama, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of the said. surveyor, 
one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the commissioner of the public buildings, at 
Washington city, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the late commissioner of loans in Georgia, from 
the second of September, one thousand eight hundred and eight, to the 
thirteenth of June, one thousand eight hundred and ten ; and for print- 
ing and stationery, as settled at the treasury, one thousand three hun- 
dred and sixty-five dollars seventy-two cents. 

For compensation to the officers and clerk of the mint, nine.thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

For persons employed in the different operations of the mint,. ten 
thousand dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses, and repairs, cost of machinery, 
and for allowance of wastage in the gold and silver coinage, of the mint, 
ten thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary, of the 
Arkansas territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses ofthe Arkansas territory,three hundred and 
fifty dollars. sae 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary, of the Michi- 
gan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. i 

For the contingent expenses of the Michigan territory, 
and fifty dollars. . 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary; of the Florida 
territory, including arrearges [arrearages] for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two, eleven thousand six hundred and forty-nine dol- 
lars and seventy cents. 

For compensation and travelling expenses of the members of the 
legislative council; and for the contingent expenses of the territory; 

Vor. HI.—96 3s 2 : 


three hundred 
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including arrearges [arrearages] for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two, thirteen thousand three hundred and eighty-six dollars 
and fifty-four cents. 

For compensation to three commissioners to setile land claims in said 
territory, including arrearges [arrearages] for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two, nine thousand eight hundred and ninety dollars 
and eleven cents. 

For compensation to the chief justice, the associate judges, and 
district judges, of the United States, including the chief justice and asso- 
ciate judges of the District of Columbia, seventy-eight thousand four 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the attorney general of the United States, three 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerk in the office of the attorney general, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the reporter of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to sundry district attorneys and marshalls [marshals,] 
as granted by law, including those in the several territories, nine thou- 
sand nine hundred seventy-three dollars and sixty-three cents. 

For defraying the expenses of the Supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the District of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, penalties, and for- 
feitures, and for defraying the expenses of prosecutions for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, sixty- 
five thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions, granted by the late and present 
governments, two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the support and maintenance of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
stakeages, including the purchase of oil, keepers’ salaries, repairs, and 
improvements, and contingent expenses, one hundred and two thousand 
four hundred and forty-one dollars and sixty-five cents. 

For procuring and placing three buoys on the bar near the port of 
Georgetown, South Carolina, in addition to the sum heretofore appropri- 
ated for that object, six hundred dollars. 

For surveying the public lands of the United States, one hundred and 
ninety-seven thousand dollars. 

For carrying on the centre building of the Capitol, one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

For payment to John Trumbull, for paintings commemorative of the 
most important events of the revolution, six thousand dollars. 

For stationery and books, for the offices of commissioners of loans, 
six thousand and thirty-five dollars and ninety-three cents. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall be admitted in due course of 
settlement at the treasury, six thousand dollars. 

For the salaries of the ministers of the United State [States] to Lon- 
don, Paris, St. Petersburg, Lisbon and Madrid, with the salaries of their 
several secretaries of legation and the salaries of the charge d’affaires at 
the Hague and at Stockholm, sixty-four thousand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of those missions, ten thousand dollars. 

For the salaries of the agents of claims at London and Paris, eight 
thousand dollars. 

For the salaries of the commissioners, secretary, clerk, and messenger, 
together with the contingent expenses of the commission under the elev- 
enth article of the treaty with Spain, of the twenty-second of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, eighteen thousand dollars. 

For expenses of carrying into effect the fifth, sixth, and seventh, articles 
of the treaty of Ghent, concluded on the twenty-fourth of December, one 
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thousand eight hundred and fourteen, including the compensation of the 
commissioners, agents, and surveyors, and their contingent expenses, six- 
teen thousand dollars. 

For the corporation of the city of Washington, to re-imburse the said 
corporation a just portion of the expense of making streets, and other 
improvements, adjoining the public property, five thousand dollars. 

For carrying into execution the convention recently ratified, relating 
to the slaves carried away in contravention to the first article of the treaty 
of Ghent, twenty thousand dollars. 

For surveying and marking the boundary line between the state of 
Missouri and territory of Arkansas, the sum of three thousand dollars, 
to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums hereby appro- 
priated, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated: Provided, however, That no money appropriated by this act, 
shall be paid to any person, for his compensation, who is in arrears to the 
United States, until such person shall have accounted for, and paid into 
the treasury, all sums fur which he may be liable: Provided further, That 
nothing in this section contained shall extend to balances, arising solely 
from the depreciation of treasury notes, received by such person, to be 
expended in the public service, or to the appropriation for compensation 
to the Vice President of the United States; but in all cases where the 
pay or salary of any person is withheld in pursuance of this act, it shall 
be the duty of the accounting officer, if demanded by the party, his agent 
or attorney, to report, forthwith, to the agent of the Treasury Department, 
the balance due; and it shall be the duty of the said agent, within sixty 
days thereafter, to order suit to be commenced against such delinquent 
and his sureties. 

Appnovep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XXXII. —An Act making appropriations for the support of the navy of 
the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the navy for the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three, the following sums be, and the same are hereby, respectively ap- 
propriated : 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, 
nine hundred and twenty-nine thousand five hundred and three dollars 
and twelve cents, including the sum of twenty-six thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-six dollars for six months’ pay for the petty officers, able 
seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, required for a frigate of forty-four 

uns. 
s For provisions,two hundred and twenty thousand dollars. i 

For medicines, hospital stores,and all expenses on account of the sick, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For the repairs of vessels, three hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars. ‘ 

For the improvement of navy yards, docks and wharves, eighty-two 


thousand dollars. 
For ordnance and ordnance stores, including small arms, manufacture 
of powder, &c. twenty thousand dollars. : 
For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, store-keepers, m- 
spectors of timber, clerks of the yards, and artificers, forty-four thousand 
six hundred and fifty dollars, including the sum. of four thousand one 
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hundred dollars, to cover a deficiency in the appropriation of the year 
eighteen hundred and twenty-two. 

For labourers and teams employed in loading and unloading vessels, 
piling, docking, and removing timbers, stores, &c. and fuel for the engine, 
thirty thousand dollars, including the sum of ten thousand dollars to 
cover a deficiency in the appropriation of the year eighteen hundred and 
twenty-two. 

For contingent expenses, two hundred and twenty thousand dollars, 

For erecting and completing houses over ships in ordinary, for their 
preservation from the weather, eighty thousand dollars. 

For the construction of a dock and wharves, in connection with the 
inclined plane erected at the navy yard in Washington, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, one hundred and seventy- 
six thousand four hundred and seventy-four dollars. 

For clothing for the same, twenty-nine thousand dollars. 

For fuel for the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
six thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

For contingent expenses for the same, that is to say, fuel for the com- 
missioned officers, bed sacks, repairing barracks, transportation, and 
travelling expenses to officers, postage of letters, armorers, and armorers’ 
tools, and stationery with extra rations to officers, fourteen thousand 
dollars. 

To enable the President of the United States to carry into effect the 
act entitled “An act in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave trade,” 
fifty thousand dollars. 

For shot, shells, and military stores, being the amount of the unex- 
pected [unexpended] balance of appropriations for previous years, four 
thousand and thirty-five dollars and ninety-five cents. 

For military stores of the marine corps, being the amount of the un- 
expended balance of appropriations for previous years, ten thousand five 
hundred dollars and thirty-five cents. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums hereby 
appropriated, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated: Provided, however, That no money appropriated by 
this act, shall be paid to any person, for his compensation, who is in ar- 
rears to the United States, until such person shall have accounted for, 
and paid into the treasury, all sums for which he may be liable: Pro- 
vided, further, That nothing in this section contained, shall extend to 
balances arising solely from the depreciation of treasury notes, received by 
such person to be expended in the public service; but in all cases where the 
pay or salary of any person is withheld, in pursuance of this act, it shall 
be the duty of the accounting officer,if demanded by the party, his agent 
or attorney, to report forthwith to the agent of the Treasury Department, 
the balance due: and it shall be the duty of the said agent, within sixty 
days thereafter, to order suit to be commenced against such delinquent 
and his sureties. 

Approve, March 3, 1823. 


Crap. XXXIU.—An Act to discontinue certain post-roads and to establish 
others. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following post-routes 
be discontinued, to wit: 

In Massachusetts.—From Monson to Palmer. 

From Brimfield to Sturbridge. 
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In Rhode Island—From Providence to Chepachet, in Glocester. 
In Pennsylvania—From Greersburg, in Beaver county, through 
3 > g 
Mount Jackson, New Castle, and Mercer, to Franklin. 

In North Carolina—So much of the route from Warrenton, North 
Carolina, to Edonton, [Edenton,] as lies between Halifax and Murfrees- 
borough. 

The route from Tarborough to Scotland Neck, and from Stantonsburg 
to Fayetteville. ‘ 

In Kentucky—From Bowling Green to Corydon, in Indiana. 

In Tennessee.—From Lebanon to Mount Richardson. 

In Ohio.—From Chillicothe, through Wilmington, in Clinton county, 
and Lebanon, in Warren county, to Cincinnati. 

In the Floridas—From Fensacola to St. Marks, thence to Vollutia 
Dexter’s, on St. John’s river, and thence to St. Augustine, 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the following mail-routes 
shall be, and the same are hereby, established, to wit: 

In Maine.—From Scowhegan Bridge, in Canaan, Somersett county, 
passing through Madison and Solon, to Solon post-office. 

From the town of Harmony, in the county of Somersett, through 
Ripley, Parkman, Sangerville, Guilford, Foxcraft, and Dover, to Sebee, 
in the county of Penobscott. 7 

From Belfast to Frankfort, through Swanville and Monroe, in lieu of 
the present route, which is hereby repealed. 

In Massachusetts—From Springfield through Wilbraham, Monson, 
Brimfield, Sturbridge, and Southbridge, to Thompson, in Connecticut, 
and thence through Chepachet, to Providence, in Rhode Island. 

In Connecticut.—From Spencers corner, in Northeast, Dutchess 
county, New York, by the meeting house, in Salisbury, to the post-office 
in North Canaan. 

In New Hampshire—From Hancock, through Stoddart, to Marlow. 

From Crawford’s, in Nash and Sawyer’s location, to Littleton post- 
office. 

In Vermont.—From Poultney to Whitehall, in New York. 

In New York.—From Almond, by Alfred, to Independence in Alle- 
gany county. 

From Wayne, Steuben county, to Trumansburgh, in Tompkins 
county. 

From Buffaloe, in Erie, to Olean, in the county of Cataragus, pass- 
ing through the towns of Hamburg, Boston, Concord, and Ellicotts- 
ville. 

From Elliott’s, by Royalton, to Hartland post-office. 

From the village of Greene, in Chenango county, to Cincinnatus, in 
Courtland county, passing through the Big Flats, in the town of Smith- 
field, and Livermore’s tavern, in Germantown. 

From Morgansville, at the mouth of the Tonnewonta creek,in Niagara 
county, to Lockport. 

From Potsdam, on the turnpike, by Canton, to Ogdenburgh on the 
mail-route from Plattsburgh, by Malone, to Ogdensburgh. 

From Albany to Ranslaerville, [Rensselaerville,] through the towns 
of Bethlehem and Burn, to intersect the post-road from Albany. to 
Susquehanna, by the way of the Delaware turnpike, to Milfordville. ; 

In Pennsylvania.—From the city of Lancaster, along the White 
Horse [House] road, to where it intersects the state road leading from 
West Chester to M’Call’s Ferry. 

From Kimberton to the Yellow Springs. 

From Greersburgh, in Beaver county, through Mount Jackson and 
New Castle, to Harlemburg. f 

From Warren, in the county of Warren, to Olean, in New York; tò 
pass by the mouth of Great Valley and Kinkum Creeks. 
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From Mercer, in the county of Mercer, to Franklin, in the county of 
Venango. 

From the South Branch of Towanda creek, in Bradford county, by 
way of the Susquehanna and Tioga turnpike, to Elmira, in the state of 
New York. 

From Allentown, Lehigh county, through Heidelburgh township, to 
Mauehchunk, in Northampton county. 

In New Jersey—From Flagtown to Somerville. 

From Trenton, by Allentown and Crosswick, to Bordentown. 

In Virginia.—From Fredericksburg, by Danielsburg, Orange Springs, 
and River Bank, to Orange Courthouse. 

That the route from Lombardy Grove, in Mecklenburg county, do 
pass by Hakinton and Langley’s old store, to St. Tammany, in said 
county. 

That the route from Richmond to King and Queen Courthouse, do 
pass through Walkerton and Stevensville. 

From Giles’ Courthouse, by Charles Dingess’s, Samuel Park’s and 
Shoemate’s, the Falls of Guyandotte, to Barbersville in Cabell county. 

From Boon’s, in Montgomery, to Grayson Courthouse. 

From Hull’s store, in Pendleton, to the Courthouse of Pocahontas. 

From New London, to Calland’s store, in Pittsylvania, to pass through 
Leesville, in Campbell county. 

From Richmond, along the road called Le Pradt’s, by Powhatan Court- 
house, to Farmsville, instead of the route now established. 

From Richmond, by Chesterfield Courthouse, Mechanics’ Inn, Coles- 
ville, Wilkinsonville, Genits Bridge, Tunstilville, Cassell’s store, Amelia 
Courthouse, Paineville, and James Town, to Farmville, instead of the 
route now established. 

In North Carolina.—From Baltimore, Maryland, by water, to Norfolk, 
in Virginia, from thence, passing through Murfreesborough, Halifax, and 
direct to Tarborough; and from thence, through Stantonsburgh, and 
Waynesborough, to Fayetteville, in North Carolina. 

That the route from Fayetteville to Wadesborough, be so altered as to 
pass from Rockingham, by Snudsborough, to Wadesborough, and return 
by Beard’s store, Allenton, Steel’s mills, and Morris’s Store to Fayette- 
ville. 

From Salisbury to Lincolnton and Wilksborough, now established, 
do return to Salisbury by Sherrell’s Ford, Lincoln county, and Mrs. 
Stewart’s, in Iredell county. 

In South Carolina.—From Cheraw to Coburn’s store, in North Caro- 
lina. . 
From Spartansburg Courthouse to York, by Hancockville, Gandy’s 
store, Hopewell, and Thompson’s tan-yard. 

In Georgia.—From Monticello to Covington, Newton county, then 
to Henry Courthouse, then to Monroe Courthouse, and thence to Mon- 
ticello. 

In Tennessee.—From Columbia, by Waynesborough, in Wayne county, 
Hardinsville, in Hardin county, Perry Courthouse, in Perry county, Lex- 
ington, in Henderson county, Carroll Courthouse, in Carroll county, 
and the town of Jackson, in Madison couhty, to Memphis, in Shelby 
county. 

From Athens, formerly Mount Pleasant, in the county of McMin, by 
the way of Columbus, to the Spring place, on the Georgia road, in the 
Cherokee nation. 

In Kentucky—From Flemingsburg to Owingsville, to go alter- 
nately by its present route and by Poplar plains, Alexander’s mills, on 
Licking, and thence to Owingsville, instead of the route by Anderson’s 
mills, on said river. 

From Burksville to Knoxville, in Tennessee 
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om Aes Prestonsburg, in Floyd county, to the Courthouse in Pike 

From Perry Courthouse to Mount Pleasant, in Harlan county. 

From Bowling Green to Louisville, by Woodsonville, Monfordsville, 
Elizabeth, and the mouth of Salt river; and that the present route from 
Louisville to Woodsonville be discontinued, as soon as the route now 
established is carried into operation. 

From Hopkinsville to Eddyville, to go and return by Cadiz instead of 
by the Rockey Ridge [Rocky Ridge.] 

In Ohio—That the route heretofore established from Dayton direct 
to Troy, shall be so changed as to go by Union, in Montgomery county, 
and Milton, in Miami county, and then to Troy. 

That the route from Williamsburg, the seat of justice of Clermont 
county, to Lebanon, in Warren county, shall be so altered as to pass 
through the towns of Goshen, Hopkinsville, and Deerfield. 

; From Lancaster, through Circleville, in Pickaway county, Washington, 
in Fayette county, Wilmington, in Clinton county, and Lebanon, in 
Warren county, to Cincinnati. 

From Lebanon, in Warren county, to Hamilton, in Butler county, be 
continued from Indianapolis, in Indiana, to Anderson’s town, by way of 
William Conner’s, once in two weeks. 

In Illinois.—F rom Green Courthouse, by George Cadwell’s, in Morgan 
county, to Springfield, in Sangamo county; and from Palestine to the 
seat of justice in Clark county, to the seat of justice in Edgar county; and 
from the seat of justice in Sangamo, to Stephen Stilman’s, in Fancy 
Grove. 

From Shawneetown to Hamilton Courthouse. 

From Harrisonville, by Converse’s mill, Columbia, and Cahokia, to 
St. Louis, in lieu of the present route from Harrisonville to St. Louis, 
which is hereby discontinued. 

From Carrolton, by the mouth of Apple creek, Ross’ settlement in 
Pike county, in Illinois, to Louisianaville, in Missouri, and from Coles’ 
Grove, in Pike county, to Carrolton; and the route from Alton to Louisia- 
naville is hereby discontinued. 

Jn Alabama.—F rom Claiborne, by the Tensaw, to Blakely. 

From Tuscaloosa to Columbus, by Pickins’ Courthouse, in lieu of the 
present route, which is hereby discontinued. 

From Greensborough, by Erie, through what is called the Forks of 
the Tombigbee and Black Warrior rivers, by the Garden spot, to the 
Courthouse of Pickens’ county. 

From Cahaba to Greensborough. 

From St. Steven’s, by the way of Fort Stoddart, to Mobile. 

From Fort Dale, by Emmett’s store, in Butler county, to Cahaba. 

From Hartford, in the state of Georgia, by Early Courthouse, Attawa’s 
store, in Henry county, Alabama, Pike and Covington Courthouses, to 
Sparta, and that the route heretofore established, from Fort Hawkins, by 
Fort Ganes [Gaines] to Conicu Courthouse, to be discontinued. 

In Missouri—From St. Louis, to Boonville, by Winchester, Ninian 
Hamilton’s, in the western parts of St. Louis county; Newport, the seat 
of justice from [for] Franklin county ; Gasgonade, the seat of justice of 
Gasgonade county, the city of Jefferson, the seat of government of the 
state; and Marion, the seat of justice from [for] Cole county. 7 

In Michigan Territory—From Detroit, by Pontiac, to the Military 
post at Saganaw. i 

In the Floridas.—From Pensacola, Preolata, on the river St. J ohn’s, to 
St. Augustine, the most convenient and practicable route in the discre- 
tion of the Postmaster General. ; 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That all waters on which steam- 
boats regularly pass from port to-port, shall be considered and established 
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as post-roads, subject to the provisions contained in the several acts regu- 
lating the Post-office establishment. 

Approve, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XXXIV.—An Act to continue in force the act, entitled “An act to 
provide for reports of decisions of the Supreme Court,” passed the third day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and seventeen. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the reporter who shall, 
from time to time, be appointed by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, to report its decisions, shall be entitled to receive, from the trea- 
sury of the United States, as an annual compensation for his services, 
the sum of one thousand dollars; Provided, nevertheless, The said com- 
pensation shall not be paid unless the said reporter shall print and publish, 
or cause to be printed and published, the decisions of said court, made 
during the time he shall act as such reporter, within nine months after 
such decisions shall be made; and shall deliver eighty copies of the 
decisions, so printed and published, to the Secretary of State, without 
any expense to the United States; which copies shall be distributed as 
follows, to wit: to the President of the United States, the judges of the 
Supreme Court, the judges of the district courts, the Attorney General 
of the United States, the Secretaries of State, Treasury, War, and Navy, 
the comptrollers of the treasury, and the judges of the several territories 
of the United States, one copy each; five copies for the use of each 
House of Congress; and the residue of the copies shall be deposited in 
the library of Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in case of the death, resig- 
nation, ordismission from office, of either of the officers before mentioned, 
the said copies of the decisions, delivered to them as aforesaid, shall 
belong to, and be delivered over to, their successors in said offices. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be, and con- 
tinue, in force for three years, and no longer. 

Approve, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XXXV. —.An Act to carry into effect the ninth article of the treaty 
concluded between the United States and Spain, the twenty-second day of 
February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen. (b) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the judges of the supe- 
rior courts established at St. Augustine and Pensacola, in the territory of 
Florida, respectively, shall be, and they are hereby, authorized and direct- 
ed to receive and adjust all claims, arising within their respective juris- 
dictions, of the inhabitants of said territory, or their representatives, 
agreeably to the provisions of the ninth article of the treaty with Spain, 
by which the said territory was ceded to the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in all cases in which said 
judges shall decide in favour of the claimants, the decisions, with the 
evidence on which they are founded, shall be, by the said judges, reported 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, who, on being satisfied that the same is 
just and equitable, within the provisions of the said treaty, shall pay the 
amount thereof to the person or persons in whose favour the same is 
adjudged, out of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Arrrovenp, March 3, 1823. 


deai PEE oe Se ST cece 
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Cuar. XXXVI. -An Act to amend the ordinance and acts of Congress for the 
government of the territory of Michigan, and Sor other purposes. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all citizens of the 
United States, having the qualifications prescribed by the act, entitled 
“An act authorizing the election of a delegate from the Michigan terri- 
tory to the Congress of the United States, and extending the right of 
suffrage to the citizens of said territory,” approved February the sixteenth, 
eighteen hundred and nineteen, shall be entitled to vote at any public 
election in the said territory, and shall be eligible to any office therein. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the same powers which were 
granted to the governor, legislative council, and House of Representa- 
tives, of the North-western territory, by the ordinance of Congress, passed 
on the thirteenth day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
which powers are transferred to the territory of Michigan by the act, 
entitled “ An act to divide the Indiana territory into two separate govern- 
ments,” approved January the eleventh, eighteen hundred and five, are 
hereby conferred upon, and shall be exercised by the governor and a 
legislative council: which council shall consist of nine persons, any five 
of whom shall be a quorum, and who shall serve for the term of two 
years, and be appointed as follows, to wit: At the next election of the 
delegate to Congress from the said territory, after the passing of this act, 
the qualified electors shall choose, by ballot, eighteen persons, having the 
qualifications of electors; and such election shall be conducted, certified, 
and the result declared, agreeably to the territorial law prescribing the 
mode of electing such delegate. But the time and manner of electing 
the members of the legislative council shall, after the first election, 
be prescribed by the legislature of the said territory; and the names 
of the eighteen persons, having the greatest number of votes, shall be 
transmitted by the governor of the said territory, to the President of 
the United States, who shall nominate, and, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appoint therefrom, the said legislative 
council; and’ vacancies occurring in the said council shall be filled in 
the same manner, from the list transmitted as aforesaid: And the Presi- 
dent shall have power, in the recess of the Senate, to make the appoint- 
ments authorized by this act; but all appointments, so made, shall be 
submitted to the Senate at their next session, for confirmation. The 
first legislative council shall be assembled at such time and place as 
the governor shall, by proclamation, designate. No session, in any one 
year, shall exceed the term of sixty days, nor shall any act passed by the 
governor and the legislative council be valid, after the same- shall have 
been disapproved by Congress, The members of the legislative coun- 
cil shall receive two dollars each, per day, during their attendance at the 
sessions thereof, and two dollars for every twenty miles in going to, and 
returning therefrom, in full compensation for their services, and which 
shall be paid by the United States: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to affect the right of the citizens of said terri- 
tory to elect a delegate to Congress; and the duties required of the 
govenor [governor] and judges by the act referred to in the first section 
of this act, shall be performed by the govenor [governor] and legislative 
council. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the powers and duties of the 
judges of the said territory shall be regulated. by such laws as are, or 
may be, in force therein; and the said judges shall possess a chancery, 
as well as common law, jurisdiction. The tenure of office of the said 
judges shall be limited to four years: and on the first day of February, 
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one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, and every four years there- 
after,the office of each of the said judges shall become vacant: Provided, 
That nothing in this act contained shall be so construed as to deprive 
the judges of the territory of the jurisdiction conferred upon them by the 
laws of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislature shall have 
power to submit, at any time, to the people of the said territory, the 
question, whether a general assembly shall be organized agreeably to the 
provisions of the ordinance aforesaid ; and, if a majority of the qualified 
electors shall be in favour of such organization, then the powers vested 
by this act in the legislative council shall cease and determine, and a ge- 
neral assembly shall be organized, in conformity with the said ordinance, 
subject to the following provision: The govenor [governor] of the said 
territory shall divide the same into five districts, and the qualified voters 
in each district shall elect one member of the legislative council, which 
shall possess the same powers heretofore granted to the legislative council 
of the North-western territory; and the members of the council shall hold 
their offices four years ; and until there shall be five thousand free white 
male inhabitants, of twenty-one years and upwards, in said territory, the 
whole number of Representatives to the general assembly shall not be 
less than seven, nor more than nine, to be apportioned by the govenor 
[governor] to the several counties in the said territory, agreeably to the 
number of free white males above the age of twenty-one years, which 
they may contain: but after the organization of the general assembly, the 
apportionment of the representation shall be made by such assembly: 
Provided, That there shall not be more than twelve, nor less than seven, 
of the whole number of representatives, until there shall be six thousand 
free white male inhabitants, above the age of twenty-one years; after 
which, the number of representatives shall be regulated agreeably to 
the ordinance aforesaid. 

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the govenor [governor] of the 
said territory shall have power to grant pardons for offences against the 
laws of the said territory,and reprieves for those against the United States, 
until the decision of the President theron [thereon] shall be made known. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That, so much of the ordinance 
aforesaid, and Jaws of the United States, as are inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act, be, and the same are hereby, as respects the territory 
of Michigan, repealed. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of June next, there shall be but one clerk of the supreme court of the 
territory of Michigan, who shall perform all the duties of clerk of said 
court, whether sitting as a circuit and district court, or as judges of the 
territorial court. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the accounting officers of the 
treasury shall settle and adjust the accounts of John J. Deming, making 
him a reasonable allowance for his services as clerk of said district and 
circuit court, up to the first day of June next, and that the same be paid 
out of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Arproven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuap. XXXVII.—An Act in addition to the act, entitled ** An act for the prompt set- 
tlement of public accounts,” and for the punishment of the crime of perjury. (a) 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, in the settlement of ac- 
counts of persons remaining charged, on the books of the third auditor 


(a) An act to provide for the prompt settlement of public accounts, March 3, 1817, ch. 45. 


An act providing for the better organization of the T: D 
pataa to act Af Moy 1b, 1890, ob. ree e Treasury Department, May 15, 1820, ch. 107. See 
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of the treasury, with public moneys, advanced prior to the first day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, the proper accounting offi- 
cers be, and they are hereby, authorized to admit, to the credit of such 
persons, respectively, the amount of any expenditures made by them 

which were, at the time, authorized by law, or regulations, notwithstand- 
ing regular vouchers for the same may not be produced, if the intpracti- 
cability of producing such vouchers shall be proved to the satisfaction of 
the said accounting officers; and if the evidence exhibited, in lieu thereof, 
shall be the best the nature of the several cases will admit of, and such 
as will be received in courts of justice: Provided, nevertheless, That the 
credits to be allowed shall, in no case, exceed, in amount, the sums 
with which such persons, respectively, shall be charged on the books of 
the said third auditor. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever, in the settlement of 
the accounts before mentioned, a difference of opinion shall arise between 
the accounting officers, as to the extent of the credits to be allowed, 
under, or by virtue of, this act, such case shall be referred to the Secre- 
tary of War, whose decision shall be conclusive. And it is hereby made 
the duty of the said secretary, to cause to be communicated to Congress, 
at the commencement of each session, astatement comprising the names 
of the persons whose accounts shall have been settled the preceding year, 
agreeably to the provisions of this act, together with the amount which 
shall have been passed to the credit of each, under the several heads of 
expenditure, and upon evidence other than such as had been prescribed 
by the laws and regulations existing before the passage of this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall swear 
or affirm falsely, touching the expenditure of public money, or in support 
of any claim against the United States, he or she shall, upon conviction 
thereof, suffer as for wilful and corrupt perjury.(a) 

Aprrovep, March 1, 1823. i 


Cuar, XXXVIII.—An Aci for the punishment of frauds committed on the govern- 
ment of the United States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
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States of America, in Congress assembled, That, if any person or per- °f certain frauds 


(a) Indictment for false swearing under the third section of the act of Congress of March 1, 1823, 
which declares, that ‘ any person who shall swear or affirm falsely, touching the expenditure of public 
money, or in support of any claim against the United States, shall suffer as for wilful and corrupt per- 
jury.” The indictment charged the false swearing to be an affidavit made before a justice of the peace of 
Kentucky in support of a claim against the United States, under the act of July 5, 1832, ch. 173, to pro- 
vide for liquidating and paying certain claims of the state of Virginia. By the Supreme Court—There is no 
statute of the United States which expressly authorizes any justice of the peace. of the state, or any 
officer of the national government to administer an oath in support of any claim against the United States 
under the act of 1823. The United States v. Bailey, 9 Peters, 238. a 

The Secretary of the Treasury, inorder to carry into effect the authority given to him, to liquidate 
and pay the claims referred to in the act of 1832, had established a regulation authorizing affidavits 
made béfore any justice of the peace of a state, to be received and considered in proof of claims under 
the act. By implication, he possessed the power to make such a regulation, and to allow such affida- 
vits in proof of claims under the act of 1832. It was incidental to his duty and authority in settling 
claims under the act. When the oath is taken before a state or national magistrate, authorized to ad- 
minister oaths in pursuance of any regulations prescribed by the Treasury Department, or in conformity 
with the practice of the Treasury Department, so that the affidavit would be admissible evidence at the 
Department in support of any claim against the United States, and the party swears falsely, the case 
is within the purview of the act of 1823. Ibid. 

If astate magistrate shall administer an oath, under an act of Congress expressly giving him the 
power to do so, it would be a lawful oath, before one having competent authority, and as much so as if 
he had been specially appointed a commissioner under a law of the United States for that purpose, and such 
an oath, administered under such circumstances, would be within the purview. of the act of 1823. Ibid. 

The act of 1823 does not create or punish the crime of perjury, technically considered. But it 
creates a new and substantial offence of false swearing, and punishes it in the same manner as perjury. 
The oath, therefore, need not be administered in a judicial proceeding, or in a case in which the state 
magistrate, under the state laws, had jurisdiction, so as to make the false swearing perjury. It would 
be sufficient, that it might be lawfully administered by the magistrate, and. was not in violation of his 
official duty. Ibid. 
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sons shall falsely make, alter, forge, or counterfeit; or cause or procure 
to be falsely made, altered, forged, or counterfeited; or willingly aid or 
assist in the false making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting, any deed, 
power of attorney, order, certificate, receipt, or other writing, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining or receiving, or of enabling any other person or per- 
sons, either directly or indirectly, to obtain or receive, from the United 
States, or any of their officers or agents, any sum or sums of money ; or 
shall utter, or publish as true, or cause to be uttered or published 
as true, any such false, forged, altered, or counterfeited deed, power of 
attorney, order, certificate, receipt, or other writing, as aforesaid, with 
intent to defraud the United States, knowing the same to be false, altered, 
forged, or counterfeited ; or shall transmit to, or present at, or cause or 
procure to be transmitted to, or presented at, any office or officer of the 
government of the United States, any deed, power of attorney, order, cer- 
tificate, receipt, or other writing, in support of, or in relation to, any ac- 
count or claim, with intent to defraud the United States, knowing the 
same to be false, altered, forged, or counterfeited, every such person shall 
be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony; and being thereof duly con- 
victed, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned, and kept at hard labour, for 
a period not Jess than one year, nor more than ten years; or shall be 
imprisoned, not exceeding five years, and fined not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons 
shall. knowingly have in his, her, or their, possession, any false, altered, 
forged, or counterfeited deed, power of attorney, order, certificate, receipt, 
or other writing, for the purpose of enabling any person or persons, either 
directly or indirectly, to obtain or receive from the United States, or 
any of its officers or agents, any sum or sums of money, knowing the 
same to be false, altered, forged, or counterfeited, as aforesaid, with intent 
to defraud the United States, every such person, upon being thereof duly 
convicted, shall be fined and imprisoned at the discretion of the court, 
according to the nature and aggravation of the offence : Provided, never- 
theless, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to deprive the 
courts of the several states of jurisdiction, under the laws thereof, over 
offences declared punishable by this law. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XXXIX.—<4n Act extending the time for locating Virginia military 
land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to the general land office. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line, on the continental establishment, their heirs or as- 
signs, entitled to bounty lands within the country reserved by the state of 
Virginia, between the little Miami and Scioto rivers, shall be allowed a 
further time of two years, from the fourth day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three, to obtain warrants, and to complete their 
locations; and the further time of four years, from the fourth day of Jan- 
uary, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, to return their surveys 
and warrants, or certified copies of warrants, to the general land office, to 
obtain patents. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the act, enti- 
tled “An act authorizing patents to issue for lands located and surveyed 
by virtue of certain Virginia resolution-warrants,” passed the third day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and seven, shall be revived, and in 
force, with all its restrictions, except that the respective times allowed 
for making locations, and returning surveys thereon, shall be limited to 
the terms prescribed by the first section of this act, for the location and 
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return of surveys on other warrants; and that the surveys s - 
ed to the general land office: Provided, That no saline ph a 
in virtue of this or the preceding section of this act, shall be made on 
tracts of lands for which patents had previously been issued, or which had 
been previously surveyed; and any patent, which may nevertheless be 
obtained for land located contrary to the provisions of this. act, shall be 
considered null and void. : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no holder of any warrant which 
has been, or may be, located, shall be permitted to withdraw or remove 
the same, and locate it on any other land, except in cases of eviction, in 
consequence of a legal judgment first obtained, or unless it be found to 
interfere with a prior location and survey; nor shall any lands heretofore 
sold by the United States, within the boundaries of said reservation, be 
subject to location by the holder of any such unlocated warrant, 

ApproveD, March 1, 1823. 


Cuar. XL.— An Act granting to the state of Alabama the right of pre-emption 
to certain quarter sections of land. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That there be granted to the 
state of Alabama, at the minimum price for which public lands of the 
United States are sold, the right of pre-emption to one quarter section of 
land, in, or near, the centre of each of the counties of Marengo, Perry, 
and Decatur, of the state aforesaid, in trust for said counties, respectively, 
for the establishment of seats of justice therein : Provided, That the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of each of said quarter sections shall be appropriated 
for the purpose of erecting public buildings in the county for which it is 
located, after deducting therefrom the amount originally paid for the same: 
And provided further, That the seat of justice for said counties, respect- 
ively, shall be fixed and continued on the lands so located and selected. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


— 


Cuar, XLI.—An Act altering the time of holding the circuit court in the districts 
of Maine (a) and New Hampshire. (b) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the terms of the circuit 
court, which are now directed by law to be holden annually in the district 
of Maine, at Portland, on the eighth day of May; and at Wiscasset, on 
the eighth day of October: and in the district of New Hampshire, at Ports- 


(a) Circuit courts in Maine: 
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mouth, on the first day of May ; and at Exeter, on the first day of October, 
shall hereafter be holden at Portland, on the first day of May; at Wiscas- 
set, on the first day of October ; at Portsmouth, on the eighth day of May; 
and at Exeter, on theeighth day of October, in said districts, in each 
year; and when either of said days shall be Sunday, the session of said 
court shall commence on the day next following: and all causes, suits, 
actions, process, pleadings, and proceedings, of every description, existing 
or depending in the circuit court, in the districts aforesaid, shall be re- 
turnable to, and proceeded with, in due form of law, at the times conform- 
able to the alterations herein provided for. 
Approven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XLIL—An Act supplementary to “An act for the better organization of the 
courts of the United States within the state of New York.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from final decrees or 
judgments, in the district court of the northern district of the state of 
New York, there shall be an appeal to the circuit court in the southern 
district of said statc, in the same’ manner, and upon the same terms, as 
from other district courts to their respective circuit courts. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


ee 


Cuar. XLII.—An Act further to prolong the continuance of the mint at Phila- 
delphia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act, entitled “ An 
act concerning the mint,” approved March the third, one thousand eight 
hundred and one, is hereby revived and continued in force andoperation 
for the further term of five years, from the fourth day of March next. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That, during the continuance of 
the mint at the city of Philadelphia, the duties which were enjoined on 
the commissioner of loans for the state of Pennsylvania, by the second 
section of the act, entitled “ An act concerning the mint,” passed on 
the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and one, shall be 
performed by the collector of the port of Philadelphia for the time being. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That when any silver, brought to 
the mint for coinage, shall require refining, the expense of the materials 
used in the process shall be deducted from the amount of the deposit ; 
and that, when silver so deposited, shall be of a quality superior to that of 
the legal standard of the silver coins of the United States, a deduction 
shall be made from the amount, equal to the expense of the copper ne- 
cessary to reduce it to the said standard ; and that all such deductions be 
regularly accounted for, by the treasurer of the mint, to the treasury of 
the United States. 

Avproven, March 3, 1828. 


Cuar. XLIV.—.4n Act for the better organization of the district court of the 
United States within the state of Louisiana. (a) 


Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
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‘nient transaction of business in the courts of the United States within 
the state of Louisiana, the said state shall be, and the same is hereby, di- 
vided into two districts, in “Manner following, to wit: The counties of 
Attakapas, Opelousas, Rapide, Natchitoches, and Ouachita, shall com- 
pose one district, to be called the western district of Louisiana; and all 
the remaining part of the said state shall compose another district, to 
be called the eastern district of Louisiana; and all criminal actions, or 
civil suits, which have arisen in the western district, together with all 
process, writs, recognisances, and records, belonging thereto, shall be 
transferred to the western district; and there shall be, annually, only 
three stated sessions of the district court for the eastern district, to be 
held at New Orleans, on the third Mondays of November, February, and 
May; and there shall be, annually, one stated session of the said court in 
the western district of the state, to be held at Opelousas Courthouse, 
to commence on the third Monday of August; and the district judge of 
the United States, for the state of Louisiana, is hereby authorized and 
required to hold special sessions of the said court, in the said western 
district, for the trial of criminal or civil causes, whenever he may deem 
it expedient: That all process, writs, and recognisances, of every kind, 
whether respecting juries, witnesses, bail, or otherwise, which relate to the 
cases to be tried at the said special sessions, shall be considered as belong- 
ing to such sessions, in the same manner as if they had been issued or 
taken in reference thereto: That any special session may be adjourned 
to any time, or times, previous to the next stated meeting of the district 
court: That all business depending for trial at any special court shall, 
at the close thereof, be considered as of course removed to the next 
stated term of the district court: the said judge shall appoint a clerk of 
the said court in the western district, who shall reside, and keep the re- 
cords of the court, at the place where the sessions of the court are held, 
and shall receive for the services performed by him, the same fees and 
compensation that are allowed to the clerk of the said court of the east- 
ern district of the state, and shall be subject, in every respect, to the same 
responsibilities. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United 
States, be, and hereby is, authorized to appoint one person as marshal, 
and one as district attorney, for the said western judicial district of the 
United States within the state of Louisiana, created by this act, and that 
the terms of appointment and service, together with the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of the said marshal and district attorney, respectively, for 
the district aforesaid, be, in all respects, the same within their said dis- 
trict as the terms of appointment and services, the duties and respon- 
sibilities, of the marshal and district attorney, respectively, of the eastern 
district of the state of Louisiana; and said marshal shall receive such 
fees and emoluments as are received by the marshal of the United 
States for the state of Louisiana; and said attorney an annual compensa- 
tion of two hundred dollars, and the same fees and emoluments as are 
allowed to the attorney of the United States, for the eastern district of 


Louisiana. 
Approvep, March 3, 1823. 
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Crap. XLV.—4n Act to alter the times of holding the district court pf the United 
States for the district of Vermont.(a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the district court of the 
United States for the district of Vermont, shall be hereafter holden on 
the sixth day of October, and on the twenty-fourth day of May, in each 
year, instead of the tenth day of October, and twenty-seventh day of May, 
as is now required by law: Provided, That if either of the days prescribed 
by this act for holding said court, shall be a Sunday, then the said court 
shall commence and be holden on the following day. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all proceedings of a civil or 
criminal nature, now pending in, or returnable to, said court, shall be 
proceeded in by the said court, in the same manner asif no alteration of 
the time for holding said court had taken place. 

Approve, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XLVI—An Act extending the time for issuing and locating military land 
warrants to officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the time limited by the 
second section of the act, approved on the twenty-fourth day of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, for issuing military land war- 
rants to the officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army, shall be extend- 
ed to the fourth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five; and the time for locating the unlocated warrants shall be extended 
to the first day of October thereafter. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XLVII.—An Act to extend the time allowed for the redemption of land 
sold for direct tax in certain cases. (b) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the time allowed for the 
redemption of lands, which have been, or may be, sold for the non- 
payment of taxes, under the several acts, passed the second day of 
August, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, the ninth day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and the fifth day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, for Jaying and 
collecting a direct tax, within the United States, so far as the same have 
been purchased for, or on behalf of, the United States, be revived and 
extended for the further term of two years, from and after the expiration 
of the present session of Congress: Provided, That on such redemption, 
interest shall be paid, at the rate of twenty per centum per annum on 
the taxes aforesaid, and on the additions of twenty per centum chargeable 
thereon; and the right of redemption shall enure, as well to the heirs 
and assignees of the lands so purchased on behalf of the United States 
as to the original owners thereof. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


tes 
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Cuar. XLVII. —An Act vesting in the state of Virginia the right of the United 


States to all fines assessed for non-performance of militia duty, during the late 
war with Great Britain, within said state. d ái $ 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all right which the United 
States have to the fines assessed upon the citizens of the state of Vir- 
ginia, for the non-performance of militia duty during the late war with 
Great Britain, shall be, and the same is hereby, vested in the said 
state. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all moneys in the hands of 
those who now are, or heretofore have been, marshals, or deputy marshals, 
which may have been collected from the fines aforesaid, after deducting 
the expense of collecting the same, and the cost of any suit or suits 
which may have beén brought against said marshals or deputy marshals, 
in consequence of the collection of said fines, shall be paid by them, re- 
spectively, to the treasurer of said state. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said fines shall be re- 
covered, by the said state, under such regulations, provisions, and re- 
strictions, as shall be prescribed by the legislature thereof: Provided, 
That if the provisions of this act are accepted by the state of Virginia, 
that state shall indemnify the United States against any charge or charges 
which has already accrued, or which may hereafter be made, in conse- 
quence of the assessment and collection of said fines. 

ApproveD, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. XLIX.—An Act for the erection of a monument over the tomb of Elbridge 
Gerry, late Vice President of the United States.. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of, Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the superintendent of 
the public buildings be, and he hereby is directed to cause to be erected, 
in the burial ground of the city of Washington, a neat and appropriate 
monument over the tomb of Elbridge Gerry, late Vice President of the 
United States, who died at Washington, November twenty-third, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, with a suitable inscription on the 
same, stating the name, station, age, and time of death, of the 
deceased. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum, not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the cost thereof, from any money in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. L.—An Act to continue in force an act, entitled “An act regulating 
the currency within the United States of the gold coins of Great Britain, 
France, Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of France and five franc 
pieces,” passed on the twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen, so far as the same relates to the crowns of. France and five frane 
pieces. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That so much of the act, 
entitled “An act regulating the currency within the United States of 
the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and Spain, and the 
crowns of France and five franc pieces,” passed on the twenty-ninth day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, as relates to the 
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crowns of France and five franc pieces, shall be, and the same hereby is, 
continued in force, for the further term of four years, from and after 
the fourth day of March next. 

Approven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LI.—An Aci to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to remtt the 
‘instalments due on certain lots in Shawneetown, in the state of Illinois. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to remit the in- 
stalments due, and to become due, on lots numbered eleven hundred and 
thirteen and eleven hundred and fourteen, in Shawneetown, in the state 
of Illinois, and a patent or patents shall issue for the same, as in other 
cases; which said lots are used as a public square. 

Approven, March 3, 1823. 


Crap. LIL.—An Act to establish an additional land office in the territory of 
Michigan. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all the public lands 
in the district of Detroit, lying south of the boundary line between the 
third and fourth townships, south of the base line, except so much there- 
of as lies north of the river Huron, of Lake Erie, and all the public 
lands ih the territory of Michigan, to which the Indian title was extin- 
guished by the treaty of Chicago, shall be formed into a new land district; 
and, for the sale of the public lands within the district hereby constituted, 
there shall be a Jand office established, at such place within the district 
as the President of the United States may designate. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a register of 
the land office, and a receiver of public moneys, appointed. by the 
President of the United States, for the land office hereby created, to 
superintend the sales of public lands within said district, who shall give 
security in the same manner, in the same sums, and whose compensation, 
emoluments, and duties, and authority, shall, in every respect, be the 
same, in relation to the lands which shall be disposed of at their 
office, as are, or may be, by law provided in relation to the registers 
and receivers of public moneys in the several offices established for the 


- sale of public lands. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the third 
and fifth sections of the act, entitled “An act to designate the boundaries 
of districts, and establish land offices, for the disposal of the public lands, 
not heretofore offered for sale, in the states of Ohio and Indiana,” ap- 
proved March the third, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, be, 
and the same are hereby, made applicable to the district and office here- 
by created, so far as they are not changed by subsequent laws of the 
United States: Provided, That all such public lands, embraced within 
the district created by this act, which shall have been offered for sale to 
the highest bidder, at Detroit, pursuant to any proclamation of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, and which lands remain unsold at the tak- 
ing effect of this act, shall be subject to be entered and sold at private 
sale by the register of the land office hereby created, in the same man- 
ner, and subject to the same terms, and upon like conditions, as the sales 
of said lands would have been subjected to in the land office at Detroit 
had they remained attached to that office. 


(a) See notes to act of February 21, 1823, ch. 10. 
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Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect, 
and be in force from and after the first day of May next ensuing the 
passage thereof. ” 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar, LUI—An Act making the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, 
and Spain, receivable in payments on account of public lands. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the 
passage of this act, the following gold coins shall be received in all pay- 
ments on account of public lands, at the several and respective rates fol- 
lowing, and not otherwise, viz: the gold coins of Great Britain and Por- 
tugal, of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for 
every twenty-seven grains, or eighty-eight cents and eight-ninths per 
pennyweight: the gold coins of France, of their present standard, at the 
rate of qne hundred cents for every twenty-seven and a half grains, or 
eighty-seven and a quarter cents per pennyweight: and the gold coins 
of Spain of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for 
every twenty-eight and a half grains, or eighty-four cents per penny- 
weight. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the foregoing coins to be made 
at the mint of the United States, at least once in every year; and to make 
report of the result thereof to Congress. 

Approven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LIV.—An Act for clearing, repairing, and improving, certain roads for 
the purpose of facilitating the transportation of the United States’ Mail. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause to be cleared, 
repaired, and improved, the United States’ mail road, from Nashville in 
the state of Tennessee, to New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana: 
Provided, He shall not expend rhore than seven thousand nine hun- 
dred and twenty dollars, in clearing, repairing, and improving, the same, 
and that the said sum shall be expended on that part of the road which 
may lie within [the] territory occupied by the Indians, and to which their 
title has not yet been extinguished. 

Aprrroven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LV.—.An Act respecting stamps. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, whenever any person 
or persons shall pay to the Secretary of the Treasury, the duty charge- 
able by the act, entitled “ An act to establish a general stamp office,” 
passed on the twenty-third day of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred, on any deed, instrument, or writing, on which the said stamp 
duty chargeable by law shall not have been paid, together with the further 
sum of ten dollars, and shall obtain a certificate thereof, from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, such deed, instrument, or writing, shall be, to all in- 
tents and purposes, as valid and available, as if the same had been, or 
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were, stamped, counter stamped, or marked, as by said law required ; 
any thing in any act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be, and con- 
tinue, in force for the term of one year from the passage thereof, and no 
longer. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LVI.—An Act to authorize the building of lighthouses, light vessels, and 
beacons, therein mentioned, and fur other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is, empowered to provide by contract, for 
building lighthouses, and light vessels, erecting beacons, and placing 
buoys, on the following sites or shoals, to wit: A lighthouse on Baker’s 
Island, near Mount Desert, in the state of Maine; one on Monamoy 
Point, in the state of Massachusetts; a lighthouse on Goat Island, in the 
state of Rhode Island; alight vessel, not to be under two hundred and 
fifty tons, on Cape Hatteras, in North Carolina; a lighthouse on Cape 
Romain, in the state of South Carolina; a lighthouse at or near the en- 
trance of the harbour of Pensacola, for that part of the territory known 
as West Florida; a light-house near Fort Gratiot, in Michigan territory ; 
a beacon on Hadrell’s Point, in the state of South Carolina; two light 
vessels to be placed in the Bay of Delaware, the one at or near the 
Brandywine Shoal, and the other at or near the shoal called the Upper 
Middle; and also, to agree for the salaries, wages, or hire, of the per- 
sons to be appointed by the President of the United States, for the 
superintendence of the same: Provided, That no moneys shall be ex- 
pended in erecting such lighthouses, until the jurisdiction to such por- 
tions of land as the President of the United States shall select as the 
sites of the same, respectively, shall be ceded to, and the property thereof 
vested in, the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, the following 
sums of money, to wit: For building the lighthouse on Baker’s Island, 
two thousand five hundred dollars; for one on Monamoy Point, three 
thousand dollars; for one on Goat island, two thousand five hundred 
dollars; for an additional sum to complete the light vessel authorized to 
be built, by an act, entitled “An act to authorize the building light- 
houses therein mentioned, and for other purposes,” passed the seventh 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, for the state of 
New York, five thousand dollars; for an additional sum to complete the 
lighthouse on Oldfield Point, in the same state, one thousand five hundred 
dollars; for an additional sum to complete a tower for the light on Fort 
Niagara, in the same state, one thousand five hundred dollars ; for placing 
a lantern at Fort Delaware, in the river Delaware, one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars; for completing the lighthouse on Cape May, in the state 
of New Jersey, a sum not exceeding five thousand seven hundred and 
fifty dollars ; for placing a light vessel at or near Cape Hatteras shoals, a 
sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars; for building a light- 
house on Cape Romain, ten thousand dollars; for erecting a beacon on 
Hadrell’s Point, one thousand five hundred dollars; for finishing the 
lighthouse near St. Augustine, in the territory of East Florida, the sum 
of five thousand dollars; for building a lighthouse at or near Pensacola, 
a sum not exceeding six thousand dollars; for building a lighthouse at 
Fort Gratiot, three thousand five hundred dollars, and for building and 
placing two light vessels in Delaware Bay, twenty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
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States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause such an examination 
and survey to be made of the obstruction between the harbour of -Glouces- 
ter and the harbour of Squam, in the state of Massachusetts, as may be 
requisite to ascertain the expediency of removing such obstruction ; and the 
President is hereby authorized to cause such obstruction to be removed 
by contract or otherwise, under the direction of the collector of ‘the dis. 
trict of Gloucester, if, from the report of persons he may appoint to ex- 
amine and survey the same, he shall deem it expedient; and a sum, not 
exceeding six thousand dollars, is hereby appropriated for that purpose 
to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That the 
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 
ated, to be paid outof any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 
to enable the President of the United States, to cause the entrance of the 
harbour of the Port of Presque Isle, in Pennsylvania,to be examined and 
surveyed by one of the Topographical Engineersof the United States, whose 
duty it shall be to makea probable estimate of the expense of removing the 
obstructions, and report on the best manner of removing them, and the 
effect of such removal on the channel in future. 

Approven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar, LVIL.—An Act further to extend the provisions of the act, entitled An 
act supplementary to an act, entitled * An act for the relief of the purchasers 
of the public lands prior to the first July, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all persons who shall 
produce satisfactory evidence. to the register and receiver of the proper 
land office, that they were actually entitled to, and would have availed 
themselves of, the provisions of the act, entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act for the relief of the purchasers of the public 
lands prior to the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty,’” approved April twentieth, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-two, and their failure to do so was owing to such cause or circum- 
stance as he [they] could not control or prevent, shall be allowed until 
the thirtieth day of September next, to avail themselves of all the privi- 
leges, advantages and provisions, of the said act, in the same manner 
they could have done prior to the thirtieth day of September last. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LVIIL.—An Act to amend an act, entitled “ And [An] act further to regu- 
late the entry of merchandise imported into the United States from any adjacent 
territory.” 

Be it enatted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, every master or other person having charge of a vessel, 
boat, canoe, or raft, or the conductor or driver of any carriage, or sleigh, 
or other person bringing merchandise, from any foreign territory adja- 
cent to the United States, who shall neglect or refuse to delivera manifest, 
as is required in and by the act, entitled “ An act further to regulate the 
entry of merchandise imported into the United States from any. adjacent 
territory,” passed the second day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-one, shall be subject to pay, instead of the penalty of four 
hundred dollars imposed by the first section of said act, four times the 
value of the merchandisé“so imported. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, oe if any person or persons 
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shall receive, conceal, or buy, any goods, wares, or merchandise, know- 
ing them to have been illegally imported into the United States, and 
liable to seizure by virtue of any act in relation to the revenue, such per- 
son or persons shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a sum double 
the amount or value of the goods, wares, or merchandise, so received, 
concealéd, or purchased. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall forcibly 
resist, prevent, or impede, any officer of the customs or their deputies, 
or any person assisting them in the execution of their duty, such person, 
so offending, shall, for every such offence, be fined a sum not exceeding 
four hundred dollars. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the forty- 
sixth section of the act, entitled “An act to regulate the collection of 
duties on imports and tonnage,” passed the second day of March, Anno 
Domini one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, be, and they are 
hereby, extended to the case of goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States from an adjacent territory. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures, 
incurred by force of this act, shall be sued for, recovered, distributed, 
and accounted for,in the manner prescribed by an act, entitled “An 
act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” passed 
on the second day of March, Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine. 


Arprovep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar, LIX.—An Act supplementary to the acts to provide for certain persons 
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary 
war, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and required to restore to the list of pension- 
ers the name of any person who may have been, or hereafter shall be 
stricken therefrom, in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed the first 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, entitled “ An actin 
addition to an act, entitled ‘An act to provide for certain persons engaged 
in the Jand and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary 
war,’” passed the eighteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and eighteen, if such person, so stricken from the list of pensioners, has 
heretofore furnished, or hereafter shal] furnish, evidence, in pursuance of 
the provisions of said act, to satisfy the Secretary of War that he is in 
such indigent circumstances as to beunahle to support himself without the 
assistance of his country, and that he has not disposed of or transferred 
his property, or any portion thereof, with a view to obtain a pension, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, when any person, coming 
within the provisions of the acts to which this is supplementary, shall, by 
reason of bodily infirmity, be unable to attend in court to make his 
schedule, and furnish the evidence by said acts required, it shall be law- 
ful for any judge or justice of a court of record in the district, city, county, 
or borough, in which such person resides, to attend at his place of abode 
and receive his schedule, and oath or affirmation, and said judge or justice 
shall certify that said applicant was, from bodily infirmity, unable toattend 
such court; which schedule, and oath or affirmation, and certificate, shall, 
by said judge or Justice, be produced in the court of which he is judge ; 
and the opinion of said court, of the value of the property contained in 
said schedule, shall be entered thereon, and certified by the clerk of said 
court; and such schedule shall be valid for all the purposes contemplated 
by the acts aforesaid. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no pension hereafter to be al- 
lowed on claims or schedules heretofore filed under the act or acts to 
which this act is a supplement, or under the provisions of this act, shall 
commence before the passage thereof; and all other pensions. hereafter 
to be allowed under the acts aforesaid, shall commence from the time of 
completing the proof. 

Approvep, March 1, 1823. 


Cuar, LX.—An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to designate the 
boundaries of districts, and establish land offices for the disposal of the public 
lands, not heretofore offered for sale, in the states of Ohio and Indiana.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all the lands ceded and 
relinquished to the United States, by the Wea tribe of Indians, under the 
first article of the treaty held at Vincennes, on the elventh [eleventh] day 
of August, eighteen hundred and twenty, and which is specified and de- 
signated by the second article of the treaty between the United States 
and the said tribe, concluded at St. Mary’s, on the second day of October, 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, be, and the same is hereby, attached to 
the Terre Haute district for the sale of public lands in the state of In- 
diana. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the public lands specified, 
designated, and embraced, within the first and second article of the treaties 
aforesaid, which have not been granted to, or secured for, the use of any 
individual or individuals, or appropriated and reserved for any other pur- 
pose, by any existing treaties or laws, and, with the exception of section 
numbered sixteen, in each township, which shall be reserved for the sup- 
port of schools therein, shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder, at 
the land office in the Terre Haute district, under the direction of the 
register of the land office and receiver of public moneys, on such day or 
days as shall, by proclamation of the President of the United States, be 
designated for that purpose. The lands shall be sold in tracts of the 
same size, on the same terms and conditions, and, every respect, as pro- 
vided by the act, entitled “An act making further provision for the sale of 
the public lands,” approved April twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and 
twenty. 

Sto, 3. And be it further enacted, That the register of the land office 
and the receiver of public moneys shall, each,receive five dollars for each 
day’s attendance in superintending the public sales of the land before 
described, according to the President's proclamation. 

Arproven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar, LX1.—An Act making appropriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States for the year one eed aight pee and nar and for other 
purposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums 

be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, to wit: _ 

For fortifications, to each specifically, as follows, viz: 

For Fort Delaware, fifty-eight thousand ddflars: 

For Fort Washington, forty-six thousand dollars: 

For Fort Monroe, one hundred thousand dollars : 

For Fort Calhoun, eighty thousand dollars : i pen 

For collecting materials for a fortification at Mobile Point, in the state 


of Alabama, fifty thousand dollars : 
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For the Rigolets, and Chief [Chef] Menteur, one hundred thousand 
dollars : 

For collecting materials for, and progressing with, a fort on the right 
bank of the Mississippi, opposite Fort St. Philip, forty thousand dollars: 

For repairing Fort Jackson, in the harbour of Savannah, eight thou- 
sand dollars: 

For contingencies and repaits of fortifications, twenty-six thousand 
dollars : 

For the purchase of small arms for arming the whole body of the mi- 
litia, in addition to the annual appropriation of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three for arming the militia, twenty thousand 
dollars: 

For completing the barracks and other public buildings, at Baton 
Rouge, twenty-nine thousand one hundred seventy-eight dollars seventy- 
seven cents. 

Approvep, March 8, 1823. 


Cuar. LX —An Act making appropriations for the public buildings. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America,in Congress assembled, That the following sums of 
money be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, to wit: 

For improving the grounds around the Capitol, one thousand dollars: 

For making the necessary alteration in the Representatives’ Hall, for 
the accommodation of the eighteenth Congress, the sum of one thousand 
two hundred dollars: 

For finishing the south portico to the President’s house, the sum of nine- 
teen thousand dollars. 

For an allegorical ornament for a clock for the use of the Senate, two 
thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That said several sums of money be 
paid out of any moneys in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuap.LXI—2n Act to authorize the Postmaster General to pay for certain re- 
pairs to the general post-office, and keep the engine house, the fire engine, and ap- 
paratus, in repair. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster General 
be authorized to pay, out of the moneys arising from the postages of let- 
ters and packets, the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars and fifty-two 
cents, being a balance due for repairs to the general post-office, and for 
procuring a fire engine, under the provisions of the act of the seventeenth 
[fifteenth] of May, eighteen hundred and twenty. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall 
be authorized, out of the contingent fund of said department, to defray 
such expenses as may be necessary for keeping in repair the engine-house, 
the fire engine, and hose apparatus, belonging to said department. 

ApproveD, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LXIV.—An Act to enable the proper accounting officers of the Treasury De- 
partment to audit and settle the accounts of the surveyor of public lands in the 
states of Illinois and Missouri, and territory of Arkansas, for extra clerk hire in 


his office. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the proper accounting 
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officers of the treasury shall be, and are hereby, authorized and required 
to audit and settle the accounts of the surveyor of public lands in the 
states of Hlinois and Missouri,and territory of Arkansas, for extra clerk 
hire in his office, for surveying executed before the first day of J anuary, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, and for which provision 
was not made by an allowance of mileage on the surveys of the public 
lands, under the act of the Congress of the United States, of the third 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and make him 
an allowance therefor, not exceeding the rate of clerk hire now allowed by 
law in the offices of the other surveyors general, proportioned to the quan- 
tity of work done in each; and the amount, so allowed, shall be paid out 
of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 
Aprrovep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LXV.—An Aet providing for the accommodation of the circuit court of 
the United States for Washington county, in the District of Columbia, and for 
the preservation of the records of said court. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to be purchased, 
and completely finished, in the City Hall, now building in the city of 
Washington, permanent and suitable apartments for holding the sessions 
of the circuit court of the United States, for the county of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia, for the use of the grand and petit juries of 
the said county, for the offices of the clerk of the said court and the 
marshal of the said district, and for the preservation and security of the 
books, papers, and records, of the said court, provided that the said pur- 
chase can be made upon reasonable terms, and not exceeding the sum 
hereinafter appropriated. And for effecting the object of this act, the 
sum of ten thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, 
out of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the appropriation hereinbe- 
fore made shall be expended under the superintendence of the commis- 
sioner of the public buildings, in such manner as shall be directed by 
the President of the United States. _ 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, so soon as the said apart- 
ments shall have been provided, the said circuit court, and the said clerk’s 
and marshal’s offices, with all the books, papers, and records, thereunto 
belonging, shall be removed thereto; and no allowance of money for the 
rent of apartments for the use of the said court and offices shall thence- 
forth, or thereafter, be made out of the treasury of the United States. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuapr. LXVI.—An Act to establish an additional land office in the state of 
Missouri. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 


States of America, in Congress assembled, 'That so much of the public 
lands of the United States, as lies west of the range line dividing the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth tiers of townships west of the fifth prin- 
cipal meridian, in the present Howard land district, in the state of 
Missouri, shall form a land district for the disposal of the said lands, to 
be called the western district; and a land office shall be established at 
Lexington, in the county of Lillard, for the disposal thereof. | 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a register and 

Vor. ITL.—99 3u2 


785 


tle the accounts 
of the surveyor 
of Ilinois, Mis- 
souri, and Ar- 
kansas, for ex- 
tra clerk hire. 


Act of April 
3, 1818, ch. 26, 


Srarore II. 


March 3; 1823. 


Circuit court 
of Washington 
county in the 
District of Co- 
lumbia, to be 
accommodated 
with apartments 
in the City 
Hall. 


Appropriation. 


To be ex- 
pended under 
the superinten- 
dence of the 
commissioner. 
of public build- 
ings. 

When apart- 
ments are fin- 
ished, court to 
be removed, 
and no allow- 
ance admitted 
afterwards for 
rent. 


Stature I. 


March 3, 1828. 


A new land 
district to be 
formed, to be 
called the west- 
ern district, for 
which a land 
office is to be ës- 
tablished. 


A register and 


786 


receiver to be 
appointed. 


From Ist 
April next there 
shall be a new 
township line 

. between the- 
townships No. 
37 and 38. 


SrarurTe II. 


March 3, 1823. 


The Secretary 
of State author- 
ized to sub- 
scribe for 550 
copies of the 
6th volume of 
the laws of the 
United States, 

Distribution. 


Appropriation. 


Srarure Il. 


March. 3, 1823, 


Certain claims 
to.lots in the 
village of Peo- 
ria confirmed. 


Act of May 
15, 1820, ch. 
nt. 


SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cu. 67,68. 1823. 


receiver appointed to the said office, to superintend the sales of the 
public lands in the said district, who shall reside at the place where said 
office is established, give security in the same manner and sums, and 
whose compensation, emoluments, duties, and authorities, shall, in every 
respect, be the same, in relation to the lands to be disposed of at their 
offices, as are, or may be, by law, provided in relation to the registers and 
receivers of public moneys in the several offices established for the sale 
of the public lands. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the first day 
of April next, the division line between the St. Louis and the Jackson 
land districts, in the state of Missouri, shall be the township line between 
the townships number thirty-seven and thirty-eight; any thing in the 
former acts, creating land districts in the state of Missouri, to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Crap. LXVII—An Act to authorize the purchase of a number of copies of 
the sixth volume of the laws of the United States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary for the 
Department of State be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
subscribe for, and receive, for the use and disposal of Congress, five hun- 
dred and fifty copies of the sixth volume of the laws of the United States, 
published by Davis and Force, of the city of Washington, and cause to be 
distributed one copy thereof to the President of the United States, one 
copy to the Vice President of the United States, one copy to each of the 
heads of departments, to the attorney general of the United States, to 
each of the senators and representatives, and to each delegate of territories 
of the seventeenth Congress; fifteen copies to the secretary of the 
Senate, for the use of the Senate, and thirty copies to the clerk of the 
House of Representatives, for the use of that House; one copy to each 
branch of the legislature of each state and territory, and one copy to each 
of the executives of the several states and territories; and cause the 
residue to be deposited in the library of Congress. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the purpose aforesaid, 
the sum of two thousand two hundred dollars be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


—— 


Cuar. LXVITL—An Act to confirm certain claims to lotts [Jots] tn the village 
of Peoria, in the state of Illinois. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That there is hereby granted, 
to each of the French and Canadian inhabitants and other settlers in 
the village of Peoria, in the state of Illinois, whose claims are contained 
in a report made by the register of the land office at Edwardsville, in 
pursuance of the act of Congress, approved May the fifteenth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty, and who had settled a lot in the village 
aforesaid, prior to the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen, and who have not heretofore received a confirmation of 
claims, or donation of any tract of land or village lot from the United 
States, the lot so settled upon and improved, where the same shall not 
exceed two acres, and where the same shall exceed two acres, every such 
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claimant shall be confirmed in a quantity not exceeding ten acres: Pro- 
vided, Nothing in this act contained shall be so construed as to affect 
the right, if any such there be, of any other person or persons to the 
said lots, or any part of them derived from the United States, or 
any other source whatever, or as a pledge on the part of the United 
[States,] to make good any deficiency occasioned by any other interfer- 
ing claim or claims. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
surveyor of the public lands of the United States for that district, to cause 
a survey to be made of the several lots, and to designate on a plat thereof 
the lot confirmed and set apart to each claimant, and forward the same 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall cause patents to be issued in 
favour of such claimants, as in other cases. 

Aprroven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LXIX.—An Act concerning the lands to be granted to the state of 
Missouri, for the purposes of education, and other public uses. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, in all cases in which 
section number sixteen, in any township within the state of Missouri, has 
been sold, or otherwise disposed of, it shall be the duty of the register 
and receiver of the respective land office in whose district such land may 
lie, so soon after the passage of this act as may be, to select the like quan- 
tity of other lands equivalent thereto, from any of the unappropriated 
lands of the United States in that state, including the residue of such 
section, where only a part of it has been disposed of, and the value of 
the residue is not materially diminished by such disposition, and is nearly 
contiguous to such sixteenth section as may be; anda descriptive entry 
of such selected lands shall be made on the books of the register, speci- 
fying as well the township in which, as that for the use of which, the 
selection shall have been made; and the lands thus selected and located, 
are hereby granted to the said state for the use of the inhabitants of the 
respective townships, for the use of schools, instead of such sixteenth 
sections so sold or otherwise disposed of. ; 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in all cases in which the 
general assembly of the state of Missouri has selected, or shall hereafter 
select, a salt spring, for the use of the state, according to the provisions 
of an act of Congress of the sixth of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty, and the six sections of unappropriated lands cannot be 
found adjoining to such spring, agreeably to the provisions of said act, 
the deficiency shall be supplied by the selection of other sections equiva- 
lent thereto, and not farther distant than six miles therefrom, of unappro- 
priated lands of the United States in that state, and as nearly adjoining 
to such spring as may be, shall be subject to the selection of the legisla- 
ture of the state for the use thereof; and such sections, when so selected 
and located, are hereby granted according to the provisions of said act: 
and authenticated copies of the selections made by the register and re- 
ceiver, under the provisions of this act, shall be furnished the state, and 
returns transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, of the selections 
now made, and of those to be made, immediately after such selections 
shall have been made, either by the register and receiver, or by the legis- 


lature of the State. 
Approven, March 3, 1823. 
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Cuar. LXX.—J4n Act supplementary to “An act relating to the ransom of 
American captives of the late war.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act, entitled “ An 
act relating to the ransom of American captives of the late war,” passed 
the first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, be so 
construed-as to embrace within its provisions all officers, soldiers, and 
persons, attached to, and followers of, the army of the United States, who 
were captured and made prisoners by the enemy, and who were ransomed 
during the late war with Great Britain; and that the proper accounting 
officer of the War Department be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
required to adjust and settle the accounts of any person, his assigns or 
his legal representatives, who may have purchased and ransomed from 
captivity any citizen, officer, soldier, or other person aforesaid, upon cqui- 
table principles: Provided, The evidence produced in support of such 
accounts shall be the best in the power of the claimant, and sufficient to 
satisfy the accounting officer of the justice of the claim; Provided also, 
That in no case shall a greater sum than one hundred and fifty dollars 
be allowed for the ransom of any one person. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of such 
accounting officer, and he is hereby authorized and required, to adjust 
and settle the accounts of any person, his assigns, or his legal represen- 
tatives, who shall have furnished proper and necessary articles of cloth- 
ing to, and for the use of, any citizen, officer, soldier, or other person, 

urchased and ransomed from captivity during the late war with Great 

ritain, aforesaid: Provided, It shall be satisfactorily proved, and made to 
appear, to such accounting officer, that the apparel and clothing so far- 
nished were necessary, at the time, to the safety, support, and comfort, 
of the person ransomed ; and that the articles charged were applied to 
the clothing of such prisoners, and to no other purpose whatever. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all sums of money to be 
audited and allowed under this act, and the act to which this is an amend- 
ment, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


Cuar. LXXL—An Act to establish a national armory on the western waters. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to employ a skilful engi- 
neer or officer of the ordnance department, with such other person or 
persons as he may judge proper, to examine the most suitable site for 
anational armory on the western waters; and that the said engineer, 
and such other person or persons be requested to report the result of 
their examinations to Congress at the commencement of its next session, 
particularly designating the sites by them examined, with the comparative 
advantages of each, and an estimate showing the amount necessary 
for purchasing each, and erecting all necessary buildings thereon. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of five thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to effect the object of 
this. act. 

Approven, March 8, 1823. 
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Cuar, LXXI.— An Act respecting the punishment of piracy. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, the district courts of the United States, in districts 
where no circuit courts are holden, shall have cognisance of all cases 
arising under an act of Congress, approved May fifteenth, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty, entitled “An act to continue in force an act 
to protect the commerce of the United States, and punish the crime of 
piracy; and, also, to make further provisions for punishing the crime of 
piracy,” and shall have the same power and jurisdiction therein, as the 
circuit courts of the United States, under the same act. 

Approvep, March 3, 1823. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


I. ResoLUTION requiring from the secretary of the Senate and clerk of the House 
of Representatives, an annual statement of the expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the two Houses. a 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the secretary of the 
Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives be, and they are 
hereby, required to lay before the two Houses, respectively, at the com- 
mencement of each session of Congress, a table or statement showing 
the names and compensation of the clerks employed in their respective 
offices, and the names and compensation of the messengers of the re- 
spective Houses ; together with the detailed statement of the items of ex- 
penditure of the contingent fund of the respective Houses for the next 
immediately preceding year; in.which statement the disbursements shall 
be arranged under the following heads, to wit: first, printing ; second 
stationery, and distinguishing under this head the articles furnished for 
the use of the members, from those furnished for the offices of the secre- 
tary and clerk, and specifying the number of reams of each kind of 
paper; third, book-binding; fourth, fuel; fifth, newspapers, specifying 
under this head the amount of orders given at the preceding session, as 
well as the payments made; sixth, the post-offices ; seventh, the repairs 
and preservation of the furniture; eighth, services of messengers and 
horses; ninth, miscellaneous items not included under the preceding 


heads. Which statements shall exhibit,also, the several sums drawn bythe - 


said secretary and clerk, respectively, from the treasury, and the balances, 


if any, remaining in their hands. 
Arproven, March 1, 1828. 


Il. Resonurion to direct the withholding of the compensation of certain prize 
agents. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assem led, That from and after the first 
day of July, next ensuing, no prize agent who has not accounted for 
the prize moneys with which he has heretofore been intrusted for the 
benefit of the officers and crews of any public armed vessel or vessels of 
the United States, shall receive from the treasury of the United States 
any salary or compensation to which he may be entitled, until he shall 
have accounted for, or repaid into the treasury, all sums so intrusted. to 
him for disbursement. 

Approven, March 3, 1823. 
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8. Respecting Commerce with the British Colonial Ports. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, by the sixth section of an Act of Congress, entitled « An act to 
regulate the commercial intercourse between the United States and certain 
British colonial ports,” which was approved on the first day of March, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, it is enacted, 
& that this act, unless repealed, altered or amended, by Congress, shall be and 
continue in force so long as the above enumerated British colonial ports shall 
be open to the admission of the vessels of the United States, conformably to 
the provisions of the British act of Parliament, of the twenty-fourth of June 
last, being the forty-fourth chapter of the acts of the third year of George the 
Fourth: but if at any time the trade and intercourse between the United States 
and all or any of the above enumerated British colonial ports, authorized by 
the said act of Parliament, should be prohibited by a British order in Council, 
or by act of Parliament, then, from the day of the date of such order in Coun- 
cil, or act of Parliament, or from the time that the same shall commence to be 
in force, proclamation to that effect having been made by the President of the 
United States, each and every provision of this act, so far as the same shall 
apply to the intercourse between the United States and the above enumerated 
British Colonial ports, in British vessels, shall cease to operate in their favour ; 
and each and every provision of the ‘ Act concerning navigation, approved on 
the eighteenth of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and of the 
act supplementary thereto, approved on the fifteenth of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty, shall revive and be in full force :” 

And whereas, by an act of the British Parliament, which passed on the fifth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five, entitled “ An act to repeal the several laws relating to the customs,” the 
said act of Parliament of the twenty-fourth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two, was repealed; and by another act of the British Parliament, 
passed on the fifth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-five, in the sixth year of the reign of George the Fourth, 
entitled “ An Act to regulate the trade of the British possessions abroad,” and 
by an order of His Britannic Majesty in Council, bearing date the twenty- 
seventh of July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, the trade and in- 
tercourse authorized by the aforesaid act of Parliament, of the twenty-fourth of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, between the United States 
and the greater part of the said British Colonial ports therein enumerated, have 
been prohibited upon and from the first day of December last past, and the 
contingency has thereby arisen on which the President of the United States 
was authorized by the sixth section aforesaid of the act of Congress of first 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, to issue a proclamation 
to the effect therein mentioned: 

Now, therefore, I, John Quincy Adams, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby declare and proclaim that the trade and intercourse author- 
ized by the said act of Parliament of the twenty-fourth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, between the United States and the British 
Colonial ports enumerated in the aforesaid act of Congress of the first of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, have been, and are, upon 
and from the first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
six, by the aforesaid two several acts of Parliament of the fifth of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, and by the aforesaid British order in 
Council of the twenty-seventh day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-six, prohibited. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this seventeenth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
seven, and the fifty-first year of the Independence of the United States. 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
By the President. 
H. Cray, 


Secretary of State. 
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the exportation thereof to certain ports of the United States, have been and ure 
discontinued : 

Now, therefore, I, James Monroe, President of the United States of America, 
do, by this my proclamation, declare that fact, and that the restrictions imposed 
by the said act of Congress do, from the date hereof, cease, and are discontin- 
ued, in relation to his Britannic majesty’s said province of Nova Scotia. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this twenty-third day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
and in the forty-second year of the independence of the United States. 

JAMES MONROE. 

By the President. 


Joun Quincy Apams, 
Secretary of State. 


2. Respecting Trade in Plaster of Paris with New Brunswick. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas it appears, by a proclamation of the lieutenant governor of his Bri- 
tanic majesty’s province of New Brunswick, bearing date the tenth day of 
April last, and officially communicated by his envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary, residing in the United States, to this government, that the reg- 
ulations on the subject of the trade in plaster of Paris, prohibiting the exporta- 
tion thereof to certain ports of the United States, which were in force in the 
said province at the time of the enactment of the Act of the Congress of the 
United States, entitled “ An Act to regulate the trade in plaster of Paris,” 
passed on the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, 
have been and are discontinued : 

Now, therefore, J, James Monroe, President of the United States, do hereby 
declare that fact, and that the restrictions imposed by the said act of Congress 


y shall, from the date hereof, cease and be discontinued in relation to the said 


province of New Brunswick. 


Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this fourth day of July, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and 
in the forty-third year of the Independence of the United States. 

JAMES MONROE. 
By the President. 


Joun Quincy Apams, 


Secretary of State. 


3. Respecting Commerce with Bremen. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, by an Act of the Congress of the United States, of the third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, so much of the several acts 
imposing duties on the ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of 
tonnage between foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, and between 
goods imported into the United States in foreign vessels and vessels of the 
United States, were repealed, so far as the same respected the produce or man- 
ufacture of the nation to which such foreign ship or vessel might belong, such 
repeal to take effect in favor of any foreign nation whenever the President of 
the United States should be satisfied that the discriminating or countervailing 
duties of such foreign nation, so far as they operate to the disadvantage of the 
United States, have been abolished : 

And whereas satisfactory proof has been received by me, from the Burgo- 
masters and Senators of the Free and Hanseatic City of Bremen, that, from 
and after the twelfth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, all 
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discriminating or countervailing duties of the said city, so far as they operated 
to the disadvantage of the United States, have been and are abolished: 

Now, therefore, I, James Monroe, President of the United States of America, 
do hereby declare and proclaim, that so much of the several acts imposing 
duties on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of ton- 
nage between vessels of the Free and Hanseatic city of Bremen and vessels of 
the United States, and between goods imported into the United States in ves- 
sels of Bremen and vessels of the United States, are repealed, so far as the 
ae respect the produce or manufacture of the said Free Hanseatic city of 

remen. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this twenty-fourth day of 
July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
and the forty-third year of the independence of the United States. 


JAMES MONROE. 
By the President. 


Jonn Quincy ADAMS, 
Secretary of State. 


4. Respecting Commerce with Hamburg. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, by an Act of the Congress of the United States of the third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, so much of the several acts 
imposing daties on the ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of ton- 
nage between foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, and between 

ods imported into the United States in foreign vessels and vessels of the 

nited States, were repealed, so far as the same respected the produce or 
manufacture of the nation to which such foreign ship or vessel might belong, 
such repeal to take effect, in favor of any foreign nanon, whenever the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be satisfied that the discriminating or counter- 
vailing duties of such foreign nation, so far as they operate to the disadvan- 
tage of the United States, have been abolished : 

‘And whereas satisfactory proof has been received by me, from the Burgo- 
masters and Senators of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg, that, from 
and after the thirteenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and fif- 
teen, all discriminating or countervailing duties of the said city, so far as they 
operated to the disadvantage of the United States, have been, and are, abol- 
ished : 

Now, therefore, I, James Monroe, President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby declare and proclaim, that so much of the several acts imposing 
duties on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of 
tonnage between vessels of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg and 
vessels of the United States, and between goods imported into the United 
States in vessels of Hamburg and vessels of the United States, are repealed, 
so far as the same respect the produce or manufacture of the said Free Hanse- 
atic City of Hamburg. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this first day of August, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and 
the forty-third year of the Independence of the United States. 

JAMES MONROE, 

By the President. 

Joun Quincy ADAMS, 


Secretary of State, 


Declares the 
discriminating 
duty with respect 
to Bremen. re- 
pealed. 


August 1, 1818, 


1815, ch. 77. 


The President 
satisfied that 
Hamburg has 
abolished dis- 
criminating du- 
ties. 


Declares the 
discriminating 
duty, with re- 
spect to Ham- 
burg, repealed. 


May 4, 1820. 


1815, ch. 77. 


The President 
satisfied that Lu- 
beck has abolish- 
ed discriminating 
duties. 


Declares the dis- 

criminating duty, 
with respect to 
Lubeck, repeal- 
ed. 


Aug. 20, 1821. 


1815, ch. 77. 


The President 
satisfied that dis- 
criminating du- 
ties in the King- 
dom of Norway 
have been abol- 
ished, 
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5. Respecting Commerce with Lubeck. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, by an Act of the Congress of the United States, of the third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, so much of the several acts 
imposing duties on the ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of ton- 
nage between foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, and between 
goods imported into the United States in foreign vessels and vessels of the 
United States, were repealed, so far as the same respected the produce or man- 
ufacture of the nation fo which such foreign ship or vessel might belong, such 
repeal to take effect in favor of any foreign nation, whenever the President of 
the United States should be satisfied that the discriminating or countervailing 
duties of such foreign nation, so far as they operate to the disadvantage of the 
United States, have been abolished : 

And whereas satisfactory proof has been received by me, from the Burgo- 
masters and Senate of the Free and Hanseatic City of Lubeck, that from and 
after the thirtieth day of October, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, all 
discriminating or countervailing duties of the said city, so far as they operated 
to the disadvantage of the United States, have been and are abolished : 

Now, therefore, I, James Monroe, President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby declare and proclaim, that so much of the several acts imposing 
duties on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of ton- 
nage between vessels of the Free and Hanseatic City of Lubeck and vessels of 
the United States, and between goods imported into the United States in ves- 
sels of Lubeck and vessels of the United States, are repealed, so far as the 
rave espaci the produce or manufacture of the said Free Hanseatic City of 

ubeck. 


Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this fourth day of May, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and 
forty-fourth year of the Independence of the United States. 


JAMES MONROE. 
By the President. 


Joun Quincy Apams, 
Secretary of State. 


6. Respecting Commerce with Norway. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, by an Act of the Congress of the United States, of the third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, so much of the several acts 
imposing duties on the ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of ton- 
nage between foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, and between 
goods imported into the United States in foreign vessels and vessels of the 
United States, were repealed, so far as the same respected the produce or man- 
ufacture of the nation to which such foreign ship or vessel might belong, such 
repeal to take effect in favor of any foreign nation whenever the President of 
the United States should be satisfied that the discriminating or countervailing 
duties of such foreign nation, so far as they operate to the disadvantage of the 
United States, have been abolished: 

And whereas satisfactory proof has been received by me, through the Chargé 
d'Affaires of the United States in Sweden, under date of the thirtieth day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, that thenceforward all 
discriminating or countervailing duties in the Kingdom of Norway, so far as 
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they operated to the disadvantage of the United States, had been and were 
abolished. 
S Now, therefore, 1, James Monroe, President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby declare and proclaim, that so much of the several acts imposing 
duties on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of ton- 
nage between vessels of the Kingdom of Norway and vessels of the United 
States, and between goods imported into the United States in vessels of the 
said Kingdom of Norway and vessels of the United States, are repealed, so 
Pr as the same respect the produce or manufacture of the said Kingdom of 
orway. 


Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this twentieth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
one, and the forty-sixth year of the Independence of the United States. 


JAMES MONROE. 
By the President. 


Joun Quincy Apams, 
Secretary of State. 


7. Respecting Commerce with Oldenburg. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, by an Act of the Congress of the United States, of the third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, so much of the several acts 
imposing duties on the ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of ton- 
nage between foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, and between 

oods imported into the United States in foreign vessels and vessels of the 
Dnited States, were repealed, so far as the same respected the produce or man- 
ufacture of the nation to which such foreign ship or vessel might belong, such 
repeal to take effect in favor of any foreign nation whenever the President of 
the United States should be satisfied that the discriminating or countervailing 
duties of such foreign nation, so far as they operate to the disadvantage of the 
United States, have been abolished: 

‘And whereas satisfactory proof has been received by me, under date of the 
eleventh of May last, that thenceforward all discriminating or countervailing 
duties of the Dukedom of Oldenburg, so far as they might operate to the dis- 
advantage of the United States, should be, and were, abolished, upon his 
Highness the Duke of Oldenburg’s being duly certified of a reciprocal act on 
the part of the United States: 

Now, therefore, I, James Monroe, President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby declare and proclaim, that so much of the several acts imposing 
duties on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, as imposed a discriminating duty of ton- 
nage between vessels of the Dukedom of Oldenburg and vessels of the United 
States, and between goods imported into the United States in vessels of the 
said Dukedom of Oldenburg and vessels of the United States, are repealed, so 
far as the same respect the produce or manufacture of the said Dukedom of 
Oldenburg. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this twenty-second 
day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-one, and the forty-sixth year of the Independence of the 
United States. 

JAMES MONROE. 


By the President. 
Jonn Quincy ApDaAMs, 
Secretary of State. 


Declares the dis- 

criminating duty, 
with respect to 
Norway, repeal- 
ed. 


Nov. 22, 1821. 


1815, ch. 77. 


The President 
satisfied that Ol- 
denburg has abol- 
ished discrimi- 
nating duties. 


Declares the dis- 
criminating duty, 
with respect to 
Oldenburg, re- 
pealed. 
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Proclamations issued by the President under the acts of March 3, 1815, 
ch. 7, and March 3, 1817, ch. 39, and March 1, 1823, ch. 22, re- 
specting discriminating duties. 


1. Respecting Trade in Plaster of Paris with Nova Scotia. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, by an act of the lieutenant governor, council, and assembly, of his 
Britannic majesty’s province of Nova Scotia, passed in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen, it was, among other things, enacted, that, from and 
after the first day of May, of that year, “no plaster of Paris, otherwise called 
gypsum, which should be laden or put on board any ship or vessel at any port 
or place within the limits of the said province, to be transported from thence to 
any other port or place within or without the said limits, should, directly or 
indirectly, be unladen or landed, or put on shore, at any port or place in the 
United States of America, eastward of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, 
nor unladen or put on board any American ship, vessel, boat, or shallop, of any 
description, at any port or place eastward of Boston aforesaid, under the pen- 
alty of the forfeiture of every such ship or vessel from which any such plaster 
of Paris, or gypsum, should be unladen contrary to the provision of the said 
act, together with her boats, tackle, apparel, and furniture, to be seized and 


prosecuted in manner thereinafter mentioned :” 


And whereas, by an act of the Congress of the United States passed on the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, it was enacted, 
that, from and after the fourth day of July, then next, no plaster of Paris, the 
production of any country, or its dependencies, from which the vessels of the 
United States were not permitted to bring the same article, should be imported 
into the United States, in any foreign vessel — and that all plaster of Paris im- 
ported, or attempted to be imported, into the United States, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of the said act of Congress, and the vessel in which the 
same might be imported, or attempted to be imported, together with the cargo, 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, should be forfeited to the United States, and liable 
to be seized, prosecuted, and condemned, in the manner therein prescribed : 

An whereas, by the said act of Congress, it was further enacted, that the same 
should continue and be in force five years from the thirty-first day of January, one 


thousand eight hundred 
foreign nation or its depe 


act of Congress, had in fo 
of Paris, prohibiting the ex 
States, should discontinue suc 


and seventeen: 


Provided, nevertheless, That if any 


ndencies, which at the time of the passage of the said 


rce regulations on the subject of the trade in plaster 
portation thereof to certain ports of the United 
h regulations, the President of the United States 


was thereby authorized to declare that fact by his proclamation; and the re- 
strictions imposed by the said act of Congress should, from the date’of such 


proclamation, cease and be discontinue 


dencies discontinuing such regulations : 


And whereas an act of the lieutenant governor, 
his Britannic majesty’s province of 


act of the said province, 


sixteen, has been officially communicated by his said majesty 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary to this government: 


d in relation to the nation or its depen- 


council, and assembly, of 
Nova Scotia, repealing the abovementioned 


passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and 


*s envoy extraor- 


And whereas, by the said repealing act of the said province of Nova Scotia, 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 


one of the dependencies 


the regulations at the time of 
in the said province, on the su 


the passage of the said act of Congress, in force 
bject of the trade in plaster of Paris, prohibiting 


April 23, 1818. 


Reference to 
the Actof the 
Legislature of 
Nova Scotia, in 
1816, prohibiting 
the landing of 
plaster of Paris 
eastward of Bos- 
ton, 


1817, ch, 39. 


The Restric- 
tions imposed by 
the Act of Con- 
gress, to cease on 
the discontinu- 
ance of the Reg- 
ulations of any 
foreign nation 
&c. upon Proc- 
lamation of the 
President. 


The Legisla- 
ture of Nova Sco- 
tia has repealed 
its act of 1816, 
&e. 


And the Regu- 
lations under it 
have been dis- 
continued. 
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Proclamation respecting the Admission of the State of Missouri into 
the Union. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas the Congress of the United States, by a joint resolution of the 
second day of March last, entitled “ Resolution providing for the admission of 
the State of Missouri into the Union on a certain condition,” did determine and 
declare — “ That Missouri should be admitted into this Union on an equal foot- 
- ing with the original States, 
condition that the fourth clause of the twenty-sixth section of the third article 
of the constitution, submitted on the part of said State to Congress, shall never 
be construed to authorize the passage of any law, and that no law shall be 
passed in conformity thereto, by which any citizen of either of the States of 
this Union shall be excluded from the enjoyment of any of the privileges and 
immunities to which such citizen is entitled under the constitution of the 
United States: Provided, That the Legislature of the said State, by a solemn 
public act, shall declare the assent of the said State to the said fundamental 
condition, and shall transmit to the President of the United States, on or before 
the first Monday in November next, an authentic copy of said act; upon the 
receipt whereof, the President, by proclamation, shall announce the fact: 
whereupon, and without any further proceeding on the part of Congress, the 
admission of the said State into this Union shall be considered as complete :” 
And whereas, by a solemn public act of the Assembly of the said State of 
Missouri, passed on the twenty-sixth of June, in the present year, entitled “ A 
solemn public act declaring the assent of this State to the fundamental condi- 
tion contained in a resolution passed by the Congress of the United States, 
providing for the admission of the State of Missouri into the Union on a cer- 
tain condition,” an authentic copy whereof has been communicated to me, it is 
solemnly and publicly enacted and declared, that that State has assented, and 
does assent, that the fourth clause of the twenty-sixth section of the third article 
of the constitution of said State “shall never be construed to authorize the 
passage of any law, and that no law shall be passed in conformity thereto, by 
which any citizen of either of the United States shall be excluded from the en- 
joyment of any of the privileges and immunities to which such citizens are 
entitled under the constitution of the United States:” Now, therefore, I, 
James Monroe, President of the United States, in pursuance of the resolution 
of Congress aforesaid, have issued this my proclamation, announcing the fact, 
that the said State of Misssouri has assented to the fundamental condition re- 
quired by the resolution of Congress aforesaid; whereupon the admission of 
the said State of Missouri into this Union is declared to be complete. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the Seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed to these Presents, and signed the same with my 
hand. Done at the City of Washington, the tenth day of August, 1821; 
and of the Independence of the said United States of America the forty- 


sixth. 
JAMES MONROE. 


By the President. 
Joun Quincy ADAMS, 
Secretary of State. 


August 10, 1821, 


Proclamation 
admitting Mis- 
souri into the 
Union. Washing- 
ton, 10th August, 


in all respects whatever, upon the fundamental 1821 


Ante, p. 645. 


The State of 
Missouri has as- 
sented to the 
condition pre- 
scribed by Con- 
gress. 


The President 
announces the 
fact. 


Admission of 
Missouri declar- 
ed complete. 
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Additional Instruction to the Public and Private Armed Vessels 
of the United States, referred to in Act of 1813, ch. 10, § 1, 
ante, p. 5. 


The public and private armed vessels of the United States are not to inter- 
rupt any vessels belonging to citizens of the United States coming from 
British ports to the United States, laden with British merchandise, in conse- 
quence of the alleged repeal of the British orders in council; but are, on the 
contrary, to give aid and assistance to the same ; in order that such vessels 
and their cargoes may be dealt with, on their arrival, as may be decided by 
the competent authorities. — Aug. 28, 1812, 
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